Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of August 8th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Folk- Song”

Cecil Armstrong Gibbs

Welcome and Announcements
 Offering Plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the front and rear of the
sanctuary and you can place your offering in the plates as you enter or leave the church.
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Session meets today following service and the Youth Cook-out is this afternoon.
 Next Sunday, we will be having our Fish Dinner Potluck. So bring your favorite dish or
dessert and join us.
 For other announcements, be sure to read this version of the weekly bulletin.
Minute for Missions

Adult Sunday School

Becky Noell

Call to Worship
One: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! Blessed is he whose help is the God of
Jacob, whose hope is in God.
All: He made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them.
One: The Lord lifts up all who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
All: He watches over the sojourners; He lifts up the widow and the fatherless, but the
way of the wicked He brings to ruin.
One: The Lord will reign forever.
All: Praise the Lord!
Hymn of Praise

“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”

Hymn 56

Prayer of Confession:
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart
and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In Your mercy forgive
what we have been, help us amend what we are and direct what we shall be, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ
we have been born again to new life.
*Gloria

“Glory Be to the Father”
Proclaiming the Word of God

Time for all God’s Children

Ancient Songs

Hymn 734

Scripture
Hymn
Sermon

Matthew 28: 16-20
2 Corinthians 13: 11-13
“Blessed Be the Lord God Almighty”

Hymn 19

The Evolution of ‘Gloria Patri’

The other day I had a brief, but spirited conversation with a church member on why – a couple of
years ago – I had suggested changing the Gloria Patri to say “Word without end,” rather than the
traditional “world without end.”
My justification at that time was that the Latin version of the Gloria that
concludes with, “forever and ever, amen,” had somehow been mistranslated
into English as, “world without end;” which I thought had dramatically
changed the meaning of the prayer. Since this latest discussion ended with,
“well .... you don’t change an author’s words without permission,” I promised to
further research the history of the Gloria and if wrong to publicly eat crow.
Today, here is my report and crow is definitely not on the menu. You may ask,
where I got my information? Simple, I bought the book which you are now also
welcome to read.
In summary the Gloria Patri is among the oldest prayers of the Christian faith, praising our Triune
God; it has existed in many forms, in a multitude of languages ever since. But before going
further, here are two bits of cautionary advice:
 First, that prayer shapes theology as theology shapes prayer, meaning that the
words you say will shape what you believe. Thus it is a wise thing to think critically about
all such phrases before committing them to memory.
 Second, that when translating from a fixed language such as Latin, to an ever
evolving language such as English, any effort in keeping close to the original
meaning will require that you must constantly update your word choices; which
is one reason why we have so many translations of the English Bible. Thus with these two
thoughts in mind, let’s dive into the evolution of the Gloria Patri.
In its very earliest form this was a simple Greek prayer of praise
Glory be to the Father through the Son and in the Holy Spirit

Which is a beautiful way of expressing the interworking of the Trinity, emphasizing both the
redemptive role of Christ Jesus in our salvation, as well as the ongoing sanctification of the church
by the Holy Spirit. As Jesus said, no one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6).
However, by 300 A.D. the church was being torn apart by the Arian controversy; a heresy that
is still kept alive in Jehovah’s Witness theology today. The main argument being whether
Jesus was always co-existent and co-equal with God the Father, or was simply God’s
first creation. After two universal church councils concluded that the Bible authoritatively taught
both the Son and the Holy Spirit were always co-existent and co-equal partners with the God the
Father, Church leaders became quite argumentative over whether the Gloria Patri should be
changed to express this theology more clearly (Nicea,325a.d & Constantinople, 381a.d.). It was a Cappadocian

priest, Basil the Great, who resolved this argument by suggesting a substitution of the word “and”
for “through,” before Jesus and removal of the word “in,” before the Holy Spirit, thus making all
three members of the Trinity completely equal in the prayer, which then read (Treatise on the Holy Spirit,
375a.d.) ...

