Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of October 10th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling”

Dale Wood

Welcome and Announcements
 Offering Plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the front and rear of the
sanctuary along with 5 ¢ a meal offering baskets. You can place your offering as you enter
or leave the church.
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 A Reminder that Session meets today following service.
 For other announcements, be sure to read this version of the weekly bulletin.
Minute for Missions

Way Forward Committee

Call to Worship
One: I come to God’s temple today to remember:
All: That I am – myself – God’s living temple;
One: That the one who sits beside me is God’s living temple;
All: That the stranger I meet could be God’s living temple;
One: That family, friends, colleagues, students, employees, could be God’s living temples;
All: That even my enemy could be God’s living temple.
All: I come today to consecrate myself anew to provide a holy heart of radical welcome
and to respect the holy integrity of others.
Hymn of Praise

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”

Hymn 100

Prayer of Confession:
Gracious God, whose love is beyond our understanding, forgive us for taking our relationships
too lightly, for treating those close to us with coldness, for treating the stranger with contempt.
We have not loved wholeheartedly; we have not guarded our words as we should; we have
refused to let the interests of others interfere with our own self-interest. Teach us through the
example of Jesus how to love, how to share, how to be in community with others. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Scripture

Joshua 14: 6-13, Acts 10: 34-35

Bill Rutledge

Girls Trio

“People Need the Lord”

Sermon

Whatever Became of Caleb?

Anna, Ella & Maggie

A couple who had been married for 50 years were sitting out on their porch swing. "Things
have really changed," she said, "Remember how you used to sit very close to me?"
"Well, I can remedy that," he replied, sliding over next to her.
"And you used to hold me tight."
"How’s that?" He asked giving her a big hug.
"And, do you remember when you used to nudge my neck and nibble on my ears?"
At that, he jumped to his feet and headed into the house
"Where are you going?" She asked.
"I’ll be right back," he said. "I’m going to get my teeth!"
As Betty and I constantly remind each other, growing old is not for quitters. Every day seems to
bring a new challenge to be met, a new adaptation to work into our routine. Interestingly, the
Bible never speaks of retirement as being a worthy goal or even a reward in life! When the
Apostle Paul wrote, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race … he was looking at
his execution, not for a pension (2 Tim. 4:7)









Galileo made some of his greatest scientific discoveries at the age of 73.
John Glenn returned to space at the age of 75. William Shatner, at age 90 is headed there
next week just for a joyride
Benjamin Franklin was framing the U.S. constitution at the age of 81.
Michelangelo was still producing masterpieces at the age of 89.
At age 86, Polycarp chose martyrdom rather than deny his faith.
In the Bible, Abraham began his walkabout with God at age 75 and became a first-time
parent at age 100.
Moses wasn’t called into active duty until he was 80.
But the record is held by Noah, who at the age of 500 began building a boat!

The lesson is obvious: when God has a job for you to do, no matter your age, He will give
you the strength and ability to accomplish it. Which is a gifting that your Session is now
praying for all us church members these days.
This is just the first of two important lessons we will learn from today’s Bible Story; one that you
have probably never heard before, which is whatever became of Caleb?
Remember him? We first met Caleb as one of the 12 spies Moses sent into the Promised Land.
While 10 of the spies returned with a frightful report of fortified cities and giants who made them
feel like grasshoppers. Joshua and Caleb reported that the land flowed with milk and honey,
showed samples of its abundant fruit, and declared, let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are
well able to overcome it. Of course you know the end of that story. Listening to the 10 spies, the
people rebelled against God and refused to enter the land resulting in everyone over the age of
20 being condemned to die in the wilderness; everyone except for Caleb, who God promised
would receive his inheritance from that portion of the Promised Land which he had walked over
(Joshua 14:9).

