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Week of April 19th 

For the next several weeks we will be sending out a combination of the newsletter and the bulletin to 

keep you up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities. 

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it. 

 

         A Biblically Guided Christian Community, 

Loving God, Loving Others, 

Serving the World & Growing Disciples 

 

 



       If you are watching the online service this Sunday morning, 

     please have this bulletin ready to follow the service. 
 

                                            THE APPROACH TO GOD 

Prelude     “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  ” 
 

One: Christ Has Risen!                                 

All:   Christ Has Risen Indeed! 

Welcome and Announcements  

 The Bedford Presbyterian Session met Wednesday evening.  Among those things decided 

were that as long as the Governor’s “Stay at Home” order is in place the Church will comply 

by remaining closed and operating as it has this past month (currently the order is set to 

expire on June 10th). 

 Other announcements are on the last page.  

Let Us Join Together for the Call to Worship:   

 One: See, people of God! We have been raised with Christ!  So seek the things that are above,  

          where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Though to this life we have died, and our  

          new life is hidden with Christ in God, when Christ who is our life is revealed, then we shall  

          be revealed with Christ in glory! Christ is Risen! 

 All:   He is risen indeed! 
 

Hymn:               “Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”   

Together Let Us Pray the Prayer of Confession:  

God of Good Friday, God of Easter, God of all that was and is and will yet be; we know that You 

hold our lives in Your hands – from conception to death and beyond. We yearn for the day when 

we will join the multitudes in heaven, giving honor and praise to You for Your great, glorious love. 

Forgive us for the times we forget Your love; forget that salvation is Your gift to us.  Help us to 

know that in life and in death, we are truly Yours and You will not let us go. We offer You these 

our prayers, in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon: (from 1 Corinthians 15:12-21) 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 

resurrection of the dead? If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in 

Christ, we are of all people, most to be pitied. 
 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since 

death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 

being 
 

(response)  

 One: Brothers and Sisters believe the Good News. 

 All:   Through Christ Jesus, we have been both forgiven and given hope for a new life.  



Children’s Sermon 

Scripture:  Genesis 15: 1-18  

Worship Song           “A Shield About Me”  

Sermon:  Conversation with God  

A Conversation with God     Genesis 15:1-18 
Portions adapted from “Can We Chat” by David Owens @ SermonCentral.com 

A long time ago, one year before I was born, Dr. Seuss published a classic children’s book entitled 

“Horton Hears a Who.”   It’s a story about an elephant named Horton who hears voices coming 

from a little speck of dust. 

Horton places the speck of dust on a clover bloom and then does his best to protect the tiny 

residents living on that speck of dust from the other animals who cannot hear their voices. 

As the story develops, Horton learns that the race living on that speck of dust are the “Who’s,” 

who live in a town called “Whoville” and they are in need of a protector to prevent them from being 

blown about by the wind, or destroyed by other means. 

Of course, the other animals in the jungle, being unable to hear the Whos, give  Horton a hard 

time about his belief that a tiny race inhabits a particle of dust. They even try to tie Horton up so 

they can destroy the speck of dust. 

In desperation, all the Who’s in Whoville join their voices together to shout in unison so they might 

be heard by the other animals who are tormenting Horton for his strange beliefs.  When the very 

last and tiniest of the Whos finally adds his voice, the other animals finally do hear them, so 

Horton and Whoville live happily ever after. 

There are two very Christian lessons taught in “Horton Hears a Who;”  

• First, that we should be kind to all people, even when others refuse to be.  
• Second, that even the smallest of the small is an important person. 

But you may be wondering what this has to do with Abraham who is the current focus of our “All 

the Stories in the Bible,” series to which we are now returning. The answer is that like Horton, 

Abraham one day heard a voice which forever changed his life. 

Do you remember the story of Abraham up to this point?  Genesis chapter 12 opens with 

Abraham and his wife Sarah, living as a childless aging couple in an idol worshipping culture; their 

lack of an heir hinting that they were perhaps under a curse by one of the gods.  When one day 

Abraham hears a voice – from “God Most High” – telling him to travel to a faraway land where this 

God will bless him and make his descendants both into a great nation and as uncountable as the 

dust on the ground.  So at the age of 75 Abraham packs up his 70 year old wife and all their 

belongings along with a few family members and goes to where he was told. 

 



Once in the land, God again assures Abraham that one day all this will belong to his offspring.  

But since there is a famine in the land,  Abe and company keep on walking down to Egypt where 

his dishonesty with Pharaoh gets him escorted back to the border.   

