Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of January 3, 2021
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service.
Included will be the usual newsletter information, along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD

One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Brother James’ Air”

Dale Wood

Words of Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time will follow the service in the fellowship hall
 Something More will resume at, Tuesday, January 5th at 3 pm, in-person and ZOOM
 For other announcements, be sure to read the rest of the bulletin

Call to Worship
One: This we know that The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
All: the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;
One: the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
All: the commandments of the Lord are clear, enlightening the eyes; more to be desired
are they then gold; sweeter also than the drippings of the honeycomb.
One: Let us obey all God’s commands and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
Praise Song

“We Adore You”

Tim Light & Don Chapman

Prayer of Confession
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have sinned. Straying from Your ways like lost sheep, we
have followed too much the desires of our own hearts. We have made idols for ourselves in
offense against Your holy laws; there is nothing good in us. According to Your promises declared
unto us by Christ Jesus our Lord, have mercy upon us. Forgive and restore those, who in
penitence, confess their sinful ways and return to You in faith, that we may hereafter live godly,
righteous and sober lives. To the glory of Your name. Amen

Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
A Song for 2021
Scripture
Sermon

“10,000 Reasons”

Mat Redman

Exodus 32, 33:1-17
The Whole Story of the Golden Calf

Everyone remembers the story of the Golden Calf either from
Sunday School or Saturday cartoons. Moses had stayed up on the
mountain for forty days and the people thought he wasn’t coming
back, so they built a statue of a calf as his replacement. But then
Moses comes down the mountain carrying the two tablets on which
God had personally carved the Ten Commandments and he gets so
mad at the people’s sin that he smashes the tablets. That is about as far as most Sunday school
lessons or sermons go: as a warning against making for ourselves other idols to replace God.
However, if you read this story more closely, as we are going to do today, yes you will find a
lesson against making idols, but more importantly there are also lessons about;
 why in spite of our rebelliousness God still wants to live in communion with us
 and how one person living in a right relationship with God, can sometimes save an entire
nation from a disaster of its own making.
So if you have your own Bibles please turn to Exodus 32, or take out a pew Bible and
turn to page 78, because today we are actually – together – going to closely read through the
whole story of the golden calf, to learn all the problems that were going on with the children of
Israel and also to notice how, not once but three times Moses talked God into changing
His mind about destroying or abandoning the children of Abraham.
This coming Tuesday during our Something More Bible study, we will look more deeply into this
rather confusing idea of how our all-knowing God could “change His mind,” and more amazingly
how our human prayers may cause Him to do so. But for today, let’s see what else we can glean
from this story of the Golden calf as we read through it together. So let’s begin.

Exodus 32: 1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down
from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come,
make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him.”
The first thing we notice from this verse, is how short some people’s memories can be. We say
show us one miracle and we’ll believe for life. But apparently such memories are short lived as
people forget one miracle while waiting impatiently for the next.
Jesus also experienced this similar kind of unbelief from His listeners, when after having fed the
5,000 with three loaves and two fishes, the next day as He tries to depart they chase after Him
not because they now believe, but rather because they want more bread and to see more magic
(cf. John 6:25-42).
Think of how many miracles the people of Israel had already observed in the six short months
that God has made His power known to them. There were all the plagues in Egypt from which
they were miraculously spared, then the parting of the Red Sea, which delivered them from harm

while decimating Pharaoh’s army and the daily supply of bread in the wilderness, which we
assume they are still harvesting and eating here at the foot of Mt Sinai.
But now, just forty days after standing in solemn assembly as Moses read God’s commands to
them – which they had then vowed, “all that the Lord has spoken we will do,” (24:7), They think
nothing of both dismissing Moses as “this man who brought us out of Egypt” and breaking as
many of God’s commands as they can in one sinful orgy.
Notice also that they were still either confusing Moses with God, or as I think, they had just
decided to ditch both Moses and his God, along with all these commands which they deemed too
demanding. They were going to start over and make for themselves a brand new religion more
to their liking; Moses’ forty day absence merely gave them the excuse they were looking for. A
clue to their larger rebellious intent is in who they give credit to for bringing them out of Egypt.
First, they said, as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we do not know what has become of him ... Moses may have led the way, but he always
attributed the miracles and their deliverance to being of God’s making. As exampled at the first
reading of His commandments God had said, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out