But my servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed me wholeheartedly, I will bring
into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it Numbers 14:24

After that, Joshua continued on as Moses’ assistant until the age of 59, when he inherited the task
of leading Israel to conquer the Promised Land. But we have heard no more of Caleb until now.
Here is an interesting side note, when we meet Caleb today he is 85 years old, saying that he was
40 when Moses sent him to spy out the land. So, many commentators assume that Joshua was
close to the same age. But there is Biblical evidence that Joshua was actually only 19 years old
when Moses sent his “young assistant” out with the spies ( Ex.33:11, Numbers 14:29- 30 cf.
https://jbqnew.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/411/jbq411judges.pdf ) That is why many classic pictures of the returning spies
depict a young man in front carrying the pole of grapes, which makes Caleb the older bearded
man in the back. Here then is the sequel to today’s first lesson: when God has a job for you to
do, no matter how OLD or YOUNG you are, He will give you the strength and ability to
accomplish it.
But returning to the theme of never too old to accomplish great things for God, notice what
portion of the Promised Land and what task, 85 year old Caleb was asking of Joshua. He said,

So now give me this hill country of which the Lord spoke on that day; for you heard on that day
how the Anakim were there, with great fortified cities; it may be that the Lord will be with me,
and I shall drive them out, as the Lord said.’

Other translations have Caleb saying, “give me this mountain.” At the age of 85 and with
God’s blessing still as strong and capable as he was at 40, Caleb specifically asks Joshua for a
portion of hill country that is inhabited by giants living in fortified towns. So Joshua blesses Caleb
and gives him the land which Moses had promised him. Then the end of chapter fourteen,
referring to Caleb’s land grant, concludes, and the land had rest from war which means that Caleb
indeed succeeded in clearing all the giants out of his mountains (cf. Joshua 15:13-14).
Another interesting thing to note about this story, is that if no one of that cursed generation over
the age of 20, except 40-year-old Caleb, would get to enter the promised land, that would now
make him – at 85 – the oldest man in camp by 25 years and he is asking for his inheritance:
mountains infested by giants. Which brings us back to today’s first lesson: when God has a job
for you to do, no matter how old or young you are, He will give you the strength and
ability to accomplish it.
But as Paul Harvey would say, “now the rest of the story,”… along with a second lesson. While
he may have been a half descendant of Jacob by way of an Israeli mother, all the days of his life
until the very end, he was described as “Caleb son of Jephunah the Kenizzite,” which meant
that Caleb was considered a foreigner by the Israelis.
Who were these Kenizzites? They were actually descendants of Esau, Jacob’s estranged older
brother, who lived in the land of Edom during the days of the patriarchs. Caleb also had a
younger brother named “Kenaz.” (which might just have been a slur of a nickname given to
remind him of his foreignness). Interestingly enough, Kenaz’s son Othniel became one of the
first Judges to bring peace to post-Joshua Israel in the years to come (Judges 3:7-11).
So how did these foreigner brothers end up traveling with Israel to the Promised Land?
Apparently, for whatever reason during the 400 years that Israel was living outside the Promised
Land, some Kenizzites also moved down to Egypt and being of similar heritage they received the

same final treatment: enslaved along with the Israelis. Thus, Caleb and Kenaz were part of that
“mixed multitude,” who also left Egypt with Moses and the fleeing Israelis (Exodus 12:37-38).
Another sad fact about Caleb is that his name in Hebrew literally means “dog,” which is not a
good thing to be called among the Israelis. But, if you break his name apart into its separate
syllables it now means “whole hearted” which is a phrase used six times in the Old Testament
to describe Caleb’s dedication to the God of Israel. As Caleb said of himself, “I whole heartedly
followed the Lord my God.” (14:8). Which may be why he also ended up being chosen as the spy
representing the Tribe of Judah. Either he quickly volunteered or was “voluntold;” either way,
that the tribe of Judah would let a half-breed whom they considered a foreigner go as their spy in
the Promised Land says as much about Judah’s lack of faith, as both Caleb’s name and personal
declaration said about his wholehearted faith.
In Canaan the spies saw the sons of Anak, a race of giants, which in comparison made them feel
like grasshoppers. Not Caleb.
• When others saw giant troubles, Caleb saw God’s promises.
• When others saw cities walled up to heaven, Caleb saw cities reduced to rubble.
• When others saw dreadful armies, Caleb saw a defeated enemy.
• When others saw only foe’s, Caleb saw fruit.
Caleb saw the same land, but while others were complaining that it was too hard for them, Caleb
chose a mountain where milk and honey flowed saying “one day you will be mine.” He and
Joshua were able to see beyond troubling circumstances into the victorious promises of God.
Faith is more than saying that you believe; it is acting on what you believe. Caleb the foreigner
had a whole hearted faith in God, and for that reason he received the inheritance that other heirs
of the promise had lost. Which is our second lesson, the same one that Peter had to learn before
he would even go visit a faithful Roman Centurion. No matter what others may think of
you, God honors your faith not your pedigree. Caleb spent his entire adult life among a
people who treated him as a foreigner, even though he “wholeheartedly followed the Lord my
God.” But as Peter learned and Paul joyously taught his Greek converts, there is no longer Greek

