Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2020 (176 Years)

Week of May 10th
For the next several weeks we will be sending out a combination of the newsletter and the bulletin to
keep you up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

If you are watching the online service this Sunday morning,
please have this bulletin ready to follow the service.

Prelude

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

May the Peace of Christ be with you
Welcome and Announcements
 We wish all the mother‘s a Happy Mother‘s Day.
 Additional announcements are on the last two pages.
Let Us Join Together in the Call to Worship:
Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought
forth, before You formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.
We worship You and give You praise. Amen
Hymn:

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Let Us Pray together a Mother’s Day Prayer:
Dear God, Some days feel too hard. We‘re hurting. Struggling. Fighting fear and worry at every
turn. Thank You that in the midst of it all, You haven‘t left us to fend for ourselves. Forgive us for
doubting You are there. Forgive us for thinking You‘ve forgotten us. Forgive us for believing we
somehow know the better way.
You are fully trustworthy. You are All Powerful. You are Able. You are Lord over every situation no
matter how difficult it may seem. You are the Healer and will never waste the grief we carry today.
You will use all things for good in some way. Anything is possible with You. Nothing is too difficult
for You.
We pray for those who grieve today. For those mothers and fathers who have lost children by
death or alienation, for those who don‘t see their children as much as they would like and for those
who never had children to call their own. We ask for Your comfort to surround those who weep.
We pray for the peace of Your presence to cover our minds and thoughts, as You remind us, the
enemy can never steal us out of Your hands, he never has the final say over our lives. We are
kept safe in Your presence forever, whether in life or in death.
We thank You that Your ways are higher than our ways and Your thoughts are bigger than our
thoughts. We lay it all down at Your feet, every burden, every care. Believing that is the safest
place for it to be. We love You Lord, we need Your fresh grace. In the Powerful Name of Jesus,
Amen.
Adapted from a prayer by Debbie McDaniel https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/mother-s-day-prayers-to-encourage-anduplift.html

Hear now our Assurance of Pardon: (Psalm 103: 8,10-12)
The Lord is compassionate and gracious; slow to anger and abounding in loving kindness. He has
not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as high as
the heavens are above the earth, so great is His loving kindness toward those who fear Him. As
far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
One: Friends, believe the good news.
All: Through Jesus Christ, we have been forgiven, saved, and sealed for that day when we
will again meet both our savior and our loved ones with him.
Children’s Sermon
Scripture: Genesis 18: 1-15 (NRSV) , Hebrews 11: 11 (ESV)
Worship Song

“As the Deer”

Sermon: A Promise is a Promise. Genesis 18:1-15 Hebrews 11:11 (ESV)
Reference: Genesis 11:27-30 Portions adapted from ―Sarah: The Princess And The Promise‖, by Rik Wadge & ―Laughing at
God‘s Promises‖ by Bradford Robinson @ SErmonCentral.Com

In the 1994 movie, ―It could happen to you‖ – supposedly inspired by an actual event – Nicholas
Cage plays the part of a New York cop who walks into a little café for a cup of coffee. When he‘s
ready to leave, he reaches back and realizes he‘s misplaced his wallet. To the struggling young
waitress played by Bridget Fonda who figures she‘s just been stiffed for the bill, the cop pulls a
lottery ticket from his pocket with the promise that if he wins he‘ll split the money with her, 50/50.
As luck would have it, he does win. Even though he is under no legal obligation, and against the
advice of his friends, the cop keeps his promise and the waitress in the corner café gets a $2
million dollar tip. Throughout the movie, to those people who think he‘s crazy, the cop repeats
over and over, “a promise is a promise.‖ The value he placed on his word was far greater than
the value he placed on his lottery winnings.
In today‘s society very little value is placed on one‘s word, one‘s promise. Years ago a handshake
was all that was needed to finish a deal, to seal a contract between two people. Today even
though someone signs an insurance waiver promising that they will in no way hold you or your
business liable for something… as soon as that person changes their mind you may find yourself
or your company in the midst of a lawsuit.
Though today we place little credence in what a person promises, for God, ALWAYS, a promise is
a promise. When we come to God even with just a small piece of our faith… with holes shot
through it… with tears staining its fabric… God understands and remains faithful to the promises
He has made to us, His children. A Great example of God‘s faithfulness can be found in the story
of Abraham‘s wife, Sarah.
We first met her as Sarai, the wife of Abram in Genesis chapter 11‘s list of the sons of Terah.
Significantly that section then concludes with a final comment on her alone: Sarai was barren; she
had no child. (11:27-30).

