Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of September 26th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“If You Will Trust in God to Guide You”

Paul Manz

Welcome and Announcements
 Offering Plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the front and rear of the
sanctuary along with 5 ¢ a meal offering baskets. You can place your offering as you enter
or leave the church.
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Adult Sunday School has resumed, meeting at 9 am in the fellowship hall. We hope to see
you there.
 For other announcements, be sure to read this version of the weekly bulletin.
Call to Worship
One: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, for the word of the Lord is upright and all His work is
done in faithfulness. The earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.
All: By the word of the Lord the heavens were made and all their host by the breath of
His mouth.
One: Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. For
He spoke and it came to be; He commanded and it stood firm.
All: The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations.
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord. Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon
us, even as we hope in you.
Hymn of Praise

“You Righteous, in the Lord Rejoice”

Trinity Hymnal

Prayer of Confession:
We know that we are called to work for Your kingdom, O God, but we fail to heed that call.
Forgive us when we shirk our responsibilities to You and to those seeking Your grace and peace
in the world. Teach us, mighty God, to use our gifts wisely and to do our work for Your kingdom
gladly. Though our faith may feel small, assure us today, God, that in Your hands, even a small
faith is mighty. Give us the opportunity to be co-creators with You in this hurting and dying world.
Remove our selfishness and give us generous hearts for all who cross our paths. In Jesus’
name, we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria
“Glory to the Father”
Bill Rutledge

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Scripture
Praise Song
Sermon

Joshua 3: 9-13, 4:4-7
“I Sing Praises”

Hymn 660

One Faithful Step at a Time

Portions adapted from: Remembering What God Has Done Series by John Hamby @ Sermon Central.Com

There was a man named John -- not necessarily anyone you might know -- who had a
really terrible memory. One day John ran into a friend whom he had not seen in a long time. He
greeted him & said, “Bill, do you remember what a bad memory I had?” Bill answered, “Yes, I
certainly do.” “Well, it’s not bad any more. I went to a seminar that taught us how to remember
things. It was a great seminar, & now I have a wonderful memory.”
Bill answered, “That’s great! What was the name of the seminar?” “Well,” John said, “wait
a minute, my wife went with me. I’ll ask her.” He turned & saw his wife nearby. Then he turned
back to Bill & said, “What’s the name of that flower with a long stem & thorns & a red bloom?”
“Do you mean a rose?” Bill answered, “Yeah, thanks,” John said, “Hey, Rose, what’s the name of

that seminar we attended?”

Today’s message is about both doing and remembering. God realizes that we often forget what
He has done for us. Given our propensity to forget, it is little wonder then that memorials have
frequently played an important role in biblical history. Such as the stone altar that Moses built at
the foot of Mt. Sinai to commemorate God’s covenant with Israel (Ex. 12:14).
Then as he had done many times before, once again just before they entered the promise land,
Moses issued a final warning to Israel, “beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of

the land of Egypt…” (Deuteronomy 6:12).

So, now having crossed to the other side of the Jordan River, at God’s command, Joshua had the
people build two 12 stone monuments commemorating and marking the location of their Jordan
river crossing, to be for the Israelites a memorial for ever (4:7). The meaning of that Hebrew
word is “to remember.”
Today’s story thus has two important lessons to teach us:
First, when God commands, we need to step out in faith
And second, in the future when we begin to doubt, or take God for granted, we need to
remember those times when God led and we followed. Which brings up the question, what kind
of memorials do we have in place to help us remember when we followed God, one faithful step
at a time?
There is also a third lesson God intended in this river crossing, but it was specifically to help
establish Joshua’s unquestionable leadership as God now did through him, what He formerly had
only done through Moses, so that the people would faithfully follow Joshua perhaps even better
than had followed Moses. For the people of Israel that day, the key verse is

On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they stood in awe of him, as they had
stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life. Joshua 4:14

