Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of September 12th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Abide with Me”

J.S. Bach

Welcome and Announcements
 Offering Plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the front and rear of the
sanctuary along with 5 ¢ a meal offering baskets. You can place your offering in as you
enter or leave the church.
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Sign-up sheets for those that would like to help welcome visitors at Centerfest, are on the
tables at the front and rear of the sanctuary.
 Adult Sunday School has resumed, meeting at 9 am in the fellowship hall. We hope to see
you there.
 For other announcements, be sure to read this version of the weekly bulletin.
Minute for Missions

Heifer

Linda Benton

Call to Worship (unison)
Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belongs wisdom and might. He changes
times and seasons, He removes kings and sets up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise, and
knowledge to those with understanding; He reveals deep and mysterious things; He knows what
is in the darkness and the light dwells with Him. To you, O God, we give thanks and praise.
Blessed be the name of God forever and ever. Amen.
Hymn of Praise

“Beyond All Mortal Praise”

Timothy Dudley-Smith

Prayer of Confession:
Holy God, we confess that we choose safety over salvation and comfort over courage. We long
for protection from the world rather than ministry to the world. Our anxieties hold us back in ways
we know and in ways we can’t even identify. Forgive us, we pray. Guide us as a church, that we
may renounce fear and choose faith. For the sake of the world which You love we ask these
things. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ
we have been born again to new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Scripture

Joshua 1:1-9, Acts 18: 9-10

Bill Rutledge

Hymn
Sermon

“Be Strong in the Lord”

Hymn 514

Joshua, Strong and Courageous for God

Introductory notes for the scripture reading: Joshua 1 1-9, Acts 18:9-10
Think of all the famous 2nd fiddles you have known. Tonto for the Lone Ranger, Ed McMahon for
Johnny Carson, Prince Phillip for Queen Elizabeth. They spent their entire careers in a supporting
role and were quite good at it. But when the lead retired – Johnny moved to California and the
Lone Ranger took off his mask – usually these people are never heard from again; great 2nd
fiddles do not necessarily make good first chairs.
Now consider Joshua. As a young slave coming out of Egypt with the Exodus, over a period of 40
years, he grew to become Moses’ trusted assistant. And in that role he accomplished much:
accompanying Moses up Mt Sinai, spying out the Promised Land, winning Israel’s first conflict with
a foreign king, but always with the knowledge that Moses was up there on the hill with his hands
raised in divine blessing and support. Now Moses is gone and Joshua himself is around 80 – 85
years old, with 200,000 people looking for him to lead them in a military campaign to conquer
their proposed homeland. Joshua, who has personally witnessed both the rebelliousness of his
own people and also the strength of the land they are about to attack. Is it any wonder that God
has to repeat three times His assurances that just as He had provided and protected Moses, now
He would do the same for Joshua: be strong and very courageous. The future battles he would
face would try every aspect of his leadership, but if he stayed close by Gods’ side, he would
emerge triumphant.
Read Josh 1:1-9
Now consider the Apostle Paul, called by God to take the Gospel into foreign lands, his first
mission trip was a great success, but this second missionary journey is not going so well. He was
mobbed, beaten, thrown in jail, and then escorted out of Philippi. He had to sneak out of the next
two towns as enemies had followed him intentionally to stir up trouble wherever he went. Left
alone in Athens, he was dismissed by the intelligentsia as just another religious curiosity. So now,
when the Jews of Corinth once again begin threatening, I am sure that Paul is deeply questioning
whether or not to continue doing mission work. That’s when God speaks to him.
Read Acts 18:9-11
---------------------Sermon: Joshua, Strong and Courageous! Joshua 1 1-9, Acts 18:9-10
This message was adapted from “Never, Never, Never,” by J.d. Tutell @ SermonCentral.Com

Last Sunday commemorated the 76th anniversary of VJ Day, the surrender of Japan, marking the
official end of WW2. Yesterday marked the 20th anniversary of the bombing of the Pentagon and
World Trade Center. This last January the Congress Building was attacked by domestic vigilante
groups. While this summer national gas, electric, and manufacturing industries were shut down by
ransom seeking hackers. It seems that terrorism both international and homegrown, in person or
through the internet, is defining what may turn out to be a third world war. How do we live,
perhaps even thrive in this violent and unpredictable future? By learning lessons from our past.
It was October 29th, 1941. Winston Churchill had been the Prime Minster for only a year. Within
days of his taking office, their closest ally, France, had fallen to Germany. England had spent the
time preparing for an anticipated invasion. But by the end of the year things had begun to turn.
Germany had chosen to invade Russia, making a country that was once an enemy an ally.