and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and
in all! (Col. 3:11). In other words, there are no foreigners with God, only those who by faith become
heirs of God’s promise … or not. That’s something to think about … and pray about.

Worship Song

Response to the Word of God
“Arms of Love”

Craig Musseau

Affirmation of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. He
descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the tomb. He
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. We believe
in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of
healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.

Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

“Doxology”

Hymn 44

Prayers of the People
Father, we ask You to bless not only our friends and relatives, but all those that You care deeply
for. Show them a new revelation of Your love and power. Holy Spirit, we ask You to minister to
their spirit at this very moment. Where there is pain, give them Your peace and mercy. Where
there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence through Your grace. Where there is need, we
ask You to meet their needs above and beyond what they even expect. Bless their homes,
families, finances, their goings and their comings. We ask this in the name of Your son our
savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“I Will Sing of My Redeemer”

Hymn 356

The Sending Forth
Benediction (Attributed to St. Patrick)
May your days be many and your troubles be few.
May all God’s blessings descend upon you.
May peace be within you, may your heart be strong.
May you find what you’re seeking wherever you roam.
May the strength of God pilot us, may the wisdom of God instruct us.
May the hand of God protect us, may the word of God direct us.
May thy Salvation, O Lord, be always ours this day and forevermore.
Postlude

“Trumpet Voluntary”

The flowers are to the Glory of God and in memory of
Richard T. DeShazo, by his daughters.

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of
Janet Eagler, who passed away Wednesday.

Gordon Young

Roanoke Holiday Pops Is Back!!!!!
We have been able to reserve three tables for the Roanoke Holiday Pops
Concert that will be on Friday, December 3rd, 7:30 at the Salem Civic
Center. The tickets are $49.00 each. For those who have never attended,
it is a great way to kick off the Christmas season. With tables that are on
the Civic Centers main floor we are able to bring appetizers to share and
that is a big part of the fun and fellowship. Please call Judy Blair to
reserve a seat or if you have any questions. 540-587-9416

Joys- October 10th
Joy- Betty Goodman- grandson not seriously injured while in training, recovering
Concerns- October 10th
Avery: Tinkie, in special care at Elks Home
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) not doing well, chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) recovering
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Garland Craun- non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
Linda Bartz- (sister) treatment for GBS, doing better
Tammie Welge –(friend) pacemaker and fibrillator put in
Casdorph: Sarah- (friend) has Delta variant after being vaccinated
Chryssikos: Kathy- home
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
John & Bobbi- (friends) John’s mom passed and now Covid
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gayle Mauser- health issues
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Dominic- (Ann Marie’s brother) hospital, mental confusion, encephalitis
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) doing better
Howard- (Tom’s brother) problem with legs
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Mike Virts- (nephew) cancer, surgery went well
Raymond & Carries Wood- lost daughter to covid
Michael McGuire- (grandson) injured during training, doing well
Graboyes: Leslie’s mom, Janice, nursing home, hospice, not eating
Leslie’s dad- fell broke hip, recovering from surgery
Brenda & Willie-(friend) Brenda under hospice care
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton & husband (friend) both in memory care
Jeff Milton- back surgery, aneurysm
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Will Hunter- (grandson) covid 19 in hospital, doing better
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
McGuire: Catherine- struggling from knee surgery
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, recovering from surgery
Fred & Sandy- recovering from Covid
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Toney: Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Mike Stafford, (neighbor) stroke
Brother- Jack- has malignancy on head
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, nursing home, pray for Salvation
Thomas Blythe- (friend) in rehab, taking treatment
Winberry: Chris- heart issues
Prayers for Afghanistan citizens, those in path of CA fires and those affected by
Hurricanes.
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different
Prayers on ways to help Massanetta, who are hosting 32 Afghan immigrants