Glory be to the Father And to the Son and to the Holy Spirit

This satisfied the church and is still the way we say the first part of Gloria Patri to this day.
The next and biggest change came in the sixth century as the monastic movement was turning all
such spoken prayers into Gregorian chant. As a way of “Christianizing” the text, Catholic monks
were required to sing the Gloria Patri at the end of every reading from the Psalms. But since
Gregorian chants need an antiphonal response, a second phrase was added: forever and ever,
amen. This additional phrasing is also quite Biblical because it was often used both in the Old
and New Testaments when declaring God’s glory (1 Chronicles 29:10, Galatians 1:5, 1 Timothy 1:17, etc.).
But since this short second phrase didn’t quite balance with the rhythm of the first and since
Arianism was still plaguing Christianity, to make the eternity of Jesus and the equality of the
Trinity emphatic, the church added yet another phrase that was lifted from the opening of the
Gospel of John, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, and the Word was with

God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As was in the beginning, is now and will be
forever and ever, Amen.

So now the second expanded phrase became: as was in the beginning, is now and will be forever
and ever, amen, which is the way the Latin version of the Gloria is still sung to this day. With
only a slight variation, this is also the way the English version is sung in the Catholic Church.
But before we go further, remember that this second phrase, As was in the beginning, is now and
will be forever and ever, was originally meant as a way of emphasizing the eternal character
of Jesus, which is what makes the current English version that we sing in the Protestant Church
so confusing. As Nicholas Ayo, the author of Gloria Patri, noted, The various translations into

English of [this second Latin phrase] have caused considerable controversy

(p.30).

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. world without end. Amen

How then did “forever and ever,” become “world without end?” For that answer we need to
move forward another thousand years to 1535 and Thomas Cranmer, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, who was busy helping Henry VIII break the Anglican Church away from Rome.
Cranmer’s English translation which was published in the Anglican Book of Common Prayer,
became the standard English form of the prayer and is still sung in most mainline Churches to this
day. For his translation work, Cranmer depended heavily on an earlier Anglo-Saxon version of the
Gloria which used “world” as a reference to a period of time. This older prayer read, As hyt
was yn the begynnyng, so now, and euer, and in the world of worlds (pg 37). (As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever and in the world of worlds,)

While we still occasionally use “world” as a reference to time, such as ”the world of tomorrow,”
this is an very archaic use of the word; when hearing “world,” few people these days would think
of much more than the planet. Which is where a modern theological problem now shows itself.
A liberal interpretation of Revelation, chapter 20, teaches that Jesus would return after the
Millennium, which would be a golden age when Christian ethics prospered. In 1850’s America,
this interpretation became popular among those reform movements promoting abolitionism and
the Social Gospel; their goal was to make the world better and better until we usher in God’s
Millennium. This of course is not only bad Biblical exegesis, as a theology it was quickly
bankrupted by the First and Second World Wars.
Still this idea of a never-ending world that has continued as such from the beginning of time
works well with both the wording of Cranmer’s version and with modern concepts of evolution
versus creationism. Thus, an uneducated recitation of Cranmer’s Gloria would lead one to think
that it is this world, which has been the same from the beginning and will go on forever. This
brings to mind the Apostle Peter’s warning that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and

indulging their own lusts and saying, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since our
ancestors died, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation!’ (2 Peter 3:3-4). The
Bible assures us that just as the first world was destroyed by flood, our current world still has a
pending date with fire (2 Peter 3:6-7).

Which brings us back to those two opening cautions that.
 That Prayer shapes theology as theology shapes prayer, meaning that the words
you say will shape what you believe.
 And, when translating from a fixed language such as Latin, to an ever evolving
language such as English, any effort in keeping close to the original meaning
will require that you must constantly update your word choices.
When lauding the eternal glory of our Triune God, there is no way that “world without end” can
replace “forever and ever.” Two years ago I knew both this and of the errors of Post
Millennialism, but I didn’t know all the other history of the Gloria, which is why at the time I
suggested that we change just one word, so that “world without end” became “Word without
end” thus clearly once again tying the second phrase back to the person of Jesus as presented in
the Gospel of John.
Now that we know the rest of the story, perhaps we should rejoin our Catholic brethren in singing
the Gloria Patri the way it has almost always has been sung for the past 1,500 years. Or, perhaps
we should write our own new version of the Gloria. Of course both ways would require radically
changing a recitation that we have been repeating weekly since our youth. Thus perhaps
changing a single word with a newly educated understanding of the significance of that change
would be sufficient. What do you think? ... Word without end. Amen.