America had agreed to supply England with weapons and supplies. The times were still dark,
defeat still loomed as a probable outcome, but there was at least a flicker of hope.
On this day Churchill had come to speak at the Harrow school, which he had attended as a
teenager. The speech that he gave that day against a background of war and looming defeat is
ranked as one of the greatest speeches in history. The center of the message were these words.
“Never give in. Never give in. Never, never, never, never! ” These are words that we could
all use these days as like Joshua and Paul we again face a fearful future. Whenever times are
difficult, when things look dark and defeat seems to be a possibility, we must stand. But we can
be confident that we do not stand alone. We are never to give up; never to give in because of
who we serve and whose we are.
As we heard in today’s scripture lesson, three times in their short conversation, God both
encourages, even orders, Joshua to “be strong and very courageous.” This was a clear warning
that Joshua would face very difficult times ahead, but with the knowledge that his future victories
were assured because he would not face these battles alone.
For us today, both these stories of Joshua and Paul illustrate how God works in the world and
how God wants to work in us. You see God has a plan for the world, but also for each
person who desires a relationship with Him. God desires to do His work in the world
through His people.
There is little doubt that our world is again in a state of crisis, both environmental and political,
both mostly of our own making, but there is an even larger looming crisis which is spiritual. Some
would say watching the news will show just how far the world has gone in a wrong direction, but
all you really need to do is go to the mall and people watch. Look and listen to the people you see
there. There are a lot of lost and hurting people out there. Life without Christ is fearful. It is a
time when imminent defeat is possible. More importantly, life without Jesus leads to eternity
without Jesus. That is the sad state of the world today.
Of course the answer to our world’s spiritual crisis and perhaps its environmental as well as
political problems is for people to come to know God and live in a redeemed relationship with
Him. Just like the Covid vaccine, the more of the world’s population that come to
Christ, the better off we all will be. And just like Paul, this task of bring Christ’s message to
the world has been left to us. In fact, just like Joshua we have both been ordered to do so and
also assured that we will never work alone. But I fear that our familiarity with the Great
Commission has somewhat deafened us to both the authority and urgency of the final command
Jesus gave us.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,
I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ Matthew 28: 19-20

God wants the entire world to come to know Him and His desire is to work through us to make
that happen, but it is a challenge. Helping people to know Jesus and become His disciples isn’t
easy, but it is worthwhile. If you are a disciple of Jesus it is something you are expected do. So
as we think about the challenges ahead of us, let us consider three “nevers” inspired by
Churchill’s speech, the first being: never give in to problems.
People have problems and so do we; when it comes to problems the world certainly doesn’t lack
in variety. For Israel, it started with the fact that these people needed to leave their past behind.

Coming out of Egypt, the first generation of God’s people spent most of their time grumbling or
rebelling. When they were trapped against the Red Sea, they didn’t look to God for a miracle,
instead they blamed Moses, “You’ve brought us out here to die,” which was the same repeated
complaint whenever they ran out of water or food, or the first time they were ordered to enter
the Promised Land. Their attitude was so bad that God camped them out in the wilderness until
that first generation had died off, so that the second generation might be given a chance.
Now a desert hardened generation, having forty years of experience with God’s provision, were
once again standing where their parents had stood. They certainly couldn’t look to their past as
inspiration for their future. But the good news is that God, not their history, would be the source
of their future.
But think of the crisis they now faced as they stood on the borders of their Promised Land. They
had just lost the leader who had carried them through all of that past. Moses had died. Moses
had led the people from slavery to the point that they were about to be conquerors. It was a
huge job, with troublesome people, but God did it through him. Deuteronomy declares, “

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to
face. He was unequalled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in
the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the
mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of
all Israel. (34:10-12)

Wow, how would you like an epitaph like that? There would never again be a leader like Moses,
Joshua could never replace him, but Joshua was now their leader.