As we learned last week, the name Sarai means ―princess.‖ Thus, from the very beginning we are
introduced to her as a barren princess. I have a feeling that all through her life private smirks and
quiet comments followed after her: Sarai, was the ―Barren Princess‖ married to Abram, the
―Exalted Father;‖ a couple who had lived together for over 89 years without a child between them.
It can be absolutely devastating for a young woman when the doctor tells her she‘ll never have
children and the guilt and self-condemnation that one feels can be difficult to overcome.
In the Promised Land, Abram had over 318 men employed full-time in his shepherding operations,
so we can guess that there were probably at least that many women nearby and children with
them as well. As the boss‘ wife, Sarah would be the most honored woman in camp but always
with the sad distinction of being childless. While she kept up a brave act, there are enough hints
from scripture that Sarah long carried these feelings of being barren deep inside, where no one
else could see, where no one else could go, except God.
So, Sarah‘s laugh here in chapter 18, was not from happiness. It is an expression of her pain. ―Oh,
sure, now after all these years, I‘m going to have some joy?‖ It was a sarcastic chuckle coming
from deep within her soul, she may not have made a sound but God still heard her.
The pain of the disappointment in Sarah was so deep, she did not even want to entertain the
thought anymore. Years ago she was elated at the prospect of having a child, but years and years
of hoping and praying had worn this lady down. Part of it was the sheer impossibility of it even
happening now. Many women know what it takes to physically birth a baby. How would you like to
do it at 90 years old?
By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even
when she was past the age, since she considered him
faithful who had promised.
Hebrews 11:11 (English Standard Version)

Most of the time our Bible focuses on Abraham‘s struggles with faith, but we need to realize
today, as the book of Hebrews finally reminds us, also of the years of disappointment this woman
of faith experienced.
The day finally came when God fulfilled His promise. When Isaac was born Sarah said, “God has
made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with me” (Gen. 21:6). This time it will be joyous
laughter, altogether a different kind of laugh from the one we are thinking about now. In fact, this
joyous release in laughter was so central to the birth of her son that she named him ―Isaac‖ which
means laughter.
I share Sarah‘s story with you today because it‘s nicely framed by Mother‘s Day, but also for other
women as well as men, because our stories are probably not very different. God is also faithful
with us. But if you think because of that, your life will come quick and easy, think again.

Why doesn‘t God bring everything about quick and easy – especially for His people of faith?
Because God uses the journey to prepare us not only for our ultimate destination, but also for the
work He would have us do now. God sometimes needs to drag us through hard experiences that
can knock off our rough edges and develop His character in us. Our journey of faith is more
about who we are becoming than it is about where we are going. Most Christians are just
trying to get to a place called heaven when they die. But God is trying to get you ready to do the
work He would have you doing right here right now. Heaven is not the goal but rather the reward
for a life lived in faith.
Let‘s pick up Sarah‘s story now 25 years after God‘s first promise as He is finally bringing her, with
the birth of this child, to the point of emotional healing.
-------------------------------At the opening of Genesis chapter 18, Sarah is now 89 years old, when three strangers suddenly
appear in camp. It doesn‘t say how, but Abraham apparently recognizes them as angelic visitors
and hastens to set a meal before them. During the after meal conversation, the Angel of the Lord
casually asks after Sarah to be told that she was in the tent. He knew where she was all along,
this was just to get her attention. Yes Sarah was in the tent, out of sight but not out of the
conversation, in fact she was hiding right behind the tent flap listening carefully. Many times
Abraham had told her of his conversations with God, perhaps for the first time she would got to
hear from God directly – for herself.
The LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have
a son." Sarah laughed to herself, saying, ‗After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I
have pleasure?‘ The Lord said to Abraham, ‗Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a
child, now that I am old?” Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to
you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.‘ (vs. 12-15).
God finishes the conversation not only repeating His promise of a son for Sarah within a year‘s
time, but also posing a rhetorical question directly to her as she hides in the darkness behind the
tent flap. This question wasn‘t for Sarah alone, but for all of us who struggle with faith: “Is
anything too hard for the LORD?”
Sarah laughed, still God lovingly answered her disbelief behind the laugh, but why did Sarah then
attempt to lie about her laughter, her doubts?
It was probably just knee jerk fear or embarrassment, in a similar situation I would have done the
same… not wanting to show God my broken faith.
By Abraham‘s response, Sarah had quickly figured out that these visitors were special, but she
thinks of herself alone with her thoughts … safely hidden in the tent … only to realize that even
while God sat out there by the luncheon spread He was also still with her in the tent, listening to
her innermost thoughts. How surprising it must have been when she realized that the strangers
out there were now including her in the conversation.