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4 pm.
Activities for week of October 10th
Sunday: 9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Quilters, 6 pm
Cubs
Sunday: October 17th
9 am Sunday School
10 am Worship with Rev. Bill Rutledge
Prayer Time following service
October Birthdays
Philip Parker- 11th
Janet Neal- 14th
Libby Monk- 21st
Patty Meyers- 21st
Jim Barefoot- 28th
Ann Marie Fleming- 28th
Linda Benton- 30th
October Anniversaries
James & Ann Marie Fleming- 28th
Paul & Nancy Van Dyke- 30th

CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?
Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table” set up at the Farmer’s Market
offering conversation and prayers to all who walk up. We also need two
others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with
anyone who stops by our table.
Contact Barbara Nichols for more information: 714-822-0216.
Farmer’s Market: October 22nd

Bedford Presbyterian
Church
105 West Main Street,
Bedford, Virginia 24523
1844 - 2022(178 years)

Rev. John T. Salley, Pastor
jtsalley@gmail.com
Telephone & Fax: 540-586-5284,
www.bedfordpresbyva.org

Dear Church family,
Centuries ago the prophet Jeremiah wrote, “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares
the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a
future’” (Jeremiah 29:11). The Session believes that these words of encouragement were
meant not only for the people of God living in that day and time, but also for us in our
own day and time. We believe that the Lord wants to provide our church with a future
that is filled with hope.
Like many churches all across America, Bedford Presbyterian has experienced a decline in
membership during the past 20 years. If it continues, our church will gradually fade away.
But is that what God desires for us? After much prayer the Session has become convinced
that this is not our future. Rather, we believe that God desires for us to experience
renewed growth and vitality. Furthermore, we believe that He has provided us with a
way to achieve that goal.
Briefly stated, God wants us to reach out to a growing segment of the population in the
town and county of Bedford. These are individuals and families who are 55 years of age
and older. They represent about 30% of the population in the United States and they are
moving into our area in ever increasing numbers. Many of them have come from
congregations very much like our own, and they are looking for a new church home where
they can become actively involved. In fact, most of those who have joined our church
recently fall within this age grouping.
You may ask, don’t we need to attract young families in order to make our church grow?
In the past that was the standard practice, but there are currently two characteristics of the
town of Bedford which work against our ability to successfully attract younger families:

 First, as Bedford County increasingly becomes a retirement community, there are
fewer young families for us to attract.
 Second, there are two large “seeker friendly” churches in town which offer a style of
worship very attractive to younger Christians, a style we cannot compete with if we
wish to maintain our own church’s identity.
Our unique strength as a Bedford church is that we offer a more traditional worship
service in familiar surroundings, with a classic blend of worship music and solid Biblically
based preaching, all of which is attractive to older Christians and those families wanting a
more traditional worship experience. So, while we will gladly welcome everyone, it is
older Christians that we have a better opportunity of attracting and keeping.
What then are we going to do and how can you be a part of it?
We are going to send a mail-out introducing our church to all of those who have recently
moved into the Bedford area. It will be a warmhearted invitation for everyone who is a
new resident to visit our church. That, however, is only the first step. We would also like
to ask you to keep a lookout for new residents moving into your neighborhood. When
that happens, regardless of their ages, drop by and meet them, take them a gift, and invite
them to come to church with you. In fact, let all of your neighbors know that they will
receive a gracious and warm welcome at Bedford Presbyterian Church.
Finally, we need your continued support and active involvement in the life of our church.
One of the best ways to attract new members is to have a church filled on Sunday
mornings with people who know and love one another, worshipping the Lord and singing
His praises. This is how we will help us grow the Kingdom of God right here in Bedford.
For these reasons, a Session couple wants to visit with you in your home in the near future
to explain these hopes and plans in detail and together consider how you might be best
involved. We are looking forward to our visit with you.
For the Session,

Rev. John Salley