of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery , you shall have no other God’s before
me” (20:2-3).
Notice here in verse 4, as Aaron presents them with the golden calf, they are now saying, These
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt! And then they
held a festival the very next day to celebrate their new gods.... completely ignoring the
commands of the One True God, who had earlier told them when and where they were to
celebrate three specific festivals in His honor (32:4).

So these were not a people who just slipped up in observing a few commands, these are a people
in full rebellion, who have decided to completely reject the God of Abraham along with His
commands, for an easier religion of their own making.
Now let’s turn our attention to Aaron’s part in this disaster. Our translation reads, the people
gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us.” But in the Hebrew
language this verse reads more confrontationally, “they gathered against Aaron and said get
up and make gods for us...” This was no polite request but rather a threat, so in his defense
Aaron was not so much an eager volunteer, as a fearful captive of their demands. For his part,
Aaron at least tried to redirect the next day’s festival into the proper worship of “Jehovah,” but
the people had other ideas.
Beginning at verse 6, Scripture reads, They rose early the next day, and

offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. In the Hebrew

language, that word “revel” has inescapable overtones of sexual activity.
The people were not just partying, they were letting loose with a full
blown orgy in the style of the fertility cults that they were more used to,
which I am sure broke many more of God’s commands.
Also, remember that Aaron had only gained prominence for being his brother’s mouthpiece after
Moses had tried to wriggle out of God’s call by claiming that he couldn’t speak. No matter how
privileged Aaron was to stand beside Moses, he just was not the dynamic commanding leader that
his younger brother had grown to become; so under his leadership the people ran wild!

He wasn’t even a good liar. When Moses asked what the people could have possibly done to
make him lead them into such great sin, Aaron first tried blaming the people, replying to Moses
that he knew how “bent on doing evil” these people were ... and anyway all he had really done
was to throw some gold into the fire after which that calf just miraculously came out all by itself;
a tale so ludicrous that Moses didn’t even bother responding to it (32:21-25).
Now here is where this story gets really interesting. Before all this, Moses had been high up on
the mountain taking down God’s instructions for building the tabernacle and the right ways for
worshipping, when God suddenly informs him of what the people are doing at the foot of the
mountain
7

The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! YOUR people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that
I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt! 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me
alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will
make a great nation.” 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does
YOUR wrath burn hot against YOUR people, whom YOU brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?
Certainly with all their whining over the past six months, the people of Israel had shown God how
hard they would be to work with. But now with this act of utter defiance against all God had
commanded them to do, He is ready to wash His hands completely of them. To Pharaoh, God had
called the children of Israel, “my son” (Ex. 4:22). Now He says to Moses “YOUR people ... have
acted perversely.” “Step back I am going to wipe them all out and start over with
you.”
After over 400 years of waiting for God’s promise to Abraham to grow into a reality, after all this
effort to bring these people to freedom, God would just wipe out the entire nation and start over
with Moses. ?? !!
Moses needed to act quickly, to somehow turn the table by reminding God, that
these people belonged uniquely to Himself – not Moses -- and that God had
made promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, not only to build this people into
a great nation, but bring them safely into the promised land and wouldn’t God
be embarrassed in front of all those defeated Egyptians if He ended up doing
their dirty work for them by wiping out the Children of Israel in the wilderness.
And so for the moment, Moses persuaded God to change His mind and let the people continue to
live.
If only the people of Israel had known how close they came that day to being utterly destroyed
were it not for Moses’ intervention in their behalf, they would never again call him “that man
Moses.” And this isn’t the last time Moses will have to put himself between these sinful people
and their very angry God; thus proving why God had specifically chosen him in the first place to
lead them out of Egypt. In a very short time, Moses had grown from a stuttering
shepherd, into a courageous leader of the people willing even to argue with God in
their behalf. Willing even, as we will next see, to offer his own life as a sacrifice for the sins of
this “stiff necked people,” whom God had given to him to lead.