During this encounter with God Sarah‘s fears of a failed life were met with God‘s promise of a son
... God invaded Sarah‘s hidden battle. God invaded that space where Sarah was afraid to put her
hope again in God, of ever having a child. But a promise is a promise and our God is a Promise
Keeper!
In Genesis chapter 12, when God had first promised 75 year old Abram that he would become a
father of a great nation, don‘t you know that the 65 year-old ―barren Princess‖ had also heard and
taken God‘s promises to heart.
But by Genesis chapter 15, when God repeated His promises and bound Himself to fulfilling by
then cutting a covenant with now 85 year old Abram, 75 year-old Sarai must have concluded that
this promise did not include her. So perhaps her husband could have a child by another, by her
slave girl Hagar.
Then in Genesis chapter 17, when God again reminds the now 99 year old Abraham of His
promised heir, but now also clearly telling him - perhaps for the first time – that this child would be
with Sarah … at that time it had been Abraham who had laughed in disbelief at the thought of old
Sarah now having a child.
Ironic laughter was now both of their responses to God‘s promise. Once perhaps it had been in
desperate hope for the improbable, but with the years it had become no hope for the impossible.
Impossible!
That‘s the whole point. This is why God waited so long. God calls us to believe that He can
accomplish what is absolutely impossible... for us! Abraham and Sarah have become God‘s
lesson for us that He accomplishes His marvelous, miraculous, incredible, implausible even
impossible promises through feeble men and women, just like you and me.
We moan and groan when our faith falters and we refuse to hear the promises of God for our own
lives. Do we not believe the promise of God recorded in Romans chapter 8 that nothing in the
heaven above or in the earth below can ever separate us from the love of God? (8:38).
Did we not hear His promise from Hebrews 13, “I will never leave you or forsake you‖? Do we
believe that God meant that He will continue to love us and refuses to leave us even when our
hearts are broken – when our marriages fail, when our children go away to college, when our best
friends walk out the door, or when our company decides to cut back and we‘re the ones they‘re
letting go?
There are a thousand other ways that life hands us the pink slip of rejection and abandonment.
Maybe sometimes you wake up in the middle of the night and ask yourself the question, “Do I
really believe God?” We struggle and complain and say along side of Sarah, ―I‘m too old, I‘m too
tired, I‘m too weak, I‘m too…‖
Is it easy to hear God calling Sarah‘s name, but not yours?
You say, ―God loved them, but how can He love me?‖

Yet, through all our fears, through all our worries and through all our weaknesses… God‘s still
right here with us, even in the darkness behind the tent flap, hearing us, and still keeping His
promises!
Faith takes time to grow, ask Sarah. She waited her whole life to have that baby boy. She heard
God‘s promises, yet struggled to trust Him…just like us. But God remained faithful. God kept His
promise. God isn‘t going to scratch out His promise, just because you have doubts, fears, or
worries!
D.L. Moody once said, “God never made a promise that was too good to be true.”
Listen to some of God‘s promises to us:
I will bless you, Gen. 12:2
I will not fail you, Josh. 1:5
I will heal you, 2 Kings 20:5
I will guide you, Ps. 32:8
I will teach you, Ps. 32:8
I will deliver you, Ps. 50:15
I will satisfy you, Ps. 132:15
I will help you, Is. Isa 41:10
I will strengthen you, Isa 41:10
I will uphold you, ; Isa 41:10
I will hold your hand, Isa 42:6
I will forgive you, Jer. 31:34
I will restore you, Jer. 30:17
I will be your God, Eze. 36:28
I will love you, John 14:21
I will save you, Eze. 36:27, 29
Finally, here are a few things you can be assured of when dealing with the promises of God. First,
know that God is faithful and able to fulfill every promise He has made.

