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        Week of October 17th                             

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you  
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are 

uncomfortable to attend service yet. 
 

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

 

         A Biblically Guided Christian Community, 

Loving God, Loving Others, 

Serving the World & Growing Disciples 

 



     The Approach to God  
 

         

        One: The peace of Christ be with you 

        All:   And Also with you                

 

  

        Prelude                                                “Fairest Lord Jesus”                                            Diane Bish  
 

Welcome and Announcements  

 Offering Plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the front and rear of the 
sanctuary along with 5 ¢ a meal offering baskets. You can place your offering as you enter 
or leave the church.  

 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.  

 You will see an insert in the bulletin concerning the Afghan refugees that are at 

Massanetta. Please pray on how you can help, whether to make a donation or volunteer to 

help.  

 For other announcements, be sure to read this version of the weekly bulletin.  

 

Minute for Missions                               Capital Campaign                                               John Blair  
 
Call to Worship  

One:  Come into a season of traveling with God: 
All:  A time of feeling God’s presence in new ways; 
One:  A time of being reminded that we are not alone; 
All:   A time of hearing again the call to live the ways of Christ; a time of being remade as 
         the people of God. 
One:  Come into a season of traveling with God. 
All:   Out of our heartbreak, Jesus we come. 
 

 
 

Hymn of Praise                                 “We Come, O Christ, to You”                                  Hymn 110 
 

Prayer of Confession:   

God, in the awareness of the great need for healing and wholeness in our world we pray for all 

those who call for renewing of spirit, or strengthening of body or mind.  Our experience of your 

love gives us hope and trust that as we confess our sins, as we acknowledge our need for 

healing and restoration to wholeness, then we can claim the blessing of forgiveness through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 
 

*Assurance of Pardon  
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
All:   In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to 
         new life.  
 

 *Gloria                                                   “Glory to the Father”                                       Bill Rutledge  
 
 
 



                                                          Proclaiming the Word of God  

 Time for all God’s Children                      

 Scripture                                                      John 15: 1-5 
  

 Anthem                                                      “Holy Thy Name”   
 

 Sermon                                       The Priority of Spiritual Renewal 
       

Since John Salley is away and I have the pulpit today, I’m going to take this opportunity to let 
you know how much I love our Pastor and what a joy it is to work alongside him at Bedford 
Presbyterian Church. I feel blessed to have such a good working relationship and friendship 
with John. Pastors and Ministers of Music don’t always work that well together 
 

In fact, some years ago there was a feud between the Pastor and the Choir Director of The 
Hicksville Baptist Church.  It seems the first hint of trouble came when the Pastor preached on 
"dedicating yourselves to service" and the Choir Director chose to sing: "I Shall Not Be 
Moved." 
 

Trying to believe it was a coincidence, the Pastor put the incident behind him. The next 
Sunday he preached on "giving." Afterwards, the choir squirmed as the director led them in 
the hymn: "Jesus Paid It All." 
 

By this time, the Pastor was losing his temper. Sunday Morning attendance swelled as the 
tension between the two built. A large crowd showed up the next week to hear his sermon on 
"The Sin of Gossiping." Would you believe the Choir Director selected: "I Love to Tell the 
Story?" 
 

There was no turning back now. The following Sunday the Pastor told the congregation that 
unless something changed, he was considering resignation.  The entire church gasped when 
the Choir Director led them in singing: "Why Not Tonight?" 
 

As it came to pass, the preacher did indeed resign. The next week he informed the church that 
it was Jesus who led him there and it was Jesus that was taking him away, after which the 
choir director announced the hymn "What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
 

I’m sure those kinds of situations do exist. That makes me all the more grateful to have a 
pastor like John. I hope we never take him for granted. 
 

Last Sunday, the Way Forward Committee shared with us a vision for the future of our church 
– a vision based upon our need to expand our ministry to the community, to grow our 
membership numerically, but most importantly to bring many more people into a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. I hope that you have had a chance to read the bulletin insert from 
last week that explains that vision. In order to see that vision become a reality, the session has 
adopted nine goals, one of which I would like to address this morning. 
 