The land was theirs for the taking because God was with them, but they had to let go of the past,
they had to follow the next leader whom God had sent them and that leader had to have the
courage to step forward and lead the people into taking land.
Those were personal obstacles which they had to overcome. But the land in front of them was
also full of real obstacles and real enemies. It had large powerful cities with developed armies and
defenses. In their 40 years of wandering through the desert, news of this migrating nation looking
for a homeland certainly preceded them. Israel was about to face real enemies who had time to
prepare for their arrival. These people were determined to fight and resist these people entering
their lands.
The cause of Christ faces similar hostile and prepared enemies today. Many schools and work
places now have rules against “proselytizing,” which is another word for sharing your faith: no
visible displays of religion allowed, no gold crosses worn as jewelry, no logos printed on shirts.
How we came here is a long story, but we now live in a “post-Christian” society that has
become vaguely hostile towards Christians’ speaking about their faith. Slanted news stories and
works of fiction have given people a generally negative impression of Christianity, as a narrow
minded anti-progressive movement, who have nothing to offer a modern culture. You might say
that they have been inoculated against Christianity, thus making it all that much harder for them
to catch the faith.
This is a big problem for us. But our continuing mission remains to get people to move beyond
these prejudices, to introduce them to who Christ really is, to teach them what the Bible really
says. To introduce them to a life of faith not fear. It will be a daunting task. But here’s a bit of
good news. Most people that you share your faith with won’t be holding a sword and won’t try to
kill you. Unlike Joshua, more like Paul, we face a different type of warfare, a different type of
struggle on a spiritual level. As Paul said

Our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against … cosmic powers of this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil Ephesians 6:12

There are lost people living in spiritual darkness all around us. The most important decision some
people will make this year will have nothing to do with whether or not get the Covid vaccine, or to
return to the office, or to buy that new house or car, until they personally accept Christ as their
savior, they are automatically rejecting Him and they are living a life that is doomed to fail.
But, just like Joshua, just like Paul, the spiritual battle we face is beyond our ability but it is not
beyond God. We need to be on our knees praying for lost people and asking Him to give us
opportunities to share and the courage and wisdom to take those opportunities when they come.
A common problem that many older Christians face, is that they don’t know of anyone who is not
a Christian. They say “I don’t have anyone to share with, or I would.” The problem is that they
are starting at the wrong point. Our job doesn’t start with finding a person, it starts with asking
God. If you ask Him to use you, He will use you. He is God, He was bigger than all of the
obstacles and enemies Joshua and Paul had to face and He is bigger than all obstacles and
enemies now.
If you seek God’s leadership in prayer, if you are praying for those who don’t know Him, if you
are looking you will see Him moving. Bedford Presbyterian set up a prayer table this Summer as
one way for God to lead those who are seeking, those who are needy to us and it is working. The
table has been well received with many people asking for prayers. The prayer table will again be
standing at Centerfest and in the Farmer’s Market twice in October. Why don’t you spend some
time at the table and see who God brings in your direction. Never give into the problems. It’s
not about you, it’s not about our culture, it is all about God and God is far bigger.
Our second “never” is never forget God’s promises.
When we are facing obstacles, the thing that should keep us going, our source of personal
strength are the promises of God. God didn’t just tell Joshua to be strong and courageous, He
gave Joshua some very basic promises. Promises that we can still cling to today because we serve
the same God. What He could do then, He can certainly do today. Look at what God promises.
God promised that the Israelites would take the land; He told Joshua, “I will give you every
place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.” The promise was given to Moses,
but it wasn’t exclusive to Moses, it was for the people. When Moses passed the promise endured
because God endures. The promise was that the people would take the land. That was their
mission.
What is our mission. To impact our community for Christ. To fulfill the commission that He gave
us; to go and make disciples. If we seek Him, if we follow Him, then we will take the land, we will
be used to make disciples. Look at what Jesus told his own disciples,

Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around
you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages
and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. John
4:35-36

For our Christian efforts, there is a promised harvest, a joy that comes with helping people to find
forgiveness and hope for this life with eternal life in the next. God gives us a big task, but He
promises us that we will take the land.