Thus after convincing God to change His mind, Moses heads down the
mountain to see how bad things had become. The answer is... really
bad. Moses is so appalled at the sight of the people running wild to the
derision of their enemies (vs.25), that he smashes the stone tablets on the
ground in a dramatic demonstration of what the people had done to
God’s commands.

He then calls for the son’s of Levi to take their swords and run through the
camp killing – even family, friends and neighbors – everyone caught in sinful
acts before the golden calf. That day 3,000 people died. By our standards,
this seems like an extreme reaction to a bit of idolatry, but remember, that
3,000 is just a small percentage of all the people who moments earlier God
had been ready to completely wipe out.
As a historic side note, it was this act of unquestioning loyalty to God on the part of the sons of
Levi, that thereafter consecrated them as the priestly tribe who would serve in God’s tabernacle
(32:39).

After this Moses then burns down and grinds up the calf, mixing its ashes with water, which he
makes the people drink in an act of humiliation and repentance. Can you imagine the peoples’
reaction to drinking this ash laden water? Bet your Sunday School lesson didn’t include either of
these Mosaic responses.
Then Moses goes back up the mountain to see if he can change God’s
mind for a second time – to find out what he can do to make
atonement for the peoples’ sin. Understand that the word
“atonement” means a penalty, a payment, of some kind must be made;
in this case Moses offers God his own life in payment for the peoples’
sin.
32

now [God], if you will only forgive their sin—but if not, blot me out of the book that you
have written.” 33But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of
my book. 34But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; see, my
angel shall go in front of you. Nevertheless, when the day comes for punishment, I will punish
them for their sin.” 35Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf—
the one that Aaron made.
Like Jesus, God’s own son who is yet to come, Moses willingly offers his life in atonement for the
sins of God’s people. But even Moses, the great man and friend of God -- himself still being a
sinner -- is unable to pay that price for others. So for the foreseeable future the People of Israel
must continue to live under the law; each being punished for their own sin. The sacrificial system
which God will next establish will thereafter provide a temporary cover for the peoples’ sins until
one day – “in the fullness of time” - God’s promised Messiah, the Lamb of God, would come in
order to make a complete atonement for the sins of the whole world ... once and for all. At this
however, God only promises Moses that He will delay their punishment for another day.
But God still has a very current problem yet to be dealt with. He had vowed to the Patriarchs to
bring their descendants safely back to the Promised Land and to bless them in that land flowing
with milk and honey. But in light of what they have just done, God realizes that with such

stubborn rebelliousness buried so deeply in their hearts, it will only be a matter of time before
these people do something else to again provoke God - in spite of His promises – in spite of
Moses’ interventions - to wipe the Children of Israel completely out.
So as chapter 33 opens, God directs Moses to lead the people on to the
Promised Land and God promises that He will do for the Children of Israel
all He vowed to the Patriarchs He would do. But that God Himself
would no longer go with these a “stiff necked people” ... or else
they would never make it there alive; instead He will send a lower angel
in His place (33:2-3).
Thus for a third time in a matter of just a few days, Moses must again try to change God’s mind.
We begin our reading in Exodus 33:12-17.