That goal is to work toward spiritual renewal with an emphasis on personal 
praise, worship and prayer, with the desire to create a spiritual environment that 
is conducive to a greater manifestation of God’s presence in the life and ministry 
of our church. 



Most of the goals we have adopted are designed to entice people to check out our church. 
They deal with advertising, promotion, events and programs that will be of interest to the 
community. We have deemed these efforts as vital to keeping our church alive, yet we must 
ask ourselves this question: Will these efforts alone be enough to produce the lasting fruit we 
need? If all our time, effort and money lead to newcomers showing up on Sunday morning, 
what will they experience when they get here? Will they experience a congregation of people 
whose worship is real and authentic or a people who are just going through the motions? 
When they show up will they hear a masterful sermon, enjoy beautiful music or will they 
encounter the presence of a living God? I believe the goal toward spiritual renewal is the 
number one priority and without it, all other efforts may fall short of that desired outcome. 
 

The church in America is in swift decline despite the fact that it is rich in resources. Never 
before in history has the church had the financial resources, the technology, the highly 
educated, creative and gifted leaders, the beautiful buildings, the glorious music that we have 
today. Yet, church membership continues to drop significantly. Gallup reports that church 
membership in America dropped below 50% for the first time in their eight-decade history. 
 

This decline is primarily due to the fact that the church has ceased being connected to Christ. 
Many churches have become more dependent on programs, strategies, skills and resources 
than on the Spirit of God. The church needs to remember that we can do nothing apart from 
an intimate relationship with Christ. That brings us to our scripture passage for this morning: 
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.  Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
 

John 15:1, 4-5 
 

While the church in America is generally bearing little fruit, that doesn’t have to be true of 
Bedford Presbyterian Church, as long as we will make the choice to stay connected to the 
source of all spiritual power and blessing. Very briefly I would like to share with you three 
ways that we can abide in Christ and allow His Spirit to transform us, our church and the 
community around us. Before I do, though, I want you to know that I am preaching first and 
foremost to myself. In addition, I want to stress that we have a responsibility as individual 
members to stay connected to Christ, yet on the corporate level, church leadership—Pastors, 
staff and session, determines whether or not the church as a body is constantly connecting 
with Him. 

 

PRAYER 
The first way that we connect with the Lord is through prayer. In order to stay connected to 
Christ we must be a people of prayer. We must pray individually and corporately. We must 
pray at church, at home, at work, in our cars, anywhere, everywhere and at all times. We must 
get away regularly, just as Jesus did, to seek the Lord on behalf of our families, our church and 
our community.  
 

The way we pray is important. There are lots of people with serious health issues. They need 
our prayers and encouragement, but we should also be spending much of our prayer time 



focusing on Kingdom priorities such as the salvation of lost people, the spiritual condition of 
our nation, our schools, our children and the work of our missionaries around the world. 
 

Every Sunday we pray the Lord’s Prayer which, if we look at this prayer closely, we see that it 
focuses as much on furthering God’s kingdom as it does on meeting our daily needs. We must 
learn to pray strategically and specifically against demonic strongholds that are entrenched in 
our communities and nation in order that we might see real spiritual breakthroughs. Jesus 
taught us to pray for His kingdom rule upon the earth. He taught us this so that we would 
know it is His desire to rule in every heart and every situation. He taught us this so that we 
would know that we have the authority to pray for His kingdom rule and so that we might 
have the faith to believe that our prayers really do have the power to change the world. 
 

THE WORD 
The second way we can stay connected to Christ is by staying in His word. To me, reading and 
meditating on God’s word is another form of prayer because prayer is not just talking. It is 
also listening intently to what God wants to say to us. God’s desire is for us to know Him. 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 tells us: 
 

Thus says the Lord: Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not let the 
mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy boast in their wealth; but let 
those who boast, boast in this, that they understand and know me, that I am 
the Lord; I act with steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, for in 
these things I delight, says the Lord. 