God also promised the Israelites victory, “No one will be able to stand up against you all
the days of your life.” For Joshua, this was a promise of victory in battle. But this also applied
to the internal struggles of the Israelites. No one would be able to stand against Joshua as he
sought to lead the people to accomplish the mission that God had for him. In the same way we
will face obstacles to sharing Christ. There are people who oppose the cause of Christ all around
us. But God is bigger and when we stand in His strength He will give us the ability to overcome
them in His name.
God promised them the land, He promised them victory and most importantly, God promised His
continuing presence with them. He said, “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will
never leave you nor forsake you.” What an awesome promise and it applies to you and me.
What power in this world can be greater than the presence of God? There is nothing. No darkness
can cover it, no obstacle can stop Him. He is God and He is with you and me. If God is for us,

who can be against us?

When things seem bleak, when defeat seems imminent, isn’t it good to know that we are not
dependent on our enemy to make a mistake and invade another country, or for someone to send
us weapons? Our victory depends on the God who is right next to us. He is greater than any
darkness around you. When you stand with Christ, you will stand, victory will be yours, you will
see the land that you were promised. Pray for those people around you who don’t know Christ,
you will see some of them find Him. But we have to be willing to fight for them and that battle
begins on our knees in prayer.
So, never give in to the problems, never forget His promises and also never forget His precepts.
God wants to work through you, but He also expects some things from you. He told Joshua “Only

be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that
my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left,
so that you may be successful wherever you go.” Joshua 1:7
God gave Joshua promises, but He also told him there are some things that he had to do. There
are things that we have to do if we want to claim these same blessings.
God has also given us a mission. To have an impact in our community. Jesus taught, “let your

light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven” Matthew 5:16. If we want people to see God, then we need to be out in the public square

serving Him. We need to find ways to show our neighbors who He is. It is an active role. It’s not
just going to church on Sunday, it is being the church every day, actively working in the middle of
our community.
But as we learned last week, impure salt is not good for the task, immature, spiritually unarmed
Christians will be defeated in the fight. Joshua was told to meditate on [God’s word] day and
night for it would make his way prosperous and his fights successful. The psalmist said that he
hid God’s word in his heart so that he might not sin against God. The young disciple Timothy was
charged to

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no
need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.

We have been called to put on the full armor of God in order to stand against the attacks of the
Devil. Yes there are big challenges facing us in this world, but God has promised us victory and
His presence. But in order to spiritually stand in this world, we must never give in to the
problems, never forget God’s promises, and never forget His precepts, The path to

victory in this fallen world, is to walk through it with Jesus. If you’ve never committed to do that,
then do it today. The battle is afoot and no one should be left on the losing side.
Response to the Word of God
“I Will Not be Afraid”

Worship Song

Bob Fitts

Affirmation of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and
earth, of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died
forsaken. He descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the
tomb. He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth.
We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church,
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.
Doxology

“Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow”

Hymn 34

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People (Thomas Merton- Thoughts in Solitude)
MY LORD GOD, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot
know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am
following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to
please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope
that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by
the right road though I may know nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you always though I may
seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will
never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

Hymn 569

The Sending Forth
Benediction (Romans 15:5)
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Postlude

“Voluntary”
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God
and in remembrance of the 20th anniversary of 9/11,
by James and Ann Marie Fleming.

