Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2020 (176 Years)

Week of August 16th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”
from the Jazz Gospel

Bill Rutledge

Welcome and Announcements
 Don’t forget Something More has resumed and the Prayer Time meeting after worship has
resumed.
 Any other announcements are printed at the back of this bulletin.
Call to Worship:
One: Let us hold fast to what is good,
All: Rejoice in hope,
One: Persevere in prayer,
All: Give joyfully in love,
One: Stand firm in one spirit,
All: Strive side by side with one mind,
One: And worship God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.

Introit

“Times of Refreshing”

Praise Team

Prayer of Confession:
Patient and loving God, You have promised to never leave us or forsake us. You have given us
the gift of Your presence in this time and beyond time. Forgive us for the ways and times in which
we sacrifice our trust in You for easy answers or quick fixes, that ultimately neither fix nor answer
anything. Gracious God, help us see beyond the things that are transient and focus on things that
are grounded in You. Give us confident trust that our salvation is a gift from You, a result of Your
grace, given to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon:
God has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is
my helper I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?’
(Hebrews 13:5-6)
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
Gloria

“Glory Be to the Father”

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Solo

“Flee as a Bird”

Scripture:

Psalm 105: 1-22

Sermon:

Barbara Compter

Joseph- God’s Slave

Last week we left Joseph bruised, confused, and sitting at the bottom of a pit while his brothers
pondered over lunch whether to sell him into slavery or murder him. As we have learned it was in
fact their act of selling him to slave traders that actually set Joseph on the path of fulfilling God’s
plans for him becoming not only the savior of his entire family but also the entirety of Egypt and
its surrounding nations. Which is why this morning’s scripture reading rather than coming from
Genesis was a Psalm that told of Joseph’s trials in Egypt. The Psalmist knew that as horrible as
his slavery had been it was still a necessary part of God’s plan to keep His nation building
covenant with Abraham.
Interestingly, outside of the Bible there is no other historic account of Joseph’s exploits in Egypt,
nor of Moses for that matter, which is not surprising since the records of the Pharaohs tended to
enlarge only upon their victories while forgetting any defeats. So you see this idea of desiring to
erase an embarrassing past is nothing new. Yet, one of the small details that does authenticate
the historic existence of Joseph – as corroborated by other ancient texts – was that twenty pieces
of silver was the going rate of that day for a healthy male slave.
But now put yourself in Joseph’s sandals. One morning he was a privileged
teenager, wearing fine clothes, running errands for his father. By the next
morning he had been beaten, his clothes ripped off, his feet shackled
together, and an iron collar fastened around his neck for the long 300 mile,
15 day, walk down to Egypt to be sold in the slave market.
Once he had everything, now he was a nothing: a 17 year-old slave knowing neither the language
nor the customs of the culture into which he had been sold. But he wasn’t defeated because
apparently Joseph knew who was watching over him: the God of his Fathers Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. So while he spent the next 9-10 years as Potipher’s personal servant and the next 3-4
years after that as a falsely accused prisoner, Joseph knew who he was actually serving all along.
If he was going to be a slave, Joseph would be God’s slave.
Now don’t think it strange that someone would choose to live as God’s slave; this is actually a
voluntary and very healthy spiritual lifestyle that can be lived by either a physically free or
enslaved person. In fact our Bible urges ALL Christians to assume this attitude. If you consider
yourself a “Christian” then you should also consider yourself to be a slave for Christ.
Which is why, even though a free person, Paul opened his letter to the Roman Christians by
calling himself “a slave of Jesus Christ …” (Romans 1:1). Then in the midst of his explanation of how
a person is “saved,” he wrote that we really only have two choices either to live as a slave of sin
or live as a slave of God (c.f. Romans 6:16-22)…

now that you have been freed from sin
and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification.
The end is eternal life.
Romans 6:22

Understand that Paul was not merely using slavery as an illustration but actually defining a
mindset that should be the norm for all followers of Jesus Christ.
So today, particularly in view of the historic slave based racial tensions that are once again
surfacing in our culture and the desire of many to remove anything that honored that ugly past,
let’s take a hard look at what has been considered another bit of embarrassing history …. which is
the Bible’s attitude towards a life of slavery and its advice for those Christians who
have been forced involuntarily to live as slaves. Ffrom this study I hope that we might
learn a new attitude of how living as a slave of Christ actually frees us to live more joyously in this
world regardless of our other living conditions. Or as Jesus said,
if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed.
John 8:36
So let’s begin. The practice of slavery that resurfaced during the European colonial period and
which was maintained through the first 100 years of U.S. history, was justified by the claim that
with the enslaving of less civilized people we were also bettering their lives by “Christianizing”
them.
Slaves, accept the authority of your masters
… For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you
1 Peter 2:18-22

Many passages from the New Testament, like this one, were then wrongly used by slave masters
– and sadly even church pastors – to give Biblical legitimacy to the slave trade and also to help
subjugate those slaves who had become Christians; declaring that the Bible commanded them to
be content with their enslaved life and the masters they were serving.