Moses said to the LORD, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this people”; but you have not let
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, “I know you by name, and you have
also found favor in my sight.” 13Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so
that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your
people.’ 14God said, ‘My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’ 15[but Moses] said
to Him, ‘If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16For how shall it be known
that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this
way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the
earth.’
The LORD said to Moses, ‘I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.’
First, based on their personal relationship, Moses asks for God’s continued presence with himself.
Then after God assures Moses that He will never leave him, Moses then expands God’s promise to
the entire nation... his don’t leave me, becomes “don’t leave us,” again reminding God that
there is no way the people of Israel - as God had promised – could become a distinct people, a
world blessing nation of priests, if God did not continue in this journey all the way with them.
And thus again God relents, changing His mind because His friend Moses has asked this of Him.
-----------------------------------------------Which leaves us with just one big question left to answer.
How was Moses able to change God’s mind and who must we be, how must we ask, if we want
God to change course?
This is the real question that the story of the Golden Calf is challenging us to answer. While we
can find some clues right here in Exodus and also all throughout the rest of our Bible, the first big
clue can be discovered by asking another question.
While Moses was up there on the mountain with the people running wild down below,
why did God bother to tell Moses what He was planning to do? Why didn’t God just
immediately wipe the people out and inform Moses that now they could begin again?
The answer is, that just like God’s conversation with Abraham over the destruction of Sodom, for
some strange reason, God wanted to have his friend Moses’ input before acting.
In some strange way, God so values His relationship with us - the humanity that He has created that He is always seeking to be both in dialog and in partnership with us in His rule of this world.

God has invited us to ask, seek and knock and to come boldly before His throne; that like any
good father He knows what we need and will give it to us. (Luke 11:9-13, Hebrews 4:16).
So the Apostles urge us to not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:6).
And James the brother of Jesus, assures us that the prayer of a righteous person – like Elijah
praying to start and stop the rains – is powerful and effective (4:7).
How such prayer works to change the mind of our omniscient all-powerful God, who

declares the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done,
saying, ‘My purpose shall stand, and I will fulfill my intention’ (Isaiah 46:10) ... I just don’t know.

Like the mysterious appearances all throughout our Bible of the invisible God, whom no one has
ever seen, I am content to leave in tension this apparently opposed truth of the sovereign God
inviting us to change His mind.
But at least we can see what were some of the qualities in Moses that afforded him such powerful
leverage with God?
Scripture says that Moses found favor in God’s sight, and God knew him by name (33:17).
Scripture also says that God spoke with Moses face to face, which we know is metaphorical
language - because God is an unseen Spirit. But this does mean that Moses and God could
converse heart to heart, with nothing hidden from each other. What a great definition and
example of what prayer actually is ....speaking with God face to face, heart to heart.
Abraham was called “a friend of God.” King David was known as “a man after God’s own heart.”
To Moses, God simply said, “I know your name” meaning that God so highly valued His
relationship with Moses that He was not going to do anything with regard to the people of Israel
until the two of them had discussed it.
That is not only amazing, you might even call it amazing grace. But God assures all His children
such open access to His throne; so let’s make a point of doing so fervently and often this New
Year....
Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16

Why don’t we do a bit of that right now....
RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
Ordination of Elders and Deacons
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Father God, we prayerfully enter a new year asking of You a better life for all. Bless not only our
friends and relatives, but all those whom You care deeply for. Show them a new revelation of Your
love and power.

Holy Spirit, we ask You to minister to their spirits at this very moment. Where there is pain, give
them Your peace and mercy. Where there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence through
Your grace. Where there is need, show us how to be a part in fulfilling their needs.
Bless all our homes, families, finances, our goings, and our comings from this day forward until
our path leads us to Your eternal home. Amen.
Hymn of preparation
Hymn of Preparation

“Come to the Table”

Martin Nystrom

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Lord’s Prayer- Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“Amazing Grace”

John Newton

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction (from Hebrews 13: 20-21)
May the God of Peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead
our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing
His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Postlude

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of my late husband, Audie Lambert,
by Margaret Lambert.

Thank You!!
Rev. Salley, Rev. Rutledge, Lana and Robert Morris
thank the church family for the generous Christmas
gifts, cards and goodies. You are all awesome!