Worship Song

Response to the Word of God
“Glory to the Father”

insert

Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only
Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. On the third day He rose from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Amen.
“Doxology”

Doxology

Hymn 44

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us, O Lord, offer our lives, our hearts and our gifts to serve You. As our vision is renewed, so
renew our acts of kindness, our dedication to show Jesus to the world and our desire to make
our spheres of influence better reflect the glory of God. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”

Hymn 93

The Sending Forth
Benediction (Romans 15: 5)
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Postlude

“Postlude on an Old Irish Church Medley”

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory
of Dot DeShazo, from Debra and Dianne.

Stanford

Joys- August 8th
Joy that the Parker’s and Becky Noell were able to help clean house for family- CarePortal
Concerns- August 8th
Avery: Tinkie, in special care at Elks Home
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kin’s husband) cancer
Timothy Looney- (nephew) infection in spine
Judy- (Eunice’s sister) broken shoulder
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) brain cancer, chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) recovering
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Linda- fell, fractured shoulder
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Garland Craun- non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
Linda Bartz- (sister) leg issues
Casdorph: (friend) Franklin, wife Linda, cancer
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Mary caring for sister, Steve disabilities
Mary Deckard- (friend) her sister, Janice, passed away
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gail Mauser- melanoma removed, fell
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Tom Gilliam- recovering from surgery, doing well
Eagler: Janet, in Bedford Nursing Home
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer, not doing well
Tom- suffering from sinus infection
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Mike Virts- (nephew) cancer
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Jeff Milton- back surgery, aneurysm
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Ernie Davison- (friend) prostate cancer
McGuire: Katherine- struggling from knee surgery
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Ron- internal bleeding behind knee, in Guggenheim
Nichols: JC (Nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Noell: Wright family- preparing house to care for grandchildren
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) prays she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Mike Stafford- (neighbor) stroke
Jim McSlarrow- recovering from gastric surgery, doing well
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, in nursing home, pray for salvation
Thomas Blythe- (friend) in ICU taking treatments

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Here are some of the upcoming activities planned for BPC;
August 14th- Together Concert, 7 pm
August 15th- Fish Dinner
September 4th- Churchmen concert, 7:30 pm
September 5th- Aloha Sunday/ Ice Cream Social
September 18th- Centerfest
December 12th – Abendmusik
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4 pm.
Activities for week of August 8th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Session
Youth Cook-out at the Stanley’s
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Quilters, 6 pm
Sunday: August 15th
10 am Worship
Prayer Time following service
Fish Dinner potluck following service
August Birthdays
Tinkie Avery -10
Dorinda Hopkins-13
Edith Weeks -17
Ann Fowler -27
William Hopkins -29
August Anniversaries
Lester & Helen Heinrich-10
FISH DINNER (grilled never fried)
Join us next Sunday, August 15th, following worship service for an all-youcan-eat dinner of GRILLED HALIBUT, caught fresh for you from cold
Pacific waters off the Alaskan coast by our own pastor. Chefs David Grigg
and Dick Kibbey will be manning the grills. We are counting on you to bring
all the other fixins: corn bread, cole slaw, cheese grits, cucumber salad,
key lime pie and everything else. The tastiest fish you will ever put a fork in!

CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?
On various Fridays and Saturdays this summer, from 8 am until noon, and
Saturdays from 9am until 1pm. Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table”
set up at the Farmer’s Market offering conversation and prayers to all who walk
up. We will also be handing out complimentary waters and BPC information
brochures. This ministry is being led by Elder Barbara Nichols. We also need
two others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with anyone who
stops by our table.
Contact Barbara Nichols for more information: 714-822-0216.
Please consider joining in this new ministry to our neighbors and then call Lana at the office to
sign up for some dates:
Friday: August 27
Saturday: August 14
September 4th - 7pm at the Churchmen concert
September 18th- during Centerfest

Another "Bedford Awakening" event sponsored by Holy Name of Mary Catholic
Church. Let's join our brothers and sisters in faith by praising God and pray for
national and personal healing.

