Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of August 1st
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”

MacDonald

Welcome and Announcements
 If anyone would like to help with the Prayer Table that we will have at the Farmer’s Market
this summer, please see Barbara Nichols or call the office to schedule a time.
 A reminder that the offering plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the
front and rear of the Sanctuary for your convenience.
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Any other announcements are printed at the back of this bulletin.
Call to Worship
One: Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our faith:
All: God was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. We have gathered in
His presence.
One: Let us worship Him with pure hearts.
All: Amen.
Hymn of Praise

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Hymn 71

Prayer of Confession:
Our lives are so busy, gracious God, that we often miss opportunities to hear Your voice. Forgive
us when we turn a deaf ear to Your word in the world. Often You speak to us in ways we don’t
recognize, in people we don’t like, in family members who we know too well. Help us to
recognize Your prophets in the world and hear Your word, even when it comes to us in ways that
may offend us. Open our ears and our hearts that we may receive a word from You. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ
we have been born again to new life.
*Gloria

“Glory Be to the Father”

Hymn 734

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Scripture

Deuteronomy 18: 15-19
John 5: 39-47

Praise Song

“You Are My All in All”

Hymn 427

Sermon

Another Prophet Like Moses

Today, let me share with you the greatest story of all, a tale which spans our entire Bible; the
story of God’s promised Messiah who was destined from the beginning of time, to save God’s lost
children and one day restore all of God’s creation.
This story begins in the book of Genesis with the creation and fall of our first parents thus
alienating humanity from the One who had designed us to live in fellowship with Him. At that
time God promised the serpent – the angelic being who instigated the rebellion – that one day the
woman’s “seed would crush his head,” thus undoing the damage and restoring humanity back
into fellowship with God where we were always intended to be.
The story finally comes to completion at the very end of the book of Revelation – the very last
book in our Bible, where we are given a vision of the newly restored heavens and Earth and we
hear Jesus proclaiming,
Let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift

Rev. 22:13-15

I point out these two terminal points to remind you that our entire Bible is primarily about the
unfolding of God’s plan to crush the serpent and restore His lost children back into His fellowship
with Him. Everything that happens in between is basically there to move that plan forward; even
over a very long period of time.
First, because the Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind [had become] great in all the
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually, there
was a necessary start over with Noah Genesis 6:5. Righteous Noah and his family, having found
grace in the eyes of the Lord, was saved to preserve both humanity and God’s promise for a
future time.
Then, after countless thousands of years, God next singled out Abraham’s family to sire a unique
nation whose heir would one day “bless the entire world.” With the passing of another 400
years, Abraham’s family had indeed grown into a nation, but one that was enslaved and needing
once again to be taught about God and His promises made to Adam, Noah and Abraham. Which
brings us to Moses, a Hebrew slave child raised to be an Egyptian prince, who became both the
liberator of Israel and a mighty prophet of God. Though there were prophets of God before him
(Enoch, Noah, etc.), and many more prophets of God after him (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel), Moses
is undeniably the greatest prophet who has ever lived, until that second promised prophet like
Himself – comes along. Numbers 12:6-8.
Thus, when Moses told the people that one day God would raise up another prophet, he wasn’t
referring to the many future prophets who would only hear from God in dreams and visions, but
to that one particular prophet who would once again like Moses, speak with God “face-to face.”
Here then is another clue to that one particular, very special person God would eventually send
into our world.
Thus, through the progressing stories of the Bible, a picture of this future savior begins to
develop; one whom the Jews would call the Messiah, “the anointed one.”
 He would be the serpent crushing seed of the woman.
 He would be Abraham’s world-blessing heir.
 He would be the rising star and scepter coming out of Jacob to crush the enemies of Israel.





He would be another prophet like Moses, who speaks with God face to face.
He would be the heir of David’s throne.
The prophet Isaiah painted the fullest picture of this Messiah: He would be known as
Emanuel (God with us). In His time He would wear many other titles such as Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. But first He must come as “the
Arm of the Lord.” In this role, He would be God’s suffering servant, rejected by the
person, who like a lamb led to slaughter silently carries their sins to His own death. Isaiah 9:6,
53:1







Later, the prophet Daniel would see Him as “the son of Man” standing before the Ancient
of Days to be given an everlasting dominion and kingship over all peoples, nations and
languages” Daniel 7:13-14. It was this apparent disconnect between Daniel’s vision of the
everlasting king and Isaiah’s vision of the suffering servant, which would later cause the
people of Jesus’ day, in their desire for a victorious king, to reject Him as their suffering
servant.
There are as many as 44 various prophecies spread throughout the Hebrew Bible,
specifically describing the person and work of this coming Messiah, from His birthplace
even to the manner and place of His death.
Finally, Malachi, the last prophet in the Old Testament proclaimed that before the end, God
would once again send Elijah – a voice calling out in the wilderness – to prepare the way
for the coming Great and Terrible Day of the Lord Isaiah 40:3-5, Malachi 4:5-6.

