Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2020 (176 Years)

Week of October 25th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Morning Has Broken”

arr. Nathan Wilkerson

Words of Welcome and Announcements.
 Mark your calendars! November 22nd is Harvest Home Sunday, where we collect canned
goods for the needy and also the Congregational Meeting will be following the service.
 All other announcements are printed at the back of this bulletin.
Call to Worship:
One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!
All: Serve the Lord with gladness; come into His presence with singing.
One: Know that the Lord is God.
All: It is He that made us and we are His. We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
One: Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him; bless
His Name.
All: For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever and His faithfulness to all
generations. Amen.
Introit

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”

Praise Team

Prayer of Confession:
God of vine and branches, source and power of our life in You, we confess we tend to feel more
comfortable in the realm of religious ideas about You, than to be in a close relationship with You.
We would rather talk about You, than walk with You, for we do not know where You may lead or
what You would require of us. We confess our failure to trust and love You, to be open to You and
to be dependent upon a relationship with You, so that we may be followers and coworkers in the
up-building of Your earthly realm. Forgive us, we pray, in Jesus Christ. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon:
God has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is
my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?’
(Hebrews 13:5-6)
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
Gloria

“Glory Be to the Father”

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Scripture

Exodus 16:1-8

Sermon:

Raining Bread from Heaven

After the parting of the Red Sea, today’s story is the only other one we are going to tell from the
three months that it took Israel to travel out of Egypt to Mount Sinai, the Mountain of God. In
your Bibles this time period spans five chapters from Exodus Chapter 14 - 19. I do hope you are
reading along with these stories at home, because a lot more happens than I will be able to share
with you in this one message.
For instance following the drowning of Pharaoh’s army with the closing of the Red Sea over the
top of their chariots, Moses writes a psalm of victory and then his sister Miriam takes her
tambourine and leads the women of Israel in a dance of victory (15:1-21).

‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown
into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a
warrior; the Lord is his name. (15:1-3)
Wouldn’t you love to have been there with the Children of Israel singing and dancing their praise
to God by the seashore?
But having walked just three days away from the Red Sea into the wilderness, the people are
once again complaining against Moses. They are thirsty and the spring they have arrived at was
undrinkable; so they blame Moses. After God has shown Moses how to make the water drinkable
and has quenched their thirst, for the first of many times God sets down some statutes and
ordinances for the people to follow. He also calls these rules “a test” for the people:

If you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in his
sight, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will not bring upon
you any of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lord who heals
you.’ (15:26).
As they would many times later, I am sure that the people agreed right there that the Lord was
their protector, their provider, their healer and everything the Lord tells them they will faithfully
do. But it only takes another month before the people are again complaining against Moses – and
by extension God - saying how nice life had been back in Egypt. This time their complaint is
about hunger. How easily it seems that they forget.

If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill
this whole assembly with hunger.’ (16:3)
This isn’t the last time they complain, in fact the Israelites make a regular habit of grumbling
against God and Moses throughout their 40 year sojourn in the wilderness and at first God deals
gently with their complaints, but later their grumblings will bring about some rather severe
discipline from God. No matter what God does for them, the Israelites faith lasts only until the
next crisis and they go right back to talking about the good old days in Egypt.

But here is where we will stop and spend some time today. Because four weeks into their
wilderness journey when people begin to complain of hunger, God then sets up a miraculous
feeding program that will carry them along for the next 40 years. God tells Moses that He will
“rain bread from Heaven” for them on a daily basis (16:4). All they have to do is gather it
according to His specific guidelines and they will never go hungry again. Whether or not the
Israelites notice, this will actually be a forty-year-long miracle, occurring on a daily basis; so if
they are looking, every Israelite could personally recognize God’s miraculous providence for them
every single day.
Not surprisingly, when we recite the line from the Lord’s Prayer, give us this day our daily
bread, we are echoing what God was trying to teach the Israelites during their forty year sojourn
in the wilderness; not only can we trust God – if needed - to part our Red Seas for us, but we can
also trust Him every single day to deliver today’s bread for today’s need.
And again, whether or not they realize it, this daily miracle which they are to harvest according to
God’s rules – will be for them a test to see how faithfully they might follow God’s ordinances.
Every morning, when the Israelis looked out their tent flaps they would find a white flaky
substance covering the ground. When they first saw it, they asked “what is this?” which is how
Manna got its name. They could boil it like porridge, they could bake it like bread and it was
delicious to eat – tasting like honey. But God’s first rule was that they were only to gather an
“omer” per person each day (an omer is about two quarts).
Here then is where the first everyday miracle occurred. Those persons who out of lack of faith
gathered more than their daily needs and those people who for whatever reason gathered less
than their daily needs, when they returned to their tents to measure their harvest each would
have just an omer per person; no more, no less, they always harvested just what they needed for
the day (16:18). A daily miraculous proof of God’s ability to provide.
The second rule God gave them to follow was to keep none of the manna overnight; to not hoard
it. They were to trust God each and every day to give them just enough manna for that day and
then to trust God for tomorrow to give them the manna they would need tomorrow. Those
people who tried to store some of their harvested manna for the next morning would find by the
next day that it had spoiled or was worm infested. This was the second “test” from God that
many of the Israelites failed. When Moses heard of their failed attempts to hoard manna, He
became very angry with them.
Now here is the third rule and the second miracle which occurred on a weekly basis. For five
days they were to gather enough for only that day, but on the sixth day they were to gather twice
as much so that they would have food to eat on Sabbath without having to work for it. This is the
first time a Sabbath day of rest was mentioned in Scripture (16:22-26). And miraculously any
other day that they tried to gather enough food for the next day, that food would spoil. But the
double portion they gathered on the sixth day did not spoil.
Even more miraculously, the manna that faithfully appeared daily for six days, on the Sabbath day
it would not appear. On Sabbath even God was resting, and he expected the people to join Him
in this holy rest. But don’t you just know that on the Sabbath some people – while having
sufficient manna sitting in their tents – nevertheless went out looking for more manna that wasn’t
there.

