Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2020 (176 Years)

Week of August 30th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Ke Akua Mana E”

Video

Welcome and Announcements
 Don’t forget Something More has resumed and the Prayer Time meeting after worship has
resumed.
 All other announcements are printed at the back of this bulletin.
Call to Worship:
Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise from the ends of the earth, you who go down to the sea,
and all that is in it, you islands, and all who live in them. Let the wilderness and its towns raise
their voices; let the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice. Let the people of Sela sing for joy; let
them shout from the mountaintops. Let them give glory to the Lord and proclaim his praise in the
islands.
(Isaiah 42: 10-12 NIV)

Introit

“Sing the Lord a New Song”

Praise Team

Prayer of Confession:
Holy and merciful God, in these days of fear and uncertainty, forgive our little faith; forgive our
selfishness; forgive our carelessness in failing to always do the ‘right thing’ for the sake of others.
As we stay home, forgive us if we also turn inward, forgetting those in need and neglecting our
time with You and Your Word. Have mercy we pray, in the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon: (Psalm 103:8, 10-12)
The Lord is compassionate and gracious; slow to anger and abounding in loving kindness. He has
not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as high as
the heavens are above the earth, so great is His loving kindness toward those who fear Him. As
far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
Gloria

“Glory Be to the Father”

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Children’s Sermon:

Adapted from: There’s a Law in Hawaii That Says You Have to Be Nice to People. By Samantha Rosen,
ThePointsGuy.Com, Oct 20, 2018
https://thepointsguy.com/news/aloha-spirit-law-hawaii-be-nice/#:~:text=It's%20called%20the%20%E2%80%9CAloha%20Spirit,emote%20good%20feelings%20to%20others.

How would you respond to someone saying that you “must think and emote good
feelings to others.” That sounds like the kind of spiritual mush you would expect to hear from
ALOHA!

your yoga instructor at the end of class. But it is, in fact, an actual law in Hawaii. It’s called the
“Aloha Spirit” law, and it’s encoded in the Hawaii Revised Statutes (Section 5-7.5).
Aloha is an interesting word. It can mean both “hello” and “goodbye” but it also has a deeper
cultural and spiritual significance to native Hawaiians, including feelings of love, affection, peace,
compassion, mercy, and recognition of the unity of all humanity, towards the person being so
greeted.
Thus, Hawaiian law declares that the, “The Aloha Spirit is a coordination of mind and heart within
each person,” so that they think and act kindly towards others. Or in layman’s terms: be nice or
leave.
Actually, this is great advice to live by, which also sounds similar to Jesus’
teaching that the greatest thing we can do is to love the Lord your God with all
your heart, mind, soul, and strength and your neighbor as yourself. But I
think Jesus teaching even goes a bit further, because when you first love God
– the creator of our world and everyone living in it – then certainly you should
also be loving both other people and the world He created for us all to live in.
Thus, whether or not we live in Hawaii, we can all strive to live by the Aloha
Spirit because we already know and love the source of everything aloha stands
for. So, Aloha, in Jesus’ name.

Duet
Scripture:
Sermon:

“I Ke Alo O Jesu”

Bill & Deanna

James 1: 19-27
Weighty Words to Live By: Amen & Sanctification

Portions adapted from “The Sanctification Mirror” by Troy Borst @ SErmonCentral.Com

When you think about it, every culture does have its own collection of special words like ALOHA
or MAHALO, which you normally wouldn’t expect to hear outside of Hawaii, or a Tiki Bar, or in this
case a church in Bedford, but as mentioned during the children’s sermon, such words always
carry more meaning within the culture where they live than when merely being repeated by
outsiders.
In the Christian Church, we also use certain words that have great meaning for us, which you
don’t often hear used anywhere else. For example: AMEN

“Amen” is used 57 times in the Old and New Testament and it is the last word in the Bible
(Revelation 22:21). But because it is not a word used outside of church circles.
What does it mean? Why is it at the end of every prayer?
Well,





like “aloha,” “amen” can mean different things depending where it is used in a sentence.
At the beginning of a statement, amen means “Truly” or “I am saying the truth.”
Shouted out in the middle of a sermon it means: Preach it, I agree with you.
At the end of a sentence or prayer, the phrase means “so be it” or “may it be fulfilled.”
For Battlestar Galactica fans, it means “so say we all!”

