Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of November 14th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

”O God Beyond All Praising”

Robert Farlee

Welcome and Announcements
 Offering Plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the front and rear of the
sanctuary along with 5 ¢ a meal offering baskets. You can place your offering as you enter
or leave the church.
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Session meets today
 Something More meets Tuesdays at 3 pm. Those who wish to ZOOM can link into the
meeting by 2:45 pm.
 Next Sunday is our Harvest Home Potluck, so please fix your favorite dish and join us! The
youth will also be decorating Christmas trees with candy for the first responders after the
potluck if you would like to join us.
 As of today we have collected $4280 for the Afghan Refugee. Thank You! Now let’s see
how far above our goal we can make this gift.
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.
Call to Worship (unison)
God, our Heavenly Father, we joyously come together in worship, realizing we need not summon
You into our midst, for You are here. We need not call You into the secret places of our hearts,
for You are there. We need our eyes of faith to be opened, that we may see You; our ears to be
unstopped, that we may hear You; our minds to be sensitive, that we may know You; our hearts
to be tender, that we may receive You. Grant each one a blessing, O Lord, as each has need, in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Hymn of Praise

“Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Hymn 656

Prayer of Confession:
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart
and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In Your mercy forgive
what we have been, help us amend what we are and direct what we shall be, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. Through Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

Proclaiming the Word of God
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Hymn
Sermon

Judges 11: 2-40, Hebrews 11: 32-34
“How Firm a Foundation”

Hymn 411

God Loves the Longshot

Portions adapted from: "Jephthah: Rebel With A Clause." By Clark Tanner @ SermonCentral.Com

Have you ever met someone who has to have everything in writing? Not necessarily in a literal
sense, just someone who is so afraid of being cheated, that they want assurances and promises
from others before they will take any requested action; as the saying goes, once burned, twice

cautious.

Today’s hero, whom we meet in Judges chapters 10-11, is just such a person, but with good
cause. Jephthah was born the embarrassing result of a youthful indiscretion by one of the
prominent young men in town. While our Bible describes his mother as a “prostitute,” the actual
description of her was just “another woman.” But, as his father, Gilead owned up to his actions
and raised Jepthah as his own son. However when Gilead later married and had other sons,
Jepthah’s half-brothers had no intention of sharing the family inheritance with their half-breed
older brother and thus literally chased him out of town. Funny how it took all those years, only
when it came to inheritance time, for them to decide he wasn’t family. I’ll bet they were glad to
call him ‘big brother’ when there was hard work to be done.
Anyway, perhaps you can see that this would leave Jephthah with a bad taste in his mouth and a
little less than trusting of his fellow man. Especially if they really did treat him as a second class
citizen in the years before they finally drove him away.
Next time we hear of Jephthah, he has made a home for himself in the badlands of north-eastern
Palestine. As David would later do when he was on the run, with his obvious leadership abilities,
Jepthah gathered to himself all the outlaws, the runaways, and the misfits of society. And as
David would also do – like Robin Hood and his merry men – Jephthah’s outlaw army earned quite
a reputation as fierce warriors bringing some semblance of safety to the badlands while raiding
foreign villages for their living. Chapter 11, calls Jephthah a “mighty warrior;” a reputation that
he earned and which came all the way back home from his adventures in the badlands.
So, when the Ammonites decide to attack Israel, the pious, God-fearing, clean-cut leaders of
Gilead go looking not only for a fierce but perhaps even expendable person to lead their troops
into battle. The person they seek out is not their disinherited half-brother, but Jephthah the
mighty warrior. It’s amazing how forgiving legalists can be when they need something you have.
Let’s visualize this scene like a modern day movie? Jephthah and his unshaven, misfit buddies are
sitting in the shade of a big rock near their favorite hideout cave in the desert, watching the
approach of these nervous town fathers huddling so close they’re almost stepping on each other’s
feet. As the elders state their reason for coming, Jephthah and his friends all stand around them
forming a very intimidating mass of muscles, square jaws and scowling eyebrows. Then the elders
offer Jephthah everything; if he will lead them in battle; when he returns victorious he will the be
leader of all Gilleadites
Jephthah reminds those are asking for his help that they were the same people who had earlier
driven him from his father’s home. I love the way our Bible phrases their response, ‘Nevertheless,