With their daily provision of miraculous bread, God had also given them three tests of their faith,
that at first the Israelites regularly failed:
 Gather only enough for each day except on the sixth day when you can gather a double
portion.
 Keep none of the manna overnight except for the double portion gathered on the sixth day
so that you may continue to eat while joining with God for a Sabbath rest.
 Don’t go looking for manna on the seventh day when you are expected to be resting.
When God witnessed people out looking for manna on the seventh day, got mad and said to the
Israelites,

‘How long will you refuse to keep my commandments and instructions? See! The Lord has
given you the Sabbath, therefore on the sixth day he gives you food for two days; each of
you stay where you are; do not leave your place on the seventh day.’ So the people rested
on the seventh day (16:26-30).
I am happy to report that eventually Israel learned and began to faithfully honor this Sabbath
lesson. Many years later in the midst of Israel’s wilderness sojourn, after having been given and
promising to faithfully obey God’s Ten Commandments, a man went out on a Sabbath to gather
firewood. Those who found him gathering wood, brought him to Moses and Aaron asking what
should be done to him. Then after the Sabbath, at God’s command, all the people took this man
out of camp and stoned him. That is how seriously God expected the Israelites to keep even His
Sabbath command (Numbers 15:32-36).
Then the final miraculous part of this daily feeding program was that it occurred every six days for
forty years, for the entirety of Israel’s wilderness sojourn until the day they entered the Promised
Land where they could harvest and gather their own food. But before this daily provision of
manna stopped, Moses had Aaron, the High Priest gather up an omer of manna in a jar to place
in the Ark of the Covenant, where supposedly it still sits to this day as a reminder of God’s ability
to faithfully, daily, give His people their daily bread.
In the next few weeks we will come with Israel to Sinai, to the Mountain of God, where they will
camp for 1-2 years (depending upon how you interpret Numbers 10:11-12), as they receive the Ten
commandments along with God’s other regulations for life and for constructing the Ark of the
Covenant along with a tabernacle in which to place it, but where they also will sin by building the
golden calf. All these are stories for another day. What remains for us today is to take lesson
from God’s forty year provision of bread from heaven.
------------------------------For the forty years that Israel wandered through the wilderness, they received God’s miraculous
provision of food and water for the entire time that they could not provide such for themselves.
Yet whenever life got the slightest bit difficult, they would grumble against God and reminisce
about how great life had been back in Egypt. But regardless of their early lack of faith, God still
graciously provided for their needs in ways that they probably did not even recognize as being
miraculous.
It is easy for us to condemn their attitude, yet I suspect had we been there we too would have
joined in with the grumbling. Because the desert is a hard place to live, especially when we lack
the resources to care for ourselves and must rely on God’s daily provision of this day’s food. In
contrast, we live in fat times where we have seldom had to rely – for more than a brief period –
on God’s provision of our daily bread and so our faith is relatively weak. Yet there have been

those, like the Children of Israel, who have lived through such times and I don’t doubt that there
are also Christians all around our world today who continue to live by such daily faith.
Both satisfaction with the life we live and faith in God’s daily provision are benefits of a mature
faith if we don’t want to learn these traits by going through our own deserts, perhaps we can
learn from those who have. As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian Christians,