Chapter 13 finds Abe now settled in the “promised land” and prospering greatly as a shepherd; so 

much so that he and his nephew Lot have to part company in order to find sufficient pasture for 

their very large flocks.  Unfortunately, Lot chooses good pasture land near the infamous city of 

Sodom which will soon land him on the losing end of a local war.  After Lot’s departure, for a third 

time God repeats His promises to Abraham that this land would all belong to his descendants.   

Chapter 14 then tells the story of Lot as well as all the other inhabitants and wealth of Sodom 

being taken as “spoils of war” by a marauding army. Hearing of his nephew’s capture, Abe raises 

his own army to rout the invaders and rescue Lot along with all the other people and possessions 

of Sodom.  This event probably happened about 10 years after the now 85 year old Abe had been 

resident in the land. 

Having won this local war, Abraham then does something which up until now would have seemed 

out of character.  By rights he could have kept the war spoils while also claiming authority over all 

the land he had rescued, thus making himself into the local “king.”  Had not God promised him all 

of this one day?  Why not just keep it now?  But rather, claiming that he had made a pledge to 

God not to profit in any way from this war, Abe gives back all the war booty except for a tithe 

which he pays to King Melchizedek of Jerusalem thus acknowledging him as the current and 

rightful high king over the land. 

Abraham had a chance to speed up God’s land promise, but he doesn’t. So why does this next 

chapter now open with him complaining to God about not yet fulfilling His other promises? 

Chapter 15 indicates that for some reason Abraham has now become “afraid.”  So God comes to 

assure Abraham that God himself will be his shield and his great reward.   

• But what is Abraham afraid of? 

• that the marauding army might return to seek revenge?   

• that the King of Sodom might now view him as a threat and try to eliminate him?   

No.  What Abraham is afraid of is coming to the end of his life still without having a son.  

Apparently even as an old man, Abraham had at first believed God’s original promises of giving 

him both the land and a son to inherit it. But now as an older man, thinking he might soon die, 

apparently Abe is beginning to doubt even God’s ability to give him this heir. 

Up until now, Abraham has supposedly heard and obeyed just a voice in his head telling him 

where to go and what to do (three times in about ten years if you were keeping track).  But this 

fourth time, perhaps noticing the depth of Abe’s fear, God decides that the two of them need to sit 

down for a chat and those things which God shared that day concerning His long term plans for 

both Abraham, the land, and his heirs changed Abe’s life forever. 

 



The Bible is clear that God is still our best shield and tower of refuge.   As the Psalmist says,  

 

 

 

And what reward can be greater than having a personal relationship with God?  If God is for us, 

who can be against us? (Romans 8:31).    

Today like Abraham, we still need to be trusting God’s promises but also listening for God’s voice 

and allowing it to also change our lives. So let’s see what came out of Abe’s conversation with 

God. 

--------------------------- 

God opens the conversation by assuring Abraham, as promised that He has given him everything 

needed to live securely and successfully in this land.  To which Abraham replies - respectfully – 

yes but where is my personal heir?  I am now making plans to pass all my inheritance on to 

someone else.  What has happened to Your promise that my descendants would possess this 

land? 

Abraham basically says: “You keep promising offspring, but I’m closer to death than ever before, 

still without an heir to whom I can pass along Your promises, so exactly what reward do You 

mean?” 

Now if God were some power-hungry dictator or small minded employer, He might respond with 

“How dare you question me!  How many more promises do you need?!  Thankfully, that is not who 

God is or how God responded. 

The Psalms teach us that,  

 

For he knows how we were made; He remembers that we are dust…But the steadfast love of the 

Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him (Psalm 103 13-17).  

Thus sympathizing with Abraham’s fearfulness, for the fourth but not for the last time God repeats 

both His promise of the land and descendants; this time making it an official contract between 

Himself and Abraham; while also telling Abraham just when he will die and a fairly detailed 

account of how all the rest of the promise will come to pass for his descendants. 

 

Those who dwell in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 

Almighty”      Psalm 91:1 

As a father has compassion for His children, so the Lord has compassion for those who 

fear Him…   Psalm 103 13-17 



God replied: ‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’ 

[then] He brought Abraham outside and said, ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are 

able to count them.’  ‘So shall your descendants be. (Genesis 15:4-5). 

How many of you enjoy star-gazing?  Growing up in Atlanta, even on a clear night I could only see 

perhaps the Big Dipper and a scattering of other stars.  I thought that the Milky Way could only be 

seen with a telescope.  But then I moved to rural Minnesota, where on a clear moonless winter’s 

night one can still safely ski cross country just by the light of the Milky Way and its countless 

myriad of stars, right overhead reflecting off the snow.   