So, at the end of a public prayer, saying amen means you agree with the person who is praying…
you agree with the sentiments expressed and requests made; you join with the speaker in asking
God to hear and respond to the prayer.
At the end of a private prayer, saying amen means something a little different I think. At the end
of a personal prayer (just you and God talking), “amen” is a way for you to say “this is what I ask
relying on your will to accomplish.” It is the same thing as saying “not my will, but what You
want God.” Saying amen means we offer our prayers, but take His answer no matter the answer.
Another churchy word – and a $5 dollar word – that we pretty much just use only among
Christians is… SANCTIFICATION, which is perhaps better understood by its simple definition:
“to be made holy.” Like aloha or amen, sanctification also has more than one meaning
depending upon how it is used, and who is using it.
When referring to what God has done for us, sanctification means that through our faith in the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ God’s son, God the Father has both declared and also rebirthed us [made us into being] “holy people” – people who can live with and be useful to our
holy God. This part of sanctification is completely God’s work within us. It is His doing. As the
Apostle Paul wrote ...
... Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her with
the washing of water by the word,
Ephesians 5:25-26

That’s one meaning of the word “sanctify:” what God has done for us through Christ Jesus His
son. The other meaning of this word is what we are expected to be doing because God has
declared us to be His holy people. Now that we have been made holy, we are expected to
work at becoming holier every day of our life.
That kind of Sanctification is what the apostle Peter means when he writes...

As he who called you is holy,
be holy yourselves
in all your conduct;
1 Peter 1:15

Now the interesting thing is that the word “sanctification” does not show up in our scripture
reading today, in fact it doesn’t show up anywhere in James’ letter to the churches, but both
being made and becoming holy is what his letter is all about.
For instance in the “being made holy by God” use of the word, James writes
In fulfillment of his own purpose [the Father of lights ] gave us birth by the word of truth ...
James 1:17-18

And in the instance of “living up to the holy person which you have become” James writes....
Therefore rid yourselves of all ... wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that
has the power to save your souls.
James 1:21

God’s work of sanctifying us is a onetime event; it happens when we are “born again” into God’s
family. But our work of sanctification is an ongoing, everyday, continual process of growing holier
as we begin to think and act more like Christ Jesus our savior, our brother, our model for holy
living.
 Each day we are called to be more faithful and more holy.
 Each day we are called to be more Christ-like.
 Each day we are called to follow God more than we did yesterday.
That’s our part in sanctification.
The reason why I chose today’s scripture is because while the entire Letter of James is all about
telling us of ways in which we are to be growing holier, today’s portion gives a clear illustration of
how we can daily grow holier. James writes...

For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a
mirror and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like James 1:23

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror;
for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like.
But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being
not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.
James 1:22-25
Notice that in this illustration, James is comparing and contrasting two people who look into a
mirror. Those who only casually glance in the mirror on their way past, soon forget what they
look like. But those who “persevere,” meaning they purposely and continually look into the
mirror over time, they are changed.

Jesus






often used comparison and contrast in His illustrations as well.
He taught about the Wise and Foolish Builders (Matthew 7:26-29),
The Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-31),
The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31),
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14),
and the Two Servants (Matthew 24:45-51, Mark 13:34-37, Luke 12:35-48).