 

God has given us His word so that we might know Him, so that we might learn to hear His 
voice and so that we might know how to live. It’s important that His word is a part of our 
everyday lives.  
 

Some people say, “Well, you know, I really don’t have time to read long Bible passages.” To 
them I might suggest that the Holy Spirit is equally able to speak when we meditate on short 
passages of scripture. For example, I am currently using a Once-A-Day Devotional entitled 
Praying through the Bible by Tyndale House Publishers. Each devotional contains a list of 
scriptures for reading through the Bible, but each day also includes a focus on a key passage 
that is great for meditation or scripture memory. The devotional ends with a prayer that is a 
perfect starting point for your own daily prayer time. 
 

WORSHIP  
The third way that we stay connected to Christ is through Worship. When I say “worship,” I’m 
not necessarily talking about one hour on Sunday morning. We don’t switch into worship 
mode at 10:00 on Sunday morning and switch it off at 11. Worship doesn’t naturally flow on 
Sunday morning unless we are worshiping constantly during the week. If our worship on 
Sunday morning is to be real and authentic, we must begin to develop a lifestyle of worship. 
Worship so that worship becomes a part of our everyday lives.   
 

There are three elements that make up worship. The first and foremost element is 
submission. When we worship, we are acknowledging that God is Lord of our lives and that 
we lay down our lives in full submission to Him. The second element is praise and the third is 
thanksgiving. Psalm 100 says: 
 



Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come 
before him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made 
us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates 
with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 
name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his 
faithfulness continues through all generations. 
 

Praise and thanksgiving are the doors into God’s presence. When we make the choice to offer 
up a sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise, we invite His presence into our lives and into 
whatever place or situation we find ourselves. 

 

Several years ago I read a book about worship by Pastor Jack Hayford. In the book, Pastor 
Hayford shares an experience he had early in his ministry at Church On the Way in Van Nuys, 
California. From the start of his ministry he made certain that the church devoted much of its 
worship service to praise and thanksgiving. He taught his congregation the importance of 
praise and encouraged them to make praise and thanksgiving part of their daily lives, as well 
as their corporate worship. 
 

One weekday, while at the church, Pastor Hayford walked into the sanctuary where he 
observed an unusual sight. The sanctuary seemed to be filled with a fine mist or cloud. 
Thinking there might be a problem with the church’s air-conditioning system, he walked into 
the corridor and also into other rooms in the building, but there was no evidence of the mist 
in any other part of the building. He returned to the sanctuary where the mist continued to 
pervade the atmosphere. As he stood in the room watching the sight, the only thing he could 
think of was 2 Chronicles 5:12-14 which reads: 
 

All the Levites who were musicians stood on the east side of the altar, dressed in 
fine linen and playing cymbals, harps and lyres. They were accompanied by 120 
priests sounding trumpets. The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to 
give praise and thanks to the Lord. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other 
instruments, the singers raised their voices in praise to the Lord and sang: “He is 
good; his love endures forever.” Then the temple of the Lord was filled with the 
cloud, and the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for 
the glory of the Lord filled the temple of God. 
 

“Could what I’m seeing be a manifestation of the presence of the Lord,” thought the pastor. 
Who can really know? Perhaps time will tell. And time did tell. The following Sunday there 
was a dramatic increase in worship attendance and by the second week, attendance had 
doubled. From that day on the church began to experience an explosion of growth, both 
spiritually and numerically. 
 

Could something this dramatic happen at Bedford Presbyterian Church? Maybe it would—
maybe it wouldn’t. The point of the story is to suggest that if our lives are centered in prayer, 
God’s word and worship, offering the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, submitting our lives 
to the Holy Spirit, His presence will draw people to Himself. If we are to survive as a church 
we must remain connected to Christ. 
 