After which God and all His prophets went silent for another 400 years. Until one day, God’s
angel appeared to the priest Zechariah declaring that he and his wife Elizabeth, would now in
their old age miraculously birth a sacred son who “with the spirit and power of Elijah,” would
prepare the way for the coming Messiah Luke 1:17. They were to name him John. Six months later,
that angel appeared again, this time to a virgin named Mary and Joseph her betrothed, telling
them that their son would be God’s son. They were to name Him Jesus.
Thirty more years lapse, giving the boys a chance to grow to manhood. Until John the Baptiser
bursts on the scene, a fiery wilderness preacher calling all to repent and prepare for the coming
Day of the Lord. The people were ready, they knew the prophecies, they were looking. So, they
asked John if he was the Messiah, he said “no.” Then, they asked if he was Elijah, again he said
“no;” though Jesus later affirmed that John had indeed filled Elijah’s role Matthew 11:14. Finally they
asked if he was “The Prophet”, Moses’ promised replacement, again John said “no,” which
confused and frustrated them mightily. But he warned them that the Messiah was indeed standing
undiscovered in their midst.
The very next day when John saw Jesus walking towards him, he declared “here is the lamb of

God, here is the one I was talking about who ranks ahead of me because He was before me; ...
here is the Son of God.” John 1:29-34

So began Jesus’ ministry. He gathered disciples and followers. He preached in the synagogues,
healing the sick and casting out demons. The people were astounded, because unlike the other
scribes, He both taught and cast out demons “as one having authority.” Mark 1:21. His miracles also
convinced them, so forgetting the suffering servant part of the story, they tried to make Him king.
But as is always the case, this story would only unfold according to God’s plan and God’s timing;
before Jesus could become God’s everlasting king, He had to finish the tasks required of God’s
suffering servant.

Here then was the one person in all of Biblical history who met all of God’s prophetic promises.
By His powerful teaching and working of miracles, over and over Jesus proved that He was the
Messiah, He was “God with us.” But true to Isaiah’s prophecy, those in power would neither
accept His claims, nor His miracles, which as He knew would lead them to plotting and fulfilling
His prophesied death.
Near the end of His ministry, Jesus challenged His opponents.
You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on my
behalf ... Moses wrote about me.

‘You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that

testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life... Do not think that I will accuse
you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you believed
Moses, you would believe me, for He wrote about me. John 5:39-47

Here finally after countless thousands of years stood Eve’s seed, Abraham’s world blessing son,
David’s heir, Daniel’s everlasting king, Moses’ long promised prophet like himself.... you know the
rest of His story. The night before His arrest and death, Jesus broke bread and shared drink with
His disciples, declaring these to be the symbols of a NEW covenant He was establishing with all
who need only come to Him in faith.
This new covenant would be unlike the old covenant Moses had made with the people, based on
obedience to the law which the people promised but failed to obey. Instead, this new covenant
would be based on grace and fulfilled by His own broken body and shed blood. As the Apostle
Paul explains,
since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by God’s grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [made] effective through faith. Romans 3:23-24

Rising from the grave to prove His promises true, Jesus then ordered all His followers – including
you and me – out into the world to share this good news of salvation offered to all. He also
promised to go with us in spirit until the very end of age, when we will finally see Him – as
prophesied – standing and proclaiming
Let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift

And so this story which was begun in time immemorial with the promise of the serpent crushing
seed is still not over. But, this is not a never ending story. The Great and terrible Day of the Lord
is still to come, when Jesus next returns, no longer as the suffering servant, but as God’s
everlasting king, having dominion over all peoples, nations and languages. Who knows when the
end will come? It could be thousands more years, or it could be tomorrow; there are no
prophecies still to be fulfilled. Scripture says that God is being patient with us not wanting any to
perish 2 Peter 3:9. .