Comparing things lets us see truth. Contrasting two items allows us to understand the point of
what is being taught. In each one of these illustrations we are being asked, “which of
these people are you right now?”
Here, James uses the illustration of two people looking into a mirror to explain why our daily work
at sanctification [at becoming more holy] is so important. But first we need to understand what
mirror it is that we are supposed to be looking into.
James writes that we are to be doers of the word not merely hearers who deceive themselves
(vs.22). So the mirror represents “the word,” the Bible, the teachings of Jesus, God’s way of
living, God’s will.
Since the first purpose of any mirror is self-examination, what James wants us to understand, is
that it is easy to read God’s Word or hear a message and see where someone else needs to
change. It is a whole other matter to read God’s Word or hear a message which, we
use like a mirror to examine ourselves truthfully and apply the lesson right to us.
In this portion of scripture James writes that growing in holiness requires:
 We be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger, for anger doesn’t produce God’s
righteousness in us; doesn’t make us more holy (19-20).
 We are to get rid of moral filth
 And any other form of evil in our lives (verse 21)
 We are to humbly accept the Word of God as it is planted in us (verse 22)
 We are to do what God commands and live His way (verse 22)
 We are to watch what we say (verse 26)
 We are to look after orphans and widows (verse 27)
 We are to keep ourselves from being polluted by the world (verse 27)
If we are actually doing these things rather than just reading our Bible or hearing a sermon about
them, then we are growing holier; if not then we have forgotten who we are (see also 2 Peter 15-9).
James is asking us to take a serious look at ourselves in the mirror of God’s word and honestly
decide who we are. Are we actually a faithful “doer” or only a self-deceiving hearer of God’s
word? That is a rather hard challenge to face up to, but in today’s casual Christian
world this is a very necessary question that everyone who calls themselves Christian
must ask.

Just like in Jesus’ teachings…
 are we the Wise or the Foolish Builder? (Matthew 7:26-29)
 are we the returning prodigal or the stubborn stay at home, who never gets it? (Matthew
21:28-31)
 are we the Rich Man or Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31)
 are we the Pharisee or the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14)
 what kind of servant are we? (Luke 12:35-48).
What does this illustration say to us today?
 Many people have the mistaken idea that hearing a good sermon is what makes us grow
and what allows us to be blessed by God.
 Or going to church each week means we are automatically a good person.
 Or taking notes on the Bible message means we automatically know the Bible well. But we
never look at them again to see how we actually need to change.
James is saying that our relationship with God is not an auto-pilot kind of relationship, but one
where we must have the intention to honestly look at who we are and be going where God wants
to take us in becoming more like Him!
If our intent is to become more holy, to move towards godliness, then every time we encounter
the Scriptures we need to intently, honestly, realistically, look at ourselves in its reflection.











Is anger ruling over you in some way? (1:19-20)
Are you morally filthy and living a lifestyle you should not? (1:21, 27)
Is God’s Word planted in your heart because you study His Word? (1:22)
Do you live His way or your way? (1:22)
Do you curse a lot? Gossip a lot? Tear people down a lot in conversations? (1:26, 3:1-12)
Do you help needy folks? (1:27)
Does racism have a root in your heart? (2:1-9)
Are you all talk with nothing to back it up when it comes to faith? (2:14-16)
Are you selfish? (3:13-18, 4:1-6)

Only you can know how seriously you take your relationship with God and how seriously you look
at yourself when looking at the Bible; how seriously you treat the teachings of Jesus.
You see James understands that Christianity is not about rules and regulations (even though
those do exist), but about a “law of liberty” that gives us freedom to continually follow after
God and as we grow into living the holy life that makes us more useful to Him.
The lesson that you should take home from this morning’s message is very much dependent on
where you are in your walk with the Lord. Are you working at growing or have you forgotten what
it means to call yourself a Christian?
The process of sanctification, of daily growing holier in our walk with Christ, can be compared to
an iceberg, which is almost 90% underwater. As the sun shines on the iceberg, the exposed part
melts, moving the lower part upward. In the same way, we are usually aware of only a small part
of our sinfulness and need – the small part sticking above the water – which is all we can deal
with at any one time. However, as the light of God’s word shines on our lives, it changes us both

in the areas we know about, and helps us become aware of new areas next in need of the work
of God.
But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but
doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing
Acts 1:25
(ministry127.com/resources/illustration/sanctification-demonstrated-by-an-iceberg)

One more thing that James says in this passage is that the Gospel is “the perfect law of liberty.”
What does he mean by that? Well, each of us deals with our sinful nature in our lives. All of us
sin. All of us do and say things that are wrong. We have wrong attitudes. Sin keeps us trapped in
guilt and separated from God. Sin separates us from God and actually restricts us from following
Him.