“For no matter how many promises
God has made, they are all "Yes" in Christ.”
2 Cor 1:20

God has the power to do what He has said He will do!
Second, know that God is not limited by your limitations. You may be 90 years old, but God
can still use you for His glory. David was too young, but God used him to kill a giant. Moses
couldn‘t speak well, but God used him to lead millions of people out of bondage. Paul was public
enemy #1 of the church, but God used him to bring the Good news to the Gentiles. God can do
anything, even if that anything is through you.

Finally, know that nothing is impossible with God. You may be in an impossible situation right
now with no apparent hope of it getting better. But God can do the impossible. It may sound
absurd that a 90 year old woman gave birth to a bouncing baby boy, but even more absurd is a
God who sent His only begotten Son to seek us out, knowing that He would have to die so that
everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life.
Where are you at in your life today?
What circumstance are you in that is greater than his promise?
Remember at the ripe old age of 90, Sarah finally heard with her own ears that she was going to
have a son. No wonder after so many years of waiting, she Laughed. What God promised Sarah
was too incredible, too miraculous and too unimaginable.
Yet, Sarah became the mother of a nation. She saw God‘s promise fulfilled… in Isaac!
Genesis chapter 21 will finally record Sarah laughing again no longer in disbelief but in joy when
Isaac was born. In her arms was physical proof that with God a promise is a promise and that she
had always been a princess with a promise.
Today in our many circumstances that seem just too big for God, He asks us the same question
he once asked a princess named Sarah, “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” Let‘s pray
about this

Sermon Prayer:
―Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for the many precious promises we have in Christ. We
thank You that these promises are not limited by our ability but rather, they are assured by Your
power and Your faithfulness. Lord there is no greater promise than the promise of Your love and
care for us, so much that you sent Your son to seek us out and offer us forgiveness. You have
promised that if we come near to You, You will come near to us. For those who are here today,
those who are struggling with an issue in their life, let them hear Your promise to them. We thank
You for our new life in Christ, and for the hope of every promise we have in Christ. In Jesus name,
Amen.

Solo

“Mothers of Faith”

Birthdays and Anniversaries: We wish a happy birthday to Roy Cram on the 13th and Richard
Creasy on the 15th. Happy anniversary to John & Judy Blair on the 13th
Closing Prayer: (for the season of Covid 19)
Heavenly Father, there is a lot of uncertainty around us. The world is in turmoil and there are
many people who need our prayers. So, today, we pray…
• For those whose health is compromised by the coronavirus or other health issues. Help me to
weep with those who have lost loved ones and rejoice with those who have received their loved
ones back – as if from the dead.
• For both companies and individuals, those who are suffering from the economic impact of this
virus, in travel, manufacturing, hospitality, energy or so many other industries.
• For health care workers, first responders, other public servants and all the essential workers
who put themselves in harm‘s way for us.
• For those working in the laboratories looking for a cure and those on the streets testing the
populace.
• For our elderly friends and families who now have a new fear stalking their every trip outside
their homes.
• For our leaders of the world, our countries, states, and cities, as they seek to help manage this
challenge
• And for our own wisdom and patience as we balance the urge to return to normal while
maintaining proper social distancing.
God, it can be overwhelming, but You tell us over and over again not to be afraid. Your son
Jesus also called us to be the ―light of the world.‖ So, help us today to let Your light shine
through us, both with our loved ones at home and with those we meet on the street. Show us
how to trust in You in this and all circumstances, In the name of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus
Christ, we pray. Amen.
This prayer was adapted from A Prayer for a World Facing the Coronavirus posted by St. Luke‘s United Methodist Church in Houston, Texas

Benediction: (Ephesians 3:20-22)
Now to God, who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Postlude:

“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

Sarah
by Delmore Schwartz

The angel said to me: "Why are you laughing?"
"Laughing! Not me. Who was laughing? I did not laugh. It was
A cough. I was coughing. Only hyenas laugh.
It was the cold I caught nine minutes after
Abraham married me: when I saw
How I was slender and beautiful, more and more
Slender and beautiful.
I was also
Clearing my throat; something inside of me
is continually telling me something
I do not wish to hear: A joke: A big joke:
But the joke is always just on me.
He said: you will have more children than the sky's stars
And the seashore's sands, if you just wait patiently.
Wait: patiently: ninety years? You see
The joke's on me!"