Thus the most important question that remains to be asked is what part will you play in this
story? What relationship do you have with God’s long promised Messiah?
Are you back with the people of Israel, still striving yet failing to be justified by keeping the law?
Or are you among the Scribes and Pharisees still refusing to believe that Jesus was Moses’ God
sent replacement. Long ago God warned that anyone who does not heed the words that the

prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable

Deuteronomy 18:18-19

Or are you among those storied farmers too busy with their own labors, out in their own fields, to
accept the King’s invitation to His banquet.
OR are you among those who have been redeemed; those whom Jesus prayed for that final
fateful night, who through the shared stories of His faithful followers would hear and accept by
faith God’s salvation offered to all by His promised Messiah.
AS I said, this story is not over.... yet. There is still time for you to decide what part you will play
in this greatest of all stories. But there is only one way you will get to the happily ever after;
Whosoever will may come. Don’t neglect the king’s invitation.
Let’s pray about this.
Response to the Word of God
Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only
Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. On the third day He rose from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Generous God, You have given us life, a place to live in and people to live with. Open our eyes
to each other and to all our brothers and sisters, especially the poor, the oppressed, the
alienated. Make us humble enough to help and comfort them, so that Your love and justice and
peace may come to them. As we once again come to the table to be reminded of both the price
paid and the transformation of our lives brought about by the death and resurrection of Jesus our
Savior, we make bold to consecrate ourselves and our gifts to You and to the service of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Hymn of Preparation
Communion

“Here is Bread”
“In Remembrance”

Praise Team
Buryl Red

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“Revive Us Again”

Hymn 463

The Sending Forth
Benediction (Revelation 1: 4-6)
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Postlude

“Lift Up Your Heads”
The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory
of family members who are now with the Lord, Ron & Margaret Morris.

MacDonald

Joys- August 1st
Joy to see the Heinrichs’ in service
Concerns- August 1st
Avery: Tinkie, in special care at Elks Home
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kin’s husband) cancer
Timothy Looney- (nephew) infection in spine
Judy- (Eunice’s sister) broken shoulder
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) brain cancer, chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) recovering
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Linda- fell, fractured shoulder
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Garland Craun- non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
Linda Bartz- (sister) leg issues
Casdorph: (friend) Franklin, wife Linda, cancer, 6 months to live
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Tony & Amy Cardarelli- doing better
Steve & Mary- (friends) Mary caring for sister, Steve disabilities
Eric & Jean- Eric complications from surgery, heart monitor
Mary Deckard- (friend) her sister, Janice, passed away
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gail Mauser- melanoma removed, fell
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Tom Gilliam- recovering from surgery, doing wel
Eagler: Janet, in Bedford Nursing Home
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer, not doing well
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Mike Virts- (nephew) cancer
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Jeff Milton- back surgery, aneurysm
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Ernie Davison- (friend) prostate cancer
McGuire: Katherine- struggling from knee surgery
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Lyn & Eleanor- (friends) Lyn in hospital, Eleanor, car accident
Ron- internal bleeding behind knee
Nichols: JC (Nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) prays she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Mike Stafford- (neighbor) stroke
Jim McSlarrow- recovering from gastric surgery, doing well
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, in nursing home, pray for salvation

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Here are some of the upcoming activities planned for BPC;
August 8th - Youth Cook-out
August 8th- Session
August 14th- Together Concert, 7 pm
August 15th- Fish Fry following the service
September 4th- Churchmen concert, 7:30 pm
September 5th- Aloha Sunday
September 18th- Centerfest
December 12th – Abendmusik

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4 pm.
Activities for week of August 1st
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Communion
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Quilters, 6 pm
Thursday: Deacons, 2 pm
Sunday: August 8th
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer Time following service
Youth Cook-out at the Stanley’s
August Birthdays
Fred Scheurer -2
Pat Clarke- 4
Tinkie Avery -10
Dorinda Hopkins-13
Edith Weeks -17
Ann Fowler -27
William Hopkins -29
August Anniversaries
John & Betty Salley -2
Ron & Barbara Saunders - 6
Barry & Tricia Schubert -7
Lester & Helen Heinrich-10

CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?
On various Fridays and Saturdays this summer, from 8 am until noon, and
Saturdays from 9am until 1pm. Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table”
set up at the Farmer’s Market offering conversation and prayers to all who walk
up. We will also be handing out complimentary waters and BPC information
brochures. This ministry is being led by Elder Barbara Nichols. We also need
two others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with anyone who
stops by our table.
Contact Barbara Nichols for more information: 714-822-0216.
Please consider joining in this new ministry to our neighbors and then call Lana at the office to
sign up for some dates:
Friday: August 27
Saturday: August 14
September 4th - 7pm at the Churchmen concert
September 18th- during Centerfest

Another "Bedford Awakening" event sponsored by Holy Name of Mary Catholic
Church. Let's join our brothers and sisters in faith by praising God and pray for
national and personal healing.