But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not
hearers who forget but doers who act — they will be blessed in their doing
Amen?
Let’s pray about this.

Response to the Word of God
Hymn

“Ekolu Mea Nui”

Praise Team

Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. On the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Let us, O Lord, offer our lives, our hearts and our gifts to serve You. As our vision is renewed, so
renew our acts of kindness, our dedication to show Jesus to the world and our desire to make our
spheres of influence better reflect the glory of God. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer: Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Sending Forth
Benediction (Eph. 3:20)
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Postlude

“Hymn of Praise”

Bill Rutledge

Joys- August 30th
Paul Van Dyke is thankful for new video system
Linda Benton’s friend, Linda Crawford had great news on latest medical tests
John Salley’s friend, David Etheridge is still alive and in no pain
Barbara Compter- thankful for going camping with friends. Her friend, Vicky and son both had
good results from test.
Christy Boone- thankful her grandsons went fishing at the Blair’s
Concerns- August 30th
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) health issues
Eunice- sciatica
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) cancer, good test results
Blair: James Thorne- (scout) rare skin infection, doing better
Katy Neel- (LHS student) scleroderma
Glen Murgacz- (friend) terminal brain cancer
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from partial lung removal
Michael -(son) out of work during pandemic
Roy Graeber- (Sammy’s cousin)- recovering from intestinal surgery
Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Family of Rob Quick who committed suicide
Carey: Laura- prayer outreach ministry, boldness and protection
Chryssikos: Linda Arendt- (neighbor) disabled
Compter: friends exposed to Covid
Elizabeth- (friend) nearing end of life, not a believer
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Military away from home
DeWitt: Terry Sharp- (cousin) passed way, prayers for family
Diddams: Lois- problems with medications
Paul (brother)- loss of wife, not doing well
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Steve Trombecky- (friend) home recovering
Christina- (daughter) lives in Covid hotspot
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Andre Nemenek- (Shepherds table cook) prostate cancer
Goodman: Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice
Griggs: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer
Harris: Judy- doing better
Jim- recovering from knee surgery

Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Koch: Doris- stroke
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues
Meyers: Scouts needing new meeting place and Scout Master
Monk: Libby- hurt her hip and in pain
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Rev. Pam Ledbetter-(friend) home, doing well
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Neal & Win Holland- in Australia, whole family has Covid
Salley: Emily Salley- (sister-in-law) upcoming double mastectomy
California/ Oregon dealing with fires, Louisiana /Texas hurricane aftermath
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) chemo and radiation
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Smith: Dorothy Smith (John’s mother) moving into assisted living, prayers she comes to the Lord
Kathi McCarl- (friend) had back surgery, not lucid after surgery
Stetson: David Wykle- lymphoma
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Dan’s cousin) cancer
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected
Prayers for our divided country and the violence occurring
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