Dale Wood

Concerns- January 3rd
Avery: Rev. Frank and for Tinkie who has dementia
Barefoot: Kimberly, (daughter-in-law) tested positive for covid
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) health issues
Eunice- sciatica, torn rotator cuff, doing better
Benton: Roger (friend) recovered from covid, then had stroke
Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) lymphoma- chemo
Tonya Blair’s friend-(Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from partial lung removal
Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis S. - terminal pancreatic cancer
Warren family-(friend) passing of daughter
Casdorph: friend who had quadruple bypasses
That lost dog will come home
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter-(brother) heart failure
Mary & Steve- (friends) travel mercies for Mary, Steve in poor health
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for his faith
Diddams: Lois- tested positive under quarantine
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma- chemo
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Steve Trombecky- (friend) home recovering
Christina- (daughter) lives in Covid hotspot
Their children- having difficulties
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Marian Kelly- (friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker
Craig Nielson-(nephew) in hospital with covid
Howard-(Tom’s brother) thyroid and other health issues
Goodman: Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice
Grigg: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Koch: Doris- home
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer

Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues
McManis: (sister) Janet Darnold- covid and in hospital
Meyers: Patty- colon cancer, finished treatments
Richard & Kathleen Michael, (Boy Scout master) both not feeling well, Richard tested positive
for covid
Mitchell: Bill- halfway through radiation treatments, prognosis great
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Murphree: Gracie & Lee- Honduras hurricane recovery
Saunders: Gloria- had mini stroke- at home
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well, still undergoing chemo
Ronnie- worried about children
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny- (son) colon cancer
Smith: Dorothy Smith (John’s mother) moved into assisted living; pray she comes to the Lord
Bill Walker- (Sonya’s father) late stage Parkinson’s
Marie Walker- (Sonya’s mother) tests on brain tumors
Stetson: David Wykle- lymphoma
Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Dr. Fessler- went blind
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Mike Elliston- asthma
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Steve- (son) has covid
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel- (friend) MS
Families that are separated
Watkins; Joy- unable to hire enough veterinarians
Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Dan’s cousin) cancer
Prayers for all front line workers, Drs, nurses, first responders
Prayers for our nation, our President and President elect
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

January 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

Happy New
Year’s

3

4

5

10 am Service
Communion
Prayer Time

Quilters,6 pm

Something
More, 3 pm.

10

11

12

10 am Service
5 ¢ a Meal
Prayer Time

Quilters, 6 pm

Something
More, 3 pm.

17

18

19

10 am Service
Session
Prayer Time

Quilters, 6 pm

Something
More. 3 pm

24

25

26

10 am Service
Congregational
Meeting
Prayer Time

Quilters, 6 pm

Something
More, 3 pm

31
10 am Service
Prayer Time
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20