But also for the people of Israel in the future and for their children, it would be the stone
monuments standing both in the river and at Gilgal that would be reminders of what God had
done for them that day. Thus, this story is a lot more important for us to understand than the
amount of attention we formerly gave it in Sunday School. So let’s begin.
-------------------------------------As chapter 3 opens, Joshua is ordering Israel to prepare for the next day’s crossing of the Jordan
River; which we will quickly learn will be no small feat.
1. Because the number of people in the Israeli camp was far larger than I had earlier said.
According to the Book of Numbers, when they arrived at the Jordan River, Israel had an
army not of 200,000, but rather 601,730 fighting men. This would make an estimate of
the total population of the Israeli camp to be somewhere around 2.5 million people (Numbers
26:51). While some commentators have challenged this large a number on the basis of the
wilderness’ inability to sustain such a population, I see no reason to doubt what the Bible
carefully recorded. However, the point here is that getting 2.5 million people to move
anywhere is a major task in itself.
2. Next, the Jordan was in its springtime flood stage. This river which was usually less than
100 yards wide had now left its banks to become a one mile wide swiftly moving torrent. I
am sure that the Jerichoans’ were convinced there was no way that Israel was getting
across that river until it subsided, which probably helped them sleep a bit easier those
evenings.
For the next part of this story’s sake, it is important to notice that God was only speaking through
Joshua, telling him when and what to say. God would provide the miracle, but the people would
hear the voice of Joshua calling the shots. Thus as we noted earlier, causing the Israelis to
transfer their faith to Joshua’s ability to lead.
Now let’s get to the river crossing itself. Joshua had sent the priests with the Ark of the Covenant
marching on ahead, with the entire Israeli camp following them at a sacred distance. Joshua said
that when the sole of the priest’s feet touched the water, the river would divide to let them pass.
According to Scripture this division actually began with the river standing up in a heap some 20
miles upstream from the spot where they had been told to cross. Thus while the people watched,
as far as they could see both upstream and downstream, the river just ran dry providing quite a
large area for 2.5 million people to quickly and safely cross on solid ground.
So the first miracle the Israelis’ witnessed under Joshua’s command – reminiscent of their Red
Sea crossing – was the barrier to their Promised Land, as far as they could see, opening wide for
them. Even so, Scripture records that when they crossed the river bed, they did so in haste
(4:10).
After the water ran down, the priests with the Ark then walked to the middle of the river where
they stopped and stood on dry ground to let the people pass in front of them.
Once the people were safely across, Joshua sent men back into the middle of the river bed to
gather 12 large stones which they were to carry some five miles to a place called Gilgal, where
the people were to camp for the evening. Next scripture records that Joshua gathered 12 more

stones from the bank, which he then took to the middle of the river bed to build a second
monument in front of where the priests were still standing. Then Joshua called for the priests to
come up out of the river bed and as the soles of their feet touched dry ground, the waters closed
up behind them; probably with just the top of that mid-river monument sticking up out of the
flood waters.
That evening the Israelis’ set up camp and built their second “memorial” at Gilgal, which was just
two miles away from Jericho. Can you imagine what went through the heart and mind of those in
Jericho that day? The morning had begun with them thinking that they were at least protected
for the season by the flooded Jordan, only to look over their walls that evening to find 2.5 million
Israelis’ camping right on their doorstep.
Sitting on that north/south trade route, Gilgal thereafter served as the base camp for Joshua’s
conquest, both of Jericho and the surrounding region. Then in the future, Gilgal, with its stone
memorial reminding them of all that God had done for them, became an important gathering
place to which Israel would return to commemorate special events.
One more important thing to notice from this story is that the day the people of Israel walked
across the Jordan River and into the Promised Land, was exactly forty years to the day from when
they first walked out of Egypt. Coincidence? With God there are no coincidences.
----------------------Now let’s talk a bit about the value of building similar memorials. Notice three reasons that were
given for the Israelis memorial stones.
FIRST, IT WAS TO BE A PLACE BOTH FOR ISREAL AND THE WORLD TO REMEMBER WHAT GOD
HAD DONE. Joshua told the people “these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel

forever.” (v. 7)

The memorial stones would remind the Israelis’ of their own personal experience; what
they saw, heard and felt that day. Notice that in verse six, the memorial would cause their
children to ask; “What do these stones mean to you?”