Over the next few months we will need to work, pray, plan, strategize, be creative and do 
whatever it takes to reach more people, but we must always keep in mind that ultimately it 
will be the Spirit of God that will draw people into our fellowship and into His kingdom. As the 
Lord said to Zerrubabel who faced the daunting task of rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem: 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” 
 

In the 2nd chapter of Acts, Peter and John were on their way to the temple to pray when they 
encountered a lame man by the roadside begging for money. The scriptures say that Peter 
looked intently at the man and said, “Look at us!” The man fixed his attention on them, 
expecting to receive something from them. Peter then said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I 
have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” And he took him 
by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made 
strong.  Jumping up, he stood and began to walk and he entered the temple with them, walking 
and leaping and praising God. 
 

Brothers and sisters, in the days ahead, because of the decisions we are making now, we are 
going to be shouting to a broken world, “Look at us!” When we do, some may fix their 
attention on us, expecting to receive something. At that point, what will we give them? Will we 
give them a loaf of bread, a nice sermon, a beautiful song or will we give them something 
miraculous and life-changing. I hope it will be the latter and it can be as long as we stay 
connected to the source of all power and blessing—Jesus Christ. 
 
                                                          Response to the Word of God       

Worship Song                                             “Remain in Me”                                          Jeff Bourque  
 

Affirmation of Faith                                      Celtic Creed  

We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and earth, 

of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of 

woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. He 

descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the tomb. He 

ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. We believe 

in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of 

healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen. 
 

Doxology                                   “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”                    Hymn 34 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People  

Blessed Giver of All: what is love but giving? What is love, but offering back to you what we have 

already received from your overflowing grace and care? Bless our gifts, we pray, that they may 

be used in acts of love. Bless our lives with peace and justice and mercy, so that we may pass 

those gifts on to others as we work for the coming of your reign upon earth.  Bless our sight, so 

that as we look around us we will see and be moved to help serve the needs of our neighbors; 

help us to see what You see and respond as You would respond. This we ask in the name or 

your son who saw us and reached out to help us find our way home to You.  

 
 



Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
      

Closing Hymn                               “O Come to me, the Master Said”                               Hymn 346  

                                                                 The Sending Forth 

Benediction  

the Lord give us peace in our going out and our coming in, in our lying down and in our rising up, 

in our labor and in our leisure, in our laughter and in our tears; until we come to stand before him 

on that day to which there is no sunset and no dawn, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Postlude                                         “Praise to the Lord the Almighty”                               Diane Bish   

 

 

 

 

 

 
The flowers are to the Glory of God and in memory of  

Richard T. DeShazo, by his daughters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                              Joys- October 17th       

 Joy- Betty Goodman- Charles’ lung mass is benign 
 Joy- Ann Marie’s brother Dominic, almost fully recovered  
                                                             Concerns- October 17th                                                                                       
Avery: Tinkie, in special care at Elks Home  
Barnes:  Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer 
     Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer 
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) not doing well, chemo 
     Roger- (friend) in rehab 
     Roger Harris- (friend) recovering  
     Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer  
     Carolyn- sister diagnosed with bone cancer  
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer 
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer 
     Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer   
     Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer     
     Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery 
     Garland Craun- non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma  
     Linda Bartz- (sister) treatment for GBS, doing better    
     Tammie Welge –(friend) pacemaker and fibrillator put in  
Casdorph: Sarah- (friend) has Delta variant after being vaccinated 
Chryssikos: Kathy- home   
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers 
     Prayers for friends to come to the Lord 
     Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s 
     Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure    
     Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities 
    John & Bobbi- (friends) John’s mom passed and now Covid  
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 
     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 
     Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith 
     Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery 
     Gayle Mauser- health issues    
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip 
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem  
     Their children- having difficulties 
     Dominic- (Ann Marie’s brother) hospital, encephalitis  
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) doing better 
     Howard- (Tom’s brother) problem with legs  
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis    
     Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer 
     Mike Virts- (nephew) cancer, surgery went well 
     Michael McGuire- (grandson) injured during training, doing well   
Graboyes: Leslie’s mom, Janice, nursing home, hospice, not eating  
     Leslie’s dad- fell broke hip, recovering from surgery   
     Brenda & Willie-(friend) Brenda under hospice care  
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT  
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 
     Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo   