Slaves, accept the authority of your masters
with all deference, not only those who are kind
and gentle but also those who are harsh…
For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you
1 Peter 2:18-22

It was this abuse of Biblical passages that caused many black Churches even as late as 50 years
ago to resent and reject most of the writings of the Apostles Paul and Peter. We will look at
several more of these misused Biblical texts this Tuesday during our Something More Bible study.

But suffice it to say that nowhere in the Bible is the enslavement of one human to
another ever justified, when in fact it even lists “slavers” as among the most sinful of
people, themselves deserving of death (Exodus 21:16, Deuteronomy 24:7, 1 Timothy 1:9).
Actually it was the Christianizing of the Roman Empire that eventually brought an end to slavery
during that era. Then after the practice slavery resurfaced in the colonial period of the western
world, it was again Christians who eventually brought an end to this next period as well. In
England this was accomplished peaceably by such notable Christian pastors as John Newton –
himself a former slaver -- and the politician John Wilberforce. Sadly in the United States the
ending of slavery took the form a very un-civil war leaving deep wounds and scars which continue
to haunt us to this day.
So, having been used both to justify and also to condemn slavery, what does the Bible
actually say to those living a slave’s life? To answer that question, we first need to
understand some of the historical context of slavery,
Sadly the act of enslaving others, especially defeated enemies -- which was considered more
humane than slaughtering them in mass -- has been a part of our darkened world from the most
ancient of times. Apparently it is a deeply ingrained trait within our fallen human nature
to seek to force others to work for our most benefit at their least benefit; which, even
though our Bible is filled with commands to give workers a fair compensation, still forms the crux
of current minimum wage debates (Leviticus 19:13, 1 Timothy 5:18).
So even though it never justified slavery, the Bible still had to acknowledge the persistence of
slave keeping even among many people of faith. Being reminded that they were once themselves
slaves – Israelites were only allowed to indenture their own people for up to seven years, but they
could still enslave foreigners for life (Exodus 21:2, Leviticus 25:39-45).
Since the slave industry has always been very profitable that is why it continues today even here
America and more so in the third world but thankfully not a widespread as it was in the past. It is
estimated that in New Testament times, between 30-40 percent of the population of all major
cities including Rome were slaves; most of whom never had any hope of ever gaining their own
freedom and many of whom though Peter and Paul’s efforts had become Christians. Which is also
why the Apostle made a point of introducing himself to the Roman Church as a “slave of Christ.”
So what does our Bible have to say to that person who do to circumstances beyond
their control must live the rest of their life enslaved to another human? The answer is
that if you are a Christian slave, through your faith you can and should live a much freer life.
First you should note that the Bible never taught that a person should just be content with being
enslaved. In fact, while Paul did teach that Christians should be content with whatever lot in life
finds them, with regard to slaves in particular he wrote the exact opposite.
Were you a slave when you were called?
Don’t let it trouble you — although
if you can gain your freedom, do so.
(1 Corinthians 7:21 NIV)

Second the Bible teaches that coming to faith in Christ erases all such human distinctions as male,
female, black, white, rich, poor, slave, or free. In the Christian family everyone has equal worth,
is equally loved by God, and must be treated with equal respect by their brothers and sisters in
the faith; whatever their status or rank (1 Corinthians 12:12-27, Galatians 3:28, Colossians 3:11, James 2). This is
why the Christian faith from the start was very popular among the working and slave classes ...
because it gave these people a sense of self worth and status far better than they had in their
secular lives.
Thirdly, the teaching that through Christ’s forgiveness we are freed from the power of sin to now
live for God and with a joyous future hope, gave those who were physically enslaved a higher
purpose for their lives and the ability in spirit – if not in body – to rise above their current
circumstances (Romans 6:15-23). As Paul would write to the Corinthian Church: Christ died for all, so

that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them. (2 Co. 5:15)

Which brings us to the most difficult and often abused slave passages in our Bible.
The Bible does teach, that given a new sense of purpose and worth, and a mission to accomplish
in the name of Christ even if living as a slave, a Christian can choose to live that life for the glory
of God. They can and should serve their masters as if they are serving Christ because as
Paul would often write ... God is not only with them to bring something good out of their enslaved
circumstances and that God is also the one who will reward them for their service no matter what
their earthly masters do. So Paul did instruct those Christians who were slaves to ...

obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you
would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, because you
know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether
they are slave or free.
And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know
that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with
him. (Ephesians 6:5-9, cf: Colossians 3:22-24 )
As noted by this verse, Paul was also quick to remind Christian Masters that they too served a
higher master who would reward them according to the way they treated those under their
authority (Colossians 4:1). In fact Paul’s brief letter to Philemon was written to a Christian slave
master asking him to receive back, not to punish but forgive, and perhaps even to free Onesimus
his runaway slave who had somehow ended up ministering to Paul in prison. Onesimus probably
carried this letter with him as he was being returned to face Philemon’s judgment.
Which finally brings us back to Joseph as a slave in Egypt. We can tell both from the events of
his story and his response to Potipher’s wife about not wanting to sin against God, that Joseph
recognized his life – even as a slave – was under the watchful care of God. Even while Potipher
was his earthly master, Joseph had determined to be God’s Slave and because of this Joseph did

not just survive exile, slavery, anonymity, and false imprisonment in a foreign land - he thrived
under it.
Genesis describes Joseph the slave as a “successful man” noting that everything he did
“prospered” (39:2-3). The same is true of his time in prison, God was not only with Joseph, but
also made whatever he did to prosper so much so that Joseph ended up becoming the in-house
manager of the entire prison (39:21-23). And of course in time, living as God’s slave, Joseph ended
up feeding all of Egypt along with his family.
Now for the take home: What is your attitude about the life you are living?
 Did you think you were only living for yourself?
 Do you feel enslaved to some lifestyle that is beyond your control?
Christ’s message is the same to you as it has been to every person slave or free that ever lived.
To live as God’s slave frees you up to live life to its fullest no matter whatever else is happening in
your life. For if the Son sets you free,

you will be free indeed.
Let’s pray about this.

Response to the Word of God
Worship Song

“A Pure Heart”

Praise Team

Affirmation of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. He
descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the tomb. He
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. We believe
in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of
healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.
Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know
for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself and the fact that I think that I am following
Your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please You
does in fact please You and I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never
do anything apart from that desire and I know that if I do this, You will lead me by the right road
though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust You always, though I may seem to be
lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for You are ever with me and You will never leave
me to face my perils alone.

Lord’s Prayer: Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
The Sending Forth
Benediction (from Susie Larson Blessings)
May God's opinion matter far more to you than man's opinion.
May His dreams for you speak louder than your fears.
May you refuse to read into situations that make you anxious.
May Jesus' promise to protect and provide be enough for you.
May His forgiveness wash over every sin from your past. And may you rise up in the knowledge
that He's made you brand new, through and through. No spot or stain on you!
Postlude

“Hymn of Praise”

Bill Rutledge

Joys- August 16th
Joy- to see Al Toney in church
Joy that Nancy Van Dyke’s mother celebrated her 93rd birthday
Concerns- August 16th
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) health issues
Eunice- sciatica
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) cancer, struggling with chemo
Blair: James Thorne- (scout) rare skin infection, doing better
Katy Neel- (LHS student) scleroderma
Glen Murgacz- (friend) terminal brain cancer
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from partial lung removal
Michael -(son) out of work during pandemic
Roy Graeber- (Sammy’s cousin)- recovering from intestinal surgery
Nancy Boone- (Sammy’s cousin’s wife) cancer
Chryssikos: Linda Arendt- (neighbor) disabled
Clarke: Ben Daniels - (Pat's grandson) deployed to Syria late summer
Compter: friends exposed to Covid
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Military away from home
DeWitt: Terry Sharp- (cousin) ceases chemo treatment- hospice
Diddams: Lois- problems with medications
Paul (brother)- loss of wife, not doing well
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Steve Trombecky- (friend) home recovering
Christina- (daughter) lives in Covid hotspot
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Andre Nemenek- (Shepherds table cook) prostate cancer
Goodman: Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice
Gould: Jay- home, recovering from heart bypass surgery
Griggs: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer
Harris: Judy- still having throat problems
Jim- recovering from knee surgery
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Koch: Doris- stroke
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Lambert: The Bond family

Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues
Meyers: Scouts needing new meeting place and Scout Master
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Rev. Pam Ledbetter-(friend) home, doing well
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Neal & Win Holland- in Australia, whole family has Covid
Salley: David Etheridge- (fellow pastor) terminal cancer
Emily Salley- (sister-in-law) invasive breast cancer, mastectomy
Jerry Falwell Jr.
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) chemo and radiation
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Toney: Judy- finished radiation
Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
That they find a home in Bedford
Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Dan’s cousin) cancer
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected
Prayers for our divided country and the violence occurring
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

We extend our sympathy to Lorraine Ledden and family on the passing of John Ledden.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4pm.
Even though we aren’t meeting as normal, 5 ¢ a meal offerings and Heifer are still welcomed
and encouraged. Just mail them in as you do your pledges and contributions, with a note in the
memo line.

Happy Birthday!!
Edith Weeks -17th
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear Church Family,
“Gratitude is one of the least articulate of the emotions, especially when it is
deep.” – Felix Frankfurter, American Supreme Court Justice

Words hardly convey the feelings I have for Bedford Presbyterian
Church and each of you. I have always believed that I am blessed
and being a part of this loving and generous congregation is proof
number one. Thank you very much for the love gift you gave me last week.
The past year has been a bit difficult, but you all have been so supportive. As I seem to
face new challenges by the week, I simply have to look around me and know that you are
there. I look at what others of us are enduring and I feel God’s strength in and through you.
Thank you so much for caring,
Bill Mitchell
“Appreciation is a wonderful thing: it makes what is excellent in others belong to us as well.” – Voltaire