21

22

23
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28

29

30

Shepherd’s
Table

December Clerk’s Corner – Looking to a New Year

Okay, 2021 let’s
see if you can
do a better job
of things

 Session welcomes it new members: Ann Marie Fleming will chair the
Finance Team and Becky Noell will lead the Discipleship Team. Please tell these
two how much you appreciate their willingness to serve.
 Report from the Presbytery meeting on November 21 noted that Carl Utley was
installed as the new General Presbyter of Peaks Presbytery.
 The community Thanksgiving service had 21 cars, 9 pastors and an offering of
$400 for the Bedford Ministerial Crisis Fund.
 The youth Harvest Home Food Drive was a success.
 Register clean-up: Session approved dismissal of Isaac Goode, Katherine Monk,
Jennifer and Jeff Persinger, and Davis Stanley.
 Sign in please - we now have a Covid attendance form to record those using the
church facilities.
 Who needs a break? John Salley was approved to take three weeks’ vacation,
February 8 – 28. Philip Parker will fill the pulpit on those Sundays with “All the Stories of the Bible,”
style messages based on the Judges of Israel.
 Your Deacons have been busy! A half-day training for Deacons-elect was held on Saturday, November
21. Flowers arranged by Margaret Morris were taken to shut-ins. Mary Wilkes continues to send out
greeting cards to shut-ins and other members.
 Have you noticed? Beautiful new bows are on the wreaths for Christmas.
 Thanks for your generosity! The extra First Fruits funds combined with the special offering collected for
Heart of Christ Honduras totaled $3,000.
 In case you wondered: Caroling did not seem like a good idea with Covid.
 Do you see what I see: The Christmas Eve and New Year’s services have been advertised in the Bedford
Bulletin.
 Do you hear what I hear? They will also be announced on Oldies 106.9 radio.
 Do you feel safer? Session approved repairs to the alarm box, which shorted out from rainwater and to
the sprinkler system.
 The steeple will not be painted until the weather is warmer.
 Covid is good for something! Expenses remain under budget and November was very good for
donations.
 End of an era: Special thanks and recognition to Paul Van Dyke, who will be completing his second
three-year term as Finance Chair making the Church budget understandable to even the least mathminded of us. Paul also served as the unofficial chair of the 175 th anniversary committee. He and his
wife Nancy have pored through documents to put together a history of our church. In addition, he has
set up the Register so that your clerk is the envy of the entire Presbytery.






Future Dates of Note:
Thursday, December 24—virtual Christmas Eve service
Sunday, December 27—New Year’s Community Prayer video debuts
Sunday, January 17—stated Session meeting with approval of budget
Sunday, January 24—called Congregational meeting

Three more ways to support Bedford Presbyterian
CREDIT CARD! -- If you wish to make a donation to the Church using your
credit card, go to the Bedford Presbyterian Website and look for the DONATE
button. Donations through the website will be charged a 2% processing fee by
the Presbyterian Foundation.
CLICK for more information: https://www.bedfordpresbyva.org/donate.html

SHOP ONLINE! – on your web browser or cell phone app shop at
Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com). Register Bedford Presbyterian
as your charity of choice and Amazon will .5% of your entire eligible
purchase price to the church.
CLICK for more information: https://smile.amazon.com/

SHOP IN THE STORE – Link your Kroger Card to Bedford Presbyterian Church
as your charity of choice and a percentage of all your purchases will be
contributed to the church.
Click for more information: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
It’s not much.... but every little bit helps.

The funds raised by the 175th campaign are nearly depleted
and a new campaign “Moving in Faith” has begun to
address some exterior maintenance and repair issues, as
well as some interior lighting upgrades. Some items are
critical such as painting the steeple. Others, like new doors
to the fellowship hall and sanctuary are not so critical but
will soon become so. Our goal is $45,000.00 over the next
two years. Move forward in faith and give to the “Moving in
Faith” capital campaign.

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution (also 5 ¢ a meal and Heifer) or you
can drop by the office, Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4pm.
Activities for week of January 3rd
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Communion
Ordination of Elders and Deacons
Prayer Time after service in the fellowship hall
Monday: Quilters- 6 pm
Tuesday: 3 pm Something more, in-person and ZOOM
Sunday: January 10th
10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time after service in the fellowship hall

January Birthdays
Gerald DeWitt - 4
Christy Boone - 8
January Anniversaries
Bill and Janet Yodis - 24

Here’s a list of our shut-ins, please take time to send a card or
give them a call, to let them know you are thinking of them.
Covid Shut-ins
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Cram
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Heinrich
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Kibbey
Mr. & Mrs. Al Mauser
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Neal
Ms. Lynne Palmer
Mrs. Christine Riley
Mrs. Judy Toney
Ms. Gloria Saunders
Mr. Ronnie Saunders
Ms. Mary Wilkes

Long Term Shut-ins
Anne Arthur
Rev. Frank & Tinkie Avery
Pat Clarke
Janet Eagler
Ann Fowler
Dorinda Hopkins
Doris Koch
Anna Latimer
Ruby Page