 
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton & husband (friend) both in memory care  
     Jeff Milton- back surgery, aneurysm   
     Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration  
     Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots  
     Will Hunter- (grandson) covid 19 in hospital, doing better   
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             
     Steven-(son’s boss) going blind  
     Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches  
McGuire: Catherine- struggling from knee surgery  
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 
      Forensic scientists who deal with crime      
      Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home 
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease  
Palmer: Jim (friend) heart attack and bypass surgery  
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 
      Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer 

 Scheurer:  Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer  
       Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  
       Sonny (son) colon cancer, recovering from surgery 
       Fred & Sandy- both are home doing well  

 Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord         
 Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer 
        Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression 
        Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube    

 Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 
        Duncan Elliston- (fireman) 
        Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer 
        Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery 

 Toney: Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment 
        Mike Stafford, (neighbor) stroke  
        Brother- Jack- has malignancy on head  

  Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS 
        Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, nursing home, pray for Salvation 
        Thomas Blythe- (friend) in rehab, taking treatment  
 Winberry: Chris- heart issues  
                 

 Prayers for Afghanistan citizens, those in path of CA fires and those affected by  
    Hurricanes.    
 

 Prayers for our nation and our President 
 Prayers for those dealing with loneliness       
 Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 
 Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected  
 Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different 
 Prayers on ways to help Massanetta, who are hosting 32 Afghan immigrants 
 
 
 

 

 



                                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.  

You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office, 

 Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4 pm. 

       

Activities for week of October 17th                                   

 Sunday: 9 am Sunday School 

                10 am Worship with Rev. Bill Rutledge  

                Prayer Time following service             

 Monday: Cubs, Harvest Party, 6 pm   

 Sunday: October 24th                                         

                9 am Sunday School 

               10 am Worship with Rev. Lowell Sykes  

                Prayer Time following service 
      

                                                                October Birthdays  
Libby Monk- 21st  

Patty Meyers- 21st  
Jim Barefoot- 28th 

Ann Marie Fleming- 28th  
Linda Benton- 30th  

 
October Anniversaries 

James & Ann Marie Fleming- 28th  
Paul & Nancy Van Dyke- 30th  

 

 

 CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?  

Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table” set up at the Farmer’s Market 

offering conversation and prayers to all who walk up.   We also need two 

others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with 

anyone who stops by our table.   

Contact Barbara Nichols for more information: 714-822-0216. 

Farmer’s Market: October 22nd  

                   Roanoke Holiday Pops Is Back!!!!! 

We have been able to reserve three tables for the Roanoke Holiday Pops 

Concert that will be on Friday, December 3rd, 7:30 at the Salem Civic 

Center. The tickets are $49.00 each. For those who have never attended, 

it is a great way to kick off the Christmas season. With tables that are on 

the Civic Centers main floor we are able to bring appetizers to share and 

that is a big part of the fun and fellowship. Please call Judy Blair to 

reserve a seat or if you have any questions. 540-587-9416 
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Dear Church family,  
 
Centuries ago the prophet Jeremiah wrote, “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a 
future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).  The Session believes that these words of encouragement were 
meant not only for the people of God living in that day and time, but also for us in our 
own day and time.  We believe that the Lord wants to provide our church with a future 
that is filled with hope. 
 

Like many churches all across America, Bedford Presbyterian has experienced a decline in 
membership during the past 20 years.  If it continues, our church will gradually fade away.  
But is that what God desires for us?  After much prayer the Session has become convinced 
that this is not our future.  Rather, we believe that God desires for us to experience 
renewed growth and vitality.  Furthermore, we believe that He has provided us with a 
way to achieve that goal.  
 