How many stars could Abraham see?  The very same ones that we can see, perhaps even more; 

too many to count. That’s the point!  God used the vastness of the night sky to illustrate how many 

future descendants would come from Abraham’s body, his own flesh and blood. 

As Abraham looked up from our own little speck of dust in this immense universe it probably made 

him feel as small as one of the Whos in Whoville, but he got the point: God was saying, “I am 

God, and even though you feel like the smallest of the small, you can trust that I am going to give 

you countless descendants. Trust Me; I’ve got things under control.” 

Looking back from our vantage point in the 21st century, we can see that God has fulfilled all His 

promises to Abraham to the letter. So, as they say here in the South, “Nuff said!” 

  

 

 

Why did God’s word settle the matter for Abraham?  Because no one can argue with the One who 

made the stars! 

 Now here’s a question worth pondering:  

• Did Abraham’s faith suddenly change him into morally flawless person?  

• Did Abraham’s behavior now conform completely to God’s perfect standard?  

Far from it!  What changed was not Abraham, but God’s declaration about Abraham.  God, acting 

as the supreme Judge, applied all the rights and privileges of righteousness to Abraham despite 

Abraham’s own inability to be righteous. God declared him to be righteous. 

That is why this is perhaps the most important verse in the entire Old Testament.  It is also the 

theme of all the Gospels, the point in Paul’s letter to the Romans and always a part of his other 

church letters as well.  All throughout Scripture we are assured that, by God’s grace we are saved 

through our faith, not by our works… so the one who is righteous will live by faith (Ephesians 2:8-

9, Romans 1:17) 

 

Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD credited it to him as righteousness. 

Genesis15:6 



What this verse also assures us is that the Law-giving God of the Old Testament is the same as 

the loving, forgiving God of the New Testament.  From the first book of the Bible to the last, God 

presents only one way of salvation – the way of faith. 

From Adam and Eve, to Abraham, to King David, to you and me…. we have always been “saved” 

the same way; simply by trusting that God is able and will do what He has promised us He will do. 

As we have already seen in Abraham so far and as we will continue to see as we journey with 

him, Abraham was prone to the same failings and weaknesses as you and me.  He sometimes 

struggled with knowing what was the right thing to do; he sometimes struggled with his faith.  But 

God accepted his faltering faith as sufficient thus crediting him as righteousness.  We are 

Abraham’s spiritual descendants and God still does the same for us.  That is why he is counted as 

the father of everyone who comes to God by faith; not just from his own biological descendants, 

but also from the whole world throughout all of time.  Father Abraham did have many sons and 

daughters and we are some of them, having become as countless as the dust of the earth and as 

the stars in sky. 

Once again, Abraham’s faith was restored, but for some reason the conversation didn’t end there  

God then went on to “cut a covenant” with Abraham in which he described both how Abraham 

would end his days: you shall die in peace and at a good old age-- which turns out to be at 175 

years old. Meaning that Abraham at this point had lived only half his life; so much for his worrying 

about dying (Genesis 25:7).   God also described for Abraham the next 400 years of his 

descendants’ difficult future but promised that after this time they would return with wealth to 

inhabit the land just as God had promised. 

What reason did God give for waiting 400 years to complete His promise to Abraham? Basically 

because God had not yet finished His dealings with the local inhabitants.  I presume that this 

means even in the worst of cultures God continues to patiently work at bringing as many people 

as possible back to a personal relationship with Himself.  As proven both by King Melchizedek and 

even his wandering nephew Lot, Abraham was not the only person God had a relationship  with in 

that place, at that time.  

In our own fearful days of disease and cultural disruption, this is what fills me with great hope.  We 

as a nation are not yet even 300 years old.  Thankfully God is also being patient with us.  But I do 

not want to try His patience.  Which is why every Christian in this nation of ours needs to repent, 

seek God’s face and keep praying for revival to sweep over our land … so that God might as 

promised, also forgive both our individual and collective sins, heal our land and we might again 

prosper as one nation under God (2 Chronicles 7:14).  

What happens next in the story is a little unusual to us in our modern times, but not for Abraham 

and his time.  God goes on to formalize His promise to Abraham by literally “cutting a covenant” 

with him.   Today our agreements are preserved with ink on paper, validated by signatures, 

stamped by notary, stored in courthouses and are upheld by governments.  Not so in other times 

and cultures for obvious reasons. 