Concerns- May 10th
Barefoot: Jim- home
Barnes: Troy- (friend) stage 4 lung cancer
Blair: James Thorne- (scout) rare skin infection, doing better
Katy Neal- (LHS student) scleroderma
Glen Murgacz- (friend) biopsy for bladder cancer
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from gall bladder surgery, waiting for more surgery
Michael -(son) out of work during pandemic
Chryssikos: Linda Arendt- (neighbor) disabled
Clarke: Ben Daniel - (Pat's grandson) deployed to Syria late summer
Cram: Winslow‘s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Military away from home
Diddams: Lois- problems with medications
Paul (brother)- loss of wife, not doing well
Dills: Kathy & her father
Dwyer: Karen Huddle- (friend) health problems
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Steve Trombecky- (friend) home recovering
Foster: Thomasine Davis- (aunt) hospice care
Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Andre Nemenek- (Shepherds table cook) prostate cancer
Gaston: Joseph (former pastor) prostate cancer surgery May 6th
Goodman: Barry Owen-(friend) cancer
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh‘s daughter) hospice
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen‘s sister) heart problems
Koch: Doris- fell, broken hip, at home
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer‘s
Rachel Rutledge-(granddaughter) experimental treatment
Dot- health issues, macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Eric Bryant- diagnosed with MS
Ledden: John- heart problems
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son‘s boss) going blind
Tom & Betty Clark- downsizing, and Betty has new pacemaker
Norma Jean- (Gayle‘s sister) broken collar bone
Pat- (Al‘s sister) diabetes

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Rev. Pam Ledbetter-(friend) autoimmune disease
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Palmer: Lynne- broken hip from fall, at home
Salley: David Etheridge- (fellow pastor) terminal cancer
Emily Salley- (sister-in-law) invasive breast cancer
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) chemo and radiation
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Smith: Sonya‘s parents, moving to Liberty Ridge when safe
Stetson: James & family-(son) in Colorado, has virus
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Zeph Cunningham- travel mercies
Toney: Judy- may start radiation soon
Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Mike Gillespie- (friend) hospice care
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Nancy Jordan-(neighbor) recovering from surgery
Van Dyke: Thomas Blythe- (friend) home recovering
Weeks: Mary Lohmeyer- (friend) doing well
Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Dan‘s cousin) cancer
Yodis: Linda Goshorn- (former member) fractured ribs and punctured lung from fall, recovering at
home
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers that anti-Semitism be erased
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected

You can shop for a good cause—Bedford Presbyterian Church! Shopping on Amazon Smile and
in Kroger stores can now return a percentage of your purchases as a contribution to Bedford
Presbyterian. But you have to designate us as a charity on Amazon and register Bedford
Presbyterian on your Kroger card. More information is included in this bulletin.

Dear Bedford Presbyterian Church,
Congratulations on your enrollment into the Kroger Community Rewards
Program. Your participants may begin enrolling upon receipt of this
letter.
You have been assigned a new NPO (Non-Profit Organization) number
HV363.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.
To Use the Kroger Community Rewards Program:
Simply encourage your participants to visit http://www.kroger.com, once logged into their Kroger
account they can search for Bedford Presbyterian Church either by name or HV363 and then click
Enroll. New users will need to create an account which requires some basic information, a valid
email address and a rewards card.
*Customers must have a registered Kroger rewards card account to link to your
organization.
*If a member does not yet have a Kroger rewards card, please let them know they are
available at the customer service desk at any Kroger
REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your organization until after your participants register
their rewards card. Participants must swipe their registered Kroger rewards card or use the phone
number that is related to their registered Kroger rewards card when shopping for each purchase to
count.
Thank you!
Kroger Community Rewards Department
Copyright 2018 Kroger Co., 1014 Vine Street, Cincinnati OH 45202. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -12 pm.
Even though we aren‘t meeting as normal, 5 ¢ a meal offerings and Heifer are still welcomed
and encouraged. Just mail them in as you do your pledges and contributions, with a note in the
memo line.
Do you enjoy yardwork? If you do, we are looking for volunteers to work in the church yard
mowing grass, weed eating and doing general yard work. If you are interested, please let the
office know.

Happy Birthday!!
Roy Cram- 13th
Richard Creasy- 15th
Happy Anniversary!!
John & Judy Blair- 13th