Briefly stated, God wants us to reach out to a growing segment of the population in the 
town and county of Bedford.  These are individuals and families who are 55 years of age 
and older.  They represent about 30% of the population in the United States and they are 
moving into our area in ever increasing numbers.  Many of them have come from 
congregations very much like our own, and they are looking for a new church home where 
they can become actively involved.  In fact, most of those who have joined our church 
recently fall within this age grouping. 
 

You may ask, don’t we need to attract young families in order to make our church grow?  
In the past that was the standard practice, but there are currently two characteristics of the 
town of Bedford which work against our ability to successfully attract younger families:   
 
 
 
 



 First, as Bedford County increasingly becomes a retirement community, there are 
fewer young families for us to attract.  
  

 Second, there are two large “seeker friendly” churches in town which offer a style of 
worship very attractive to younger Christians, a style we cannot compete with if we 
wish to maintain our own church’s identity.   

 

Our unique strength as a Bedford church is that we offer a more traditional worship 
service in familiar surroundings, with a classic blend of worship music and solid Biblically 
based preaching, all of which is attractive to older Christians and those families wanting a 
more traditional worship experience.  So, while we will gladly welcome everyone, it is 
older Christians that we have a better opportunity of attracting and keeping.  
 

What then are we going to do and how can you be a part of it?  
 

We are going to send a mail-out introducing our church to all of those who have recently 
moved into the Bedford area.  It will be a warmhearted invitation for everyone who is a 
new resident to visit our church. That, however, is only the first step.  We would also like 
to ask you to keep a lookout for new residents moving into your neighborhood.  When 
that happens, regardless of their ages, drop by and meet them, take them a gift, and invite 
them to come to church with you.  In fact, let all of your neighbors know that they will 
receive a gracious and warm welcome at Bedford Presbyterian Church.   
 

Finally, we need your continued support and active involvement in the life of our church.  
One of the best ways to attract new members is to have a church filled on Sunday 
mornings with people who know and love one another, worshipping the Lord and singing 
His praises.  This is how we will help us grow the Kingdom of God right here in Bedford.    
 

For these reasons, a Session couple wants to visit with you in your home in the near future 
to explain these hopes and plans in detail and together consider how you might be best 
involved.  We are looking forward to our visit with you.  
 
For the Session, 
 
 
Rev. John Salley        
 

 

 

 

 

 



2021 Harvest Home Offering to help Afghan refugees 
Photo credit: U.S. Marine Corps/ Sgt. Samuel Ruiz 

 
 

As you know, with the American departure, Afghanistan quickly 
fell back under control of the Taliban, a fundamentalist Muslim 
group that is both anti-American and anti-Christian. As a 
consequence, over 100,000 Afghanis who are Christians or who 
assisted American personnel fled for their lives and are now 
being resettled in various host nations. 
   
Here in Virginia, our own Presbyterian Massanetta Springs 
Conference Center is working with Church World Services in Harrisonburg to host and help 
resettle a continuing stream of 50+ Afghan refugees through February, 2022.  However, this 
effort will require both a large number of volunteers and unbudgeted funds to do so. Thus 
Massanetta is reaching out to the Churches for assistance in supporting this ministry. 
 

In response, the Bedford Session has authorized that our 2021 special Thanksgiving offering  
- instead of the regular food drive – will be the gathering of a monetary gift from now 
through Harvest Home Sunday, November 21st  which we will then send on to the 
Massanetta Refugee Ministry. 
 

We are looking to raise $5,000 or more with this special offering. So, please generously contribute 
to this Thanksgiving gift for those who now need our help, making your check payable to Bedford 
Presbyterian Church and clearly marking your gift “for Afghan Refugees”.   
 

Of course if you have some free time and energy you may also wish to volunteer a week or more 
serving up at the Camp (we will be excited to hear your report when you return). Follow the link 
below to find more information about financial needs and volunteering opportunities.  “Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.” – Jesus 

 

For the Session,  
John Salley. 
 
https://files.constantcontact.com/f687a2ec601/4bac14c0-2918-4a55-9a2f-836629d8c4ec.pdf 
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