These things happened to [Israel in the wilderness] to serve as an example, and they were
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you
are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to
endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:11-13).
One more thing we can learn from the life of Israel in the wilderness is how miraculously their
needs were met yet how seldom they noticed. At the end of their forty year sojourn Moses would
point out to Israel not only their miraculous daily provision of bread, but also that neither their
clothing nor their sandals had worn out during the entire journey (Deuteronomy 29:5). How often do
we go through our daily lives taking for granted the miraculous ways that God cares for us.
Perhaps it seems trite to say that all life is a miracle, but as we look at our lives from the very
breath we take, to the daily evidence of God’s provision all around us, we will awaken to the
everyday miracles that make up our life. As the Psalmist declares,

O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! ...
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them? (from Psalm 8).
Let us learn from the children or Israel in the wilderness not to take God’s daily provision for our
life for granted and to trust Him to give this day our daily bread.
Let’s pray about this.

Response to the Word of God
Hymn

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Praise Team

Affirmation of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. He
descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the tomb. He
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. We believe
in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of
healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.

Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Can what we bring to this time of offering really heal a broken world? Can our hour of prayer and
song transform our hearts and minds to do Your work in the world? In faith, we trust that we can
and we will. Bless now our intentions and our offerings, Holy God. Bless now our lives and our
commitments. By Your Spirit, reform our lives into ones worthy of the task You place before us. In
the spirit of Jesus our Christ, we pray. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer- Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
The Sending Forth
Benediction
As he has promised, God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Phip 4:19)
Postlude

“God Be with You till We Meet Again”

Nathan Wilkerson

Joys- October 25th
Blair: Joy and thanks for the contributions for the yard sale
Concerns- October 25th
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) health issues
Eunice- sciatica, torn rotator cuff
Sonya Forte- (daughter) broken wrist
Bedford Church of God: Twenty members have covid,
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) last treatment
Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) lymphoma- chemo
Glen Murgacz- (friend) terminal brain cancer, under hospice care
Rhonda Witt- (neighbor) hospitalized with blood infection, home now
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from partial lung removal
Roy Boone- (Sammy’s cousin)-loss of wife
Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Cindy Hackman- (neighbor) foot surgery
Compter: friends exposed to covid
Elizabeth- (friend) nearing end of life, not a believer
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter-(brother) heart failure
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for his faith
Diddams: Lois- problems with medications
Paul (brother)- loss of wife, not doing well
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma- chemo
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Steve Trombecky- (friend) home recovering
Christina- (daughter) lives in Covid hotspot
Peter Klaus- (brother) motorcycle accident
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Andre Nemenek- (Shepherds table cook) prostate cancer
Mike Milton- (friend Donna Cone’s brother) tested positive
Marian Kelly- (friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker
Goodman: Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice
Gould: Venus- prayers for Lake Charles, LA
Grigg: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer
Harris: Judy- recovering from surgery
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Koch: Doris- recovering from hip surgery

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Susan Henderson- (friend) got infection from medical pump
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues
Meyers: Patty- colon cancer, has begun treatments
Mitchell: Bill- cancer, chemo and injections
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Rev. Pam Ledbetter-(friend) home, doing well
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Salley: West Coast dealing with fires, Gulf hurricane aftermath
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) chemo and radiation
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny- (son) colon cancer
Sandy- heart episode
Smith: Dorothy Smith (John’s mother) moved into assisted living, prays she comes to the Lord
Bill Walker- (Sonya’s father) late stage Parkinson’s
Stetson: David Wykle- lymphoma
Ron- (friend) medical issues and sudden blindness
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Mike Elliston- asthma
Richard Taylor- (brother-in-law) home recovering
First responders dealing with wildfires
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Judy-weak, but doing better
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel- (friend) MS
White: Robert- pacemaker and defibrillator implanted
Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Dan’s cousin) cancer
Prayers for our nation as Election Day draws near
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected
Prayers for our divided country and the violence occurring
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

A reminder that early voting is available Monday- Friday
from 9am – 5pm until October 31st, at the
gym across from the
Water Authority on Falling Creek Road

Mark your calendars! November 22nd is
Harvest Home Sunday,
where we collect non-perishable food items for the needy and
also the Congregational Meeting will be following the service.

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution (also 5 ¢ a meal and Heifer) or you
can drop by the office, Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4pm.
Activities for week of October 25th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
11:30 am Prayer Time in the fellowship hall
Monday: Quilters- 6 pm
Tuesday: 4:30 pm Something More, in-person and ZOOM
Sunday: November 1st
10 am Worship
Communion
11:30 am Prayer Time in the fellowship hall

Happy Birthday!
Jim Barefoot- 28th
Linda Benton- 30th
Happy Anniversary!
Paul & Nancy Van Dyke- 30th