“Then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off in front of the ark of the
covenant of the Lord. When it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off”.
(4:7)

Whether you realize it or not, we all have such memorials in our lives, not necessarily monuments
of stone, but ones built of memories. There are places that trigger memories for you, just as did
the memorial stones in Gilgal.
For me there was Oak Hills Christian College on the shores of Lake Marquette in Bemidji
Minnesota, where several wise and patient teachers helped grow my faith from a narrow minded
fundamentalism to a more warm hearted evangelicalism. This will always be a special place for
reminding me of so many good things that God had done in my life. You no doubt also have such
a place in your life: Camp Massanetta, Montreat, or the church you grew up in?
There are also memories of people whom God has used in your life. For me many of these
memories are of the people who supported my journey towards Christian ministry, generously
opening their homes and their lives to help this young student grow as he pursued the education
needed to be a good pastor. But how often do we sit down to recall these memories and thank
God for the people He placed in our lives?

There are also memories of events that should spark a powerful response on your part. Martin
Luther said that whenever he was tempted to sin, he would literally run away yelling, “I am
baptized!” Think for a moment what it means when you say I am baptized! For those who
received believer’s baptism, it should recall that moment when you publicly professed your faith,
pledging your life thereafter to live as Christ’s disciple. For those of you baptized as an infant, it
means the same thing, though first as a promise your parents made in your behalf as they
pledged to raise you in the faith until that day when you could make such an affirmation for
yourself. Either way to remind yourself that I am Baptized, is to remember that you owe God,
not yourself, certainly not the Devil, your life, your allegiance, your loyalty.
Think for a moment: “What kind of memorials do you have in your life?” When was the last
time you sat down to remember your memorial moments.
The Memorial stones were also to serve as a basis for the Israelis to share faith so that their
children might never forget. Twice in this chapter, the parents were reminded of their
responsibility to communicate God’s Word and His calling on to their children from generation to
generation.

‘When your children ask their parents in time to come, “What do these stones mean?” then
you shall let your children know, “Israel crossed over the Jordan here on dry ground.” For
the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you crossed over, as the
Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we crossed over, so that
all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, and so that you
may fear the Lord your God for ever. (4:21-24)

As with other memorials in the Old Testament, the intention of those stones - especially the ones
sticking up out of the middle of the river – was to provoke questioning, especially from future
generations. Questions that led to never forgetting.
God also knows how easily we forget and that we need such memorials to rekindle our faith lest
we forget to teach our children. Like Israel, Christianity is never more than one generation
away from extinction. If we are not careful America could be the next nation to forget God.
Just think for a moment how far our country has drifted away from its Christian foundation in just
one generation.
1962 – Group prayer in public schools is declared illegal
1963 - Bible reading in Schools was banned
1980 - It became illegal to post the Ten Commandments on school house walls.
1992 – Clergy led prayers at graduations were banned with student led prayers at public sports
events soon to follow.
God’s warning to Israel was not to let the values of the pagan society surrounding them dictate
their values, which sadly is what it eventually did just as our post-Christian society is now
attempting to do to ours. (Deuteronomy 6:12-15)
That is why the memorial stones were also meant to be a sign to a lost world. “so that all the

peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, and so that you may fear
the LORD your God forever.” (v. 24)
It has always been God’s plan that the whole world should “know,” that He is the only living God.
Not only was the crossing of the Jordan a stirring event for Israel, but it was also a terrifying
event for all the people living in the land of Canaan. Imagine what the next group of people to

come upon those memorial stones sticking up out of the flood waters first thought. Then
imagine what they and others thought thereafter upon learning their actual significance.
BUT MORE THAN JUST REMEMBERING, THE BUILDING OF THESE MEMORIALS WERE TO BE A
TIME FOR ISRAEL TO RENEW THEIR PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO GOD

The Israelites did as Joshua commanded. They took up twelve stones out of the middle of
the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the Lord told Joshua,
carried them over with them to the place where they camped, and laid them down there.
(7).