Samuel Wesley

Joys- September 12th
Joy- to see Dianne Fain in service after receiving 4th stent
Joy- Van Dyke’s welcoming first grandchild, Cora Jolene
Concerns- September 12th
Avery: Tinkie, in special care at Elks Home
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) brain cancer, chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) recovering
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
John- back problems, taking PT
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Garland Craun- non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
Linda Bartz- (sister) treatment for GBS, doing better
Tammie Welge –(friend) pacemaker and fibrillator put in
Casdorph: (friend) Franklin, wife Linda, cancer
Ashley- (friend) father in hospital
Sarah- (friend) has Delta variant after being vaccinated
Chryssikos: Kathy- low sodium levels
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
John & Bobbi- (friends) John’s mom passed and now Covid
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gayle Mauser- health issues
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Eagler: Janet – in Bedford Nursing home
Fain: Dianne- doing well
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer, not doing well
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Mike Virts- (nephew) cancer, surgery went well
Graboyes: Leslie’s mom, Janice, in hospital with covid, not eating
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Jeff Milton- back surgery, aneurysm
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
McGuire: Catherine- struggling from knee surgery
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Johnson family- son committed suicide
Family of firefighter who lost life in CA fire
Toney: Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Mike Stafford, (neighbor) stroke
Brother- Jack- has malignancy on head
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, nursing home, pray for Salvation
Thomas Blythe- (friend) in rehab, taking treatment
Prayers for Afghanistan citizens and everyone involved in evacuating, also the families
of those killed in the bombing, those in path of CA fires and those affected by
Hurricane Ida.
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Here are some of the upcoming activities planned for BPC;
September 18th- Centerfest
(sign-up sheets at front and rear of sanctuary)
December 12th- Abendmusik

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4 pm.
Activities for week of September 12th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Quilters, 6 pm
Sunday: September 19th
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer Time following service
September Birthdays
Deanna Rutledge -16
Dick Kibbey - 17
Christine Riley - 18
Harold Neal -19
Barbara Saunders- 20
Dick Diddams- 21
Sydney Dills -24
Ron Morris -24
Morgann Dills- 25
Jay Barnes – 29
September Anniversaries
Gerald & Tammy DeWitt – 19

CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?
Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table” set up at the Farmer’s Market
offering conversation and prayers to all who walk up. We also need two
others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with
anyone who stops by our table.
Contact Barbara Nichols for more information: 714-822-0216.
September 18th- during Centerfest
Farmer’s Market : October 9th & 22nd

Roanoke Holiday Pops Is Back!!!!!
We have been able to reserve three tables for the Roanoke Holiday Pops
Concert that will be on Friday, December 3rd, 7:30 at the Salem Civic Center.
The tickets are $49.00 each. For those who have never attended, it is a great
way to kick off the Christmas season. With tables that are on the Civic Centers
main floor we are able to bring appetizers to share and that is a big part of the
fun and fellowship. Please call Judy Blair to reserve a seat or if you have any
questions. 540-587-9416

Adult Sunday School resumed today in the fellowship
hall. We begin class promptly at 9 am, to allow
sufficient time for discussion after the lesson.
Hope to see you there!!!

OLIVE GARDEN STYLE CHICKEN AND GNOCCHI SOUP
Recipe by Anne G. (Adapted by John Salley)
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/KtbxLxGvZzzVPtFlFnxXPJpplJNkVgxzgV

READY IN: 35 mins, SERVES: 8-10
INGREDIENTS
3 -4 chicken breasts, cooked and diced
4 cups chicken stock
2 cups half-and-half
3 stalks celery, diced
1 garlic clove, chopped
2 cups carrot, shredded
1 onion, diced
1 cup fresh spinach, chopped
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 tablespoons butter
1 teaspoon thyme
16 ounces potato gnocchi (usually found in the spaghetti aisle)
Salt and pepper to taste

2 -3 tablespoons flour (optional)
Chicken bouillon (optional)
1 teaspoon of sugar (optional)

DIRECTIONS
Sauté the onion, celery, garlic, carrot in oil and butter over medium heat until onion is
translucent. Add chicken, chicken stock, half and half, salt and pepper, thyme. Heat to boiling.

Hint #1 Rather than salt, at this point I taste the broth and usually add 1-2 teaspoons of “Better
than Bullion Chicken flavoring to my taste. I also add a teaspoon of sugar to round out the flavor.
Hint #2 If you want a thicker soup, while boiling, slowly add the flour dissolved some additional
cold chicken stock, continue stirring until the soup thickens.
Then add gnocchi. Gently boil for 4 minutes, then turn down to a simmer for 10 minutes. Add
spinach and cook for another 1-2 minutes until spinach is wilted. Then add half-and-half. Ladle
into bowls and serve!