As instructed Abraham cut a prescribed number of animals in two, laying the halves a short 

distance apart and then God symbolically appeared, in the form of a smoking fire pot and blazing 

torch, to pass between the pieces thus putting His “signature” to the covenant He had now 

officially made with Abraham. 

Now, traditionally, both parties to such covenants would have to walk between the halved animals 

together thus signifying, “may the same thing happen to me if I break my covenant with you.”  But 

in this case God put Abraham to sleep and passed through the covenant ceremony alone, thus 

signifying that the entire burden of this covenant was His alone to keep; Abraham would have no 

other obligations in bringing these promises to pass, his faith alone had been sufficient.  

-------------------------------------- 

Since we are already at home, what today should we be learning from this story of God’s 

conversation with Abraham for ourselves?  What lessons do we need to learn about our own 

relationship with God? 

First, we should learn that  

 

 

God didn’t begin the conversation by asking: “What’s wrong, Abraham?” God already knew. God 

knows us. 

 

 

But like the stars of the universe which He made, God’s perspective and His sense of timing is far 

greater than anything we can even conceive; yet He always delivers on His promises at just the 

right time. God knew the right time for Isaac to be born, the right time for Israel to return to the 

land, the right time for His son to enter and redeem our world, and yes even the right time to bring 

the history of this world to an end and begin that of another. 

 

Which has been His constant message to us in our Bible from its beginning to its end. 

 

 

1. God understands our questions and wants to calm our fears. 

2. that God knows when to bless and when to delay.  

3. that God wants us to trust Him.  Faith is most important component of our 

salvation 

4. that God wants to communicate with us,  but we must learn to listen  and 

take what is said to heart 



Back in the 1920s, Broadway producer Jed Harris became convinced he was losing his 

hearing.  He visited a specialist who decided to test his hearing. 

The specialist pulled out a pocket watch and asked, “Can you hear this ticking?”  “Of 

course,” Harris replied. 

Next, the specialist walked to the door and asked the question again, “Can you hear the 

ticking?” Harris said, “Yes, I can hear it clearly.” 

Then the specialist walked into the next room and repeated the question a third time.   A 

third time Harris said he could still hear the ticking. 

The specialist concluded saying, “Mr. Harris, there is nothing wrong with your hearing. You 

just don’t listen.” 

Is that the case with any of us? Our hearing is just fine, but we don’t use our ability to actually 

listen.  You and I will probably live our whole lives and never hear voices coming from a speck of 

dust - at least I hope that is the case.  Abraham heard a word from the Lord; he believed that word 

and it forever changed his life.  

I believe that God also has a word for our lives, but are we listening?   

• God speaks to us in many ways, but He first and foremost speaks to us through His written  
           Word, the Bible and through the Living Word, His Son, Jesus.   
• Additionally, God speaks to our hearts and minds in prayer through the Holy Spirit. 
• God also speaks to us through the counsel of fellow believers. 

God is speaking…are we listening? 

• Has the Lord spoken to some need in our lives this morning? 

• Is there some battle we need peace about? 

• Is there some storm we need calmed? 

• Have we believed and done what the Bible says we must believe and do to be saved  

• Have we dealt with our sin Biblically: repenting, confessing, and drawing near to God so  

           that He might draw near to us (James 4:7-8) 

• Are we striving to live up to the righteousness that He has credited to us? 

 

If God has spoken to your heart today, then I pray that you will listen and follow God’s directions; 

for just like Abraham, He also has wonderful plans for your life. 

 

 

 

 



Brief Prayer – Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

Hymn                     “All Heaven Declares”  

Announcements 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: We wish a happy birthday to Tricia Schubert on the 23rd,  

Al Mauser on the 24th and a happy anniversary to Fred & Sandy Scheurer on the 22nd.  

Benediction:  

We thank You not only for the special gift of Easter, Holy God, but also for the daily gift of life – the 

sun that rises each day, the food on the table at breakfast, the smile across the room. We offer to 

You in return, our gifts, both of money and of ourselves. Use us, we pray, to give gifts to others in 

Your name. Amen. 