August Clerk’s Corner
 It’s back! Something More Bible study has resumed with 11-13 in attendance and 2-6 on
Zoom.
 The Presbytery Report: John Blair was our commissioner to the Presbytery meeting,
which was held on Zoom.
o Carl Utley, who had been acting in an interim capacity, was installed as the General
Presbyter.
o John voiced that the outreach position should be full-time and will pursue the matter
at the next meeting.
o John Salley added that only housekeeping matters were handled at the General
Assembly in June.
 In recognition of his help with taping services, Bill Mitchell was presented with a donation
from the congregation at the August 2 service.
 Hollywood comes to Bedford: Sanctuary Video Retrofit is up and running! Volunteers are
needed to train and run the equipment.
 Due to the Corona virus, John’s vacation schedule has been changed to September 25 to
October 9. Philip Parker did not preach on August 9, but he will preach on October 3.
 Did you notice? With health concerns no longer an issue, session approved the cushions,
Bibles, and hymnals be returned to the sanctuary for use during worship.
 Dreaming of palm trees and sunny beaches? In keeping with tradition, Aloha Sunday will
be celebrated on August 30. But in keeping with safety precautions, the celebration will not
include a post-service fellowship activity.
 Things are looking brighter: John Blair was able to take advantage of a sale and order
lights for the Fellowship Hall and hallway. Installation pending.
 Not homeless: The Boy Scouts have been offered the Fellowship Hall and downstairs
Sunday School classrooms if an alternate to the Community Center is needed.
 A service contract with Romar Elevators has been signed. This will be a great savings for
the church.
 The Sidewalk Sale scheduled for September 12 has been canceled, however Avenel
House is holding a community outdoor sale ($10 for a table) if anyone is interested
 Bring your chairs! The Churchmen concert will be still be held on September 12. The
church is offering this as a ministry to the community and is prepared to subsidize as
needed. But donations are welcome!
 More good news: Finances remain healthy and cash flow good: expenses are under
budget and contributions are up for June and July.
 Tell your friends!! A DONATE button now resides on the website where credit card
donations can be made to our Church through the Presbyterian Foundation (who charge
2% for the service.
 Keep Smiling: Also information for having AmazonSmile and Kroger make a contribution
based on your purchases can also be found on our website at bedfordpresbyva.org

Three new ways to support Bedford Presbyterian Church ministries
CREDIT CARD! -- Go to the Bedford Presbyterian Website and look for the
DONATE button. Donations through the website will be charged a 2% processing
fee by the Presbyterian Foundation.
For more information:
https://www.bedfordpresbyva.org/donate.html

SHOP ONLINE! – on your web browser or cell phone app shop at
Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com). Register Bedford Presbyterian as
your charity of choice and Amazon will .5% of your entire eligible
purchase price to the church.
For more information: https://smile.amazon.com/

SHOP IN THE STORE – Link your Kroger Card to Bedford Presbyterian Church as
your charity of choice and a percentage of all your purchases will be contributed to the
church.
For more information:
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards

The CHURCHMEN in CONCERT: FREE
Saturday, September 12th 7pm
at the Bedford Farmers Market
(Rain date: Sep. 13th)

Join us outside for a beautiful evening with some of the best Bluegrass Gospel
music you’ve ever heard.
Based in Collinsville, Virginia, the Churchmen’s Southern Gospel style and four part harmony, along with
bluegrass instrumentation, gives them a unique and joyous sound that has gained attention all across the
country and abroad.
Bring your own lawn chairs.
Your own refreshments (non-alcoholic please).
Sit anywhere you want.
Please also follow “SOCIAL DISTANCING” guidelines for the safety of your family and others.
-----------------------------This event is simply meant to be a blessing from Bedford Presbyterian Church for the entire Community. If
you would like to help defray the cost of the concert, a free-will offering will be collected during the
intermission. For more information call the
Bedford Presbyterian Church office: (540) 586-5284

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We have a new address for Gerda Schubert. Her family has moved
into a larger home with a landscaped garden for her to enjoy.
Please take a moment to send a card, letting her know
you are thinking of and missing her.
45 Vollers Drive
Branchburg, NJ 08876

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution (also 5 ¢ a meal and Heifer) or you
can drop by the office, Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4pm.

September Birthdays
Bill Yodis- 2
James Harris- 12
Sandy Scheurer -12
Deanna Rutledge -16
Dick Kibbey - 17
Christine Riley - 18
Harold Neal -19
Barbara Saunders- 20
Sydney Dills -24
Ron Morris -24
Morgann Dills- 25
Jay Barnes – 29
September Anniversaries
Jay & Eunice Barnes - 11
Gerald & Tammy DeWitt - 19

hauʻoli lā hānau!!!!
Celebrating Bill & Deanna’s
Sixth anniversary at BPC!!!
We are so blessed with their Music Ministry!!