Joshua not only issued the order for the men to go back, but he personally joined them as they
made their journey back and forth to the center of the riverbed, both retrieving and then
returning stones.
Once the twelve men had carried twelve stones to the shore of Canaan and after he built the altar
in the middle of the river, Joshua then commanded the priests with the Ark of the Covenant to
finish crossing the river. The moment the feet of those priests touched the other side, the flood
waters of the Jordan River came rushing back downstream. Just as easily as God had opened the
door to the Promise Land for them, now He had closed it. For the people of Israel the message
was clear; there was no going back to Egypt, God could and would only lead them forward to
accomplish all which He had promised them.
The significance of the day which they stepped into the Promised Land being exactly forty years
to the day when they stepped out of Egypt, would also remind the People of Israel, that just as
God through Moses, had led them for 40 years in the wilderness, now God through Joshua, would
lead them in fulfilling all the promises of the Promised Land He had made to their patriarchs.
Leaving the edge of the river, the Israelites’ traveled on another five miles to Gilgal to make their
camp and build their second memorial. Gilgal means “the reproach has been rolled away.”
Forty years of spiritual defeat and failure have been rolled away. It was the dawn of a new
beginning in a new land. The days of sullen refusal to respond to God under Moses were gone,
complaining was ended, hopeless wandering in the wilderness was behind them. They were now
a people with a powerful new sense of purpose, determined to take new territory with God.
Likewise for the believer today, we should be able to look back to those monumental places,
people, or occasions in which God has changed our directions and given us new hope and a new
sense of purpose. A time when we, by an act of bold faith, decided to abandon ourselves to God
and step out into the unknown to take new territory for Him.
---------------------------The point is that God knows how we think and how easily we forget; that is the reason why He
instructed Joshua to build not one, but two memorials. So that each time the Israelites’ saw one
or the other, they would be reminded that they had not crossed the Jordan by their own ability,
by their own strength, but because of God.
Lest we forget. I challenge you to spend some time thinking through your memorial stones.
 Let them draw you closer to God reminding you of His faithfulness.
 Use them to teach your children and your children’s children of God’s goodness.
 Use them as a testimony to the world to where your faith and allegiance stands.
And if you remember nothing else, remember what it means to declare to yourself,
I HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED!
Let’s pray about this.

Response to the Word of God
“He Leadeth Me”

Hymn

Hymn 499

Affirmation of Faith
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 6
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith
our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the
word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. And without faith it is
impossible to please God, for whoever would approach him must believe that he exists and that
he rewards those who seek him.
Doxology

“Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow”

Hymn 34

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
One: Let us rekindle the gift of God that is within us, that sincere faith which first lived in our
mothers, fathers, grandparents and others. Let us allow that faith to live anew in
us as we dedicate our ourselves and our gifts to Your glory.
All: God, You did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of
love and of self-discipline. Rekindle the faith that once burned brightly in our midst
as we rededicate ourselves, our gifts and the ministry we share with You, all given
for Your glory.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“We Praise You, O God”

Hymn 726

The Sending Forth
Benediction (Ephesians 3: 20)
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Postlude

“Immortal, Invisible”

The flowers are given with grateful hearts to the honor
and glory of God, by Dave & Lori Stetson.

Michael Burkhardt

Revival at Salem United Methodist Church
Beginning on Sunday, October 3, and continuing through
Thursday evening, October 7, Pastor Philip Parker will be
preaching a series of sermons from the Book of Daniel. This
Old Testament book presents very poignant “Lessons in
Living" for our own day and time.
Each of the evening services begins at 7:00 pm.

What an awesome gift from a member!!
Check out the wooden plaque engraved with
Amazing Grace in the choir room!!

Adult Sunday School has resumed in the
fellowship hall.
We begin class promptly at 9 am, to allow
sufficient time for discussion after the lesson.
Hope to see you there!!!

Joys- September 26th
Joy- to see Kathy Chryssikos in service
Thanks for all the help with Centerfest- Roy Cram
Concerns- September 26th
Avery: Tinkie, in special care at Elks Home
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) not doing well, chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) recovering
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
John- back problems, taking PT, doing much better
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Garland Craun- non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
Linda Bartz- (sister) treatment for GBS, doing better
Tammie Welge –(friend) pacemaker and fibrillator put in
Casdorph: (friend) Franklin, wife Linda, cancer
Ashley- (friend) father in hospital
Sarah- (friend) has Delta variant after being vaccinated
Newfoundland- flooding due to Hurricane
Chryssikos: Kathy- home
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
John & Bobbi- (friends) John’s mom passed and now Covid
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gayle Mauser- health issues
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Eagler: Janet – in Bedford Hospital, possible sepsis
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Dominic- (Ann Marie’s brother) hospital, mental confusion
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) doing better
Howard- (Tom’s brother) problem with legs
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Mike Virts- (nephew) cancer, surgery went well
Raymond & Carries Wood- lost daughter to covid
Graboyes: Leslie’s mom, Janice, hospice, not eating
Brenda & Willie-(friend) Brenda under hospice care
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT

Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Jeff Milton- back surgery, aneurysm
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Will Hunter- (grandson) covid 19 in hospital
Family prayers- loss of granddaughter- Katie Stanley
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
McGuire: Catherine- struggling from knee surgery
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Toney: Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Mike Stafford, (neighbor) stroke
Brother- Jack- has malignancy on head
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, nursing home, pray for Salvation
Thomas Blythe- (friend) in rehab, taking treatment
Prayers for Afghanistan citizens and everyone involved in evacuating, also the families
of those killed in the bombing, those in path of CA fires and those affected by
Hurricanes.
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4 pm.
Activities for week of September 26th
Sunday: 9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Quilters, 6 pm
Cubs
Sunday: October 3rd
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
Communion
Prayer Time following service
September Birthdays
Jay Barnes – 29th
October Birthdays
Kathy Grigg- 5th
Scarlett Stevens- 6th
Lori Stetson- 9th
Philip Parker- 11th
Janet Neal- 14th
Libby Monk- 21st
Patty Meyers- 21st
Jim Barefoot- 28th
Ann Marie Fleming- 28th
Linda Benton- 30th
October Anniversaries
Jay & Venus Gould- 5th
James & Ann Marie Fleming- 28th
Paul & Nancy Van Dyke- 30th

CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?
Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table” set up at the Farmer’s Market
offering conversation and prayers to all who walk up. We also need two
others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with
anyone who stops by our table.
Contact Barbara Nichols for more information: 714-822-0216.
Farmer’s Market: October 9th & 22nd

NEW FRIENDS!

Colleen Perkins, is Dick and Lois Diddams daughter.
She is a Registered Nurse who moved here from
Montana to be closer to her parents.

Ed & Eileen Norwid found their way to our
Church by way of YouTube videos and when they
got here they found they already had friends - from
their Ham radio club - waiting for them.
Ed is a retired New Jersey police officer, Eileen is
a retired substitute teacher and active homemaker.

Bedford Presbyterian’s current pandemic protocols
Dear Church family, on September 8, our General Presbyter Carl Utley, sent out a
pastoral letter suggesting that in view of resurging Covid cases, especially
among our youth and those unvaccinated, that congregations consider having all
worship participants return to wearing masks and refraining from congregational
meals. I informed the Session, in view of the vaccination level and regulated lifestyle of our
largely retired membership, that I felt such restrictions were not necessary at this time and would
probably not be well received. While concurring with this decision, the Session still wanted me to
remind all of us to practice common sense in the midst of this still deadly pandemic.


If you know that you have been exposed, please self-quarantine for two Sundays; you can still
worship with us by way of the emailed bulletins and YouTube videos.
 If you have recently been in a crowded public event, or your employment puts you in
contact with unknown people, you might also consider either staying home the next
Sunday or wearing a mask and minimizing social contact in worship.
 If you feel the slightest bit ill, please stay home (in view of our aged congregation this also
applies for colds or the flu).
So far, as a congregation we have been lucky, with only two members having caught Covid 19
from outside sources (not from being in Church). But all that needs to happen, is for another
member to get seriously ill for us to regret not practicing basic pandemic protocols. So, please
do what you feel will keep everyone the safest and healthiest. Those people who are
self-quarantining at home will continue to be ministered to by our wonderful Deacons using post
cards, phone calls and appropriately protected visits. This is how we will safely weather this
current pandemic together.
For the Session,
Rev. John Salley

Roanoke Holiday Pops Is Back!!!!!
We have been able to reserve three tables for the Roanoke Holiday Pops
Concert that will be on Friday, December 3rd, 7:30 at the Salem Civic
Center. The tickets are $49.00 each. For those who have never attended,
it is a great way to kick off the Christmas season. With tables that are on
the Civic Centers main floor we are able to bring appetizers to share and
that is a big part of the fun and fellowship. Please call Judy Blair to
reserve a seat or if you have any questions. 540-587-9416