Postlude:                “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                        Concerns- April 19th                                                                  

Barnes:  Troy- (friend) stage 4 lung cancer   

Benton: Brandon- (nephew) and family, son in ICU 

     Russ Conner- (son-in-law) working in Africa   

Blair: James Thorne- (scout) rare skin infection,  doing better  

     Katy Neal- (LHS student) scleroderma 

     Glen Murgacz- (friend) biopsy for bladder cancer  

Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from gall bladder surgery, waiting for more surgery 

     Michael -(son) out of work during pandemic     

Chryssikos:  Linda Arendt- (neighbor) disabled  

Clarke: Ben Daniel - (Pat's grandson) deployed to Syria late summer  

Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 

     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 

     Military away from home  

Diddams: Lois- problems with medications 

      Paul (brother)- loss of wife, not doing well   

Dills: Kathy & her father  

Dwyer: Karen Huddle- (friend) health problems  

Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem 

      Steve Trombecky- (friend) home recovering   

Foster: Thomasine Davis- (aunt) hospice care 

      Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer  

      Andre Nemenek- (Shepherds table cook) prostate cancer  

Gaston: Joseph (former pastor) prostate cancer surgery May 6th  

Goodman: Barry Owen-(friend) cancer    

      Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer 

      Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice     

Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 

      Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 

Koch: Doris- fell broken hip, at home  

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer,   Alzheimer’s   

     Rachel Rutledge-(granddaughter) experimental treatment   

     Dot- health issues, macular degeneration  

     Grandson- alcoholism  

     Eric Bryant- diagnosed with MS  

Ledden: John- heart problems 

Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             

     Steven-(son’s boss) going blind  

     Tom & Betty Clark- downsizing, and Betty has new pacemaker  

     Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) broken collar bone  

     Pat- (Al’s sister) diabetes  

 

 



Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 

       Forensic scientists who deal with crime      

       Rev. Pam Ledbetter-(friend) autoimmune disease 

       Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home  

Neal: Matt- (son) lost his job  

Palmer: Lynne- broken hip from fall, at home  

Salley: David Etheridge- (fellow pastor) terminal cancer 

Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 

       Scott- (son-in-law) chemo and radiation     

Scheurer:  Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer   

        Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  

Smith: Sonya’s parents- travel mercies, moving parents here 

Stetson: James & family-(son) in Colorado, has virus 

Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 

        Zeph Cunningham- travel mercies  

        For hate to disappear  

Toney: Judy- undergoing radiation   

        Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer  

        Mike Gillespie- (friend) hospice care      

        Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment 

        Nancy Jordan-(neighbor) recovering from surgery  

Van Dyke: Thomas Blythe- (friend)  in hospital, fever, internal bleeding 

Weeks: Mary Lohmeyer- (friend) doing well  

Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Dan’s cousin) cancer  

Yodis: Linda Goshorn- (former member) fractured ribs and punctured lung from fall.  

 

Prayers for those dealing with loneliness       

Prayers that anti-Semitism be erased  

Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 

Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.  
 

You can mail your pledge or contribution or you can drop by the office, 
 Mon-Thurs between 8 am -12 pm. 

 The Bedford Presbyterian Session met Wednesday evening.  Among those things decided 

were that as long as the Governor’s “Stay at Home” order is in place the Church will comply 

by remaining closed and operating as it has this past month (currently the order is set to 

expire on June 10th). 

 So far the Church’s finances are doing well.  We do not plan to lay any employees off or 

reduce any of their hours.  Thank you for remembering to mail in or bring in your tithes and 

offerings  

 The Church office is open Mon-Thurs from 8a. until Noon. Please call or come in with 

prayer requests, prayer updates, any other announcements you wish to share with the 

church members, or just to say “hello” to Lana. 

 The video worship services will continue until church reopens.  We have received many 

kind compliments about the recordings and each week we try to make them a bit better.  

We have also noticed that more than church members have been watching the services. 

So, please share the worship bulletin and YouTube video link with family, friends, and 

anyone you think might be interested.  

You can find it on our website – bedfordpresbyva.org  
Or on Face Book and YouTube @  Bedford Presbyterian Church VA  

 The main thing missing from this stay-at-home style of worship is the fellowship we have 

with one another.  So pastor John suggests that whenever you think of a church member 

that you miss or would love to talk to …. take that as a hint from the Holy Spirit to pick up 

the phone and call them.  And don’t forget to share a prayer together. 

 The July Presbyterian Men’s Conference has been cancelled.  Massanetta Conference 

Center said that they will decide by May 1st whether or not to hold any youth conferences 

this summer.  

Do you enjoy yardwork?  If you do, we are looking for volunteers to work in the church yard 

mowing grass, weed eating and doing general yard work. If you are interested, please let the 

office know.  

                                                               Happy Birthday!! 

Tricia Schubert- 23rd 

Al Mauser- 24th  

Happy Anniversary!! 

  Fred & Sandy Scheurer- 22nd  

 