we have now turned back to you, so that you may go with us and fight with the Ammonites, and
become head over us, over all the inhabitants of Gilead.’ (11:8)
But even though they have already made the offer, Jephthah repeats their promise back to them
as a question, if the Lord God gives him the victory, will they really make him the leader of all
Gilead? This they confirm with both an oath, and a formal ceremony where the Israeli troops had
gathered at Mizpah.
Think about this. When you find yourself in a position to do something in the name of the Lord,
and you are ready to acknowledge that the task you are about to undertake can only be
accomplished in His strength, are you right in next asking ‘what’s in it for me’? Are you ever
justified in listing all the sacrifices you’ve made in order to be in God’s service?
Peter apparently thought Jesus would be impressed with his declaration that he and the other
disciples had even left their own homes to follow the Lord. Jesus then assured them that any
sacrifice they had made in God’s behalf would be amply rewarded, but being gracious, He
probably never thought of replying, “Well, I left My own home to die for you!” Luke 18:28
By His grace alone God was vindicating Jephthah before the very people who had spurned him. If
he had been able to see that God was already blessing him should he not now respond to these
leaders in Godly humility?
Nevertheless, we will discover, that even though he struggled with faith both in his fellow men
and God, as the Book of Hebrews assures us, Jepthah was not only a man of great faith, the
badlands had also shaped him into a wise and courageous leader.

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty
in war, put foreign armies to flight. Hebrews 11:32-34
The next characteristic we see displayed in Jephthah is both wisdom and patience. Rather than
just jumping on his horse and riding off with an army to go after the Ammonites, he first tries to
reason with them; carefully explaining the history of Israel and crediting the Lord God with
helping them win the now contested lands from the Amorites in battle over three hundred years
earlier. But of course the king of Ammon disregarded the message and the fight was on.
And the rest is history, verse 29 tells us that “the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah,” and he
led his Israeli army to utterly defeat the Ammonites so they were no longer a threat to Israel.
When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon a yielded vessel God’s will is done and God is glorified.
Just as in the case of all the other Judges of Israel, Jephthah went forward in the Lord’s might
and great victories were won.
------------------------Have you even noticed that when celebrating the Old Testament saints, the New Testament does
not also dredge up their faults; only their faith is on display. But the Old Testament holds nothing
back. Thus, reading of the failures of Moses and Abraham and Jacob and David and all
the others, we can be encouraged that God uses real people with real faults and
problems. Then we can go to the New Testament to find that by His grace God only remembers
and only records their faith, and be encouraged that He views us through that same lens of grace.

So it is here with Jephthah. His faith in the Lord and the subsequent victories he has won by the
Lord’s anointing are not diminished by his folly. In fact, the Lord’s mercy and grace and His
determination to have His will done through such vessels of clay are only more clearly
demonstrated that even in the shadow of this foolish vow next made by Jephthah, He still uses
the man for His purpose and His victory.
What we are talking about is that although leading and conquering with the “Spirit of the Lord”
upon him, at the start of the battle, Jephthah makes a foolish vow – actually a bargain with God –
that should he return victorious from this war, the first thing that walks out his front door would
be given to God. You need to see this verse in two different translations to understand the point
I am about to make. Here is the way our Bible translates Jephthah’s vow to God.
… whoever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me … shall be the Lord’s, to be offered up
by me as a burnt-offering. Judges 11:30-31

If we took this translation at face value, we would conclude that Jepthah was offering God the
abomination of a human sacrifice to guarantee his victory in battle. And some commentators,
accusing Jepthah of being half pagan are convinced that he did just that. But theologian Warren
Wiersbe points out over a dozen reasons from the Biblical context why Jepthah was not offering
God a human sacrifice. I will share just two of those reasons with you now and you will have to
come to our Something More Bible study next Tuesday to learn the rest.
The first reason is that Jephthah was not a half-pagan. Israel was in a time of spiritual revival,
they had put away their idols and pledged to worship only God (Judges 10:15). Jepthah in his
bargaining Ammonites also demonstrated his detailed knowledge of Israel’s history, so you would
think he also knew God’s commands – especially against human sacrifice. Why would he expect
God to give him the victory if immediately thereafter he was going to do what was abominable to
God?
The second reason is in the way Biblical translation is done. The more literal New American
Standard Bible translates the verse this way….
whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me when I return… shall be the Lord’s,
and/or I will offer it up as a burnt offering.” (Judges 11:31 NASB)

First notice that Jephthah did not say “whoever” but “whatever” which lines up better with the
two part bargain he was offering God. Because the Hebrew word usually translated “and” can
also be translated “or.” Thus if an animal – and it had better be a clean animal – came out of the
house it would be sacrificed; if a human came out of the house, they would be dedicated to serve
the priests at the Tabernacle Shiloh; the same was Samuel’s mother who “gave him” to God.
This also lines up with his only daughter’s response. Now being dedicated to essentially become a
nun for the rest of her life at the Tabernacle, she asked for some time to bewail not the loss of
her life but rather her perpetual virginity; never to be married, never to raise children, no way
thus to carry on Jephthah’s family name.

So while Jepthah’s foolish vow, deprived his daughter of her freedom to love and marry it also
cost him the perpetuation of his family name in Israel; which if you know anything of Israeli
history, the loss of a family name is itself considered a great tragedy.
This is enough for now on what Jephthah did or did not do. So let us turn our attention to why
his making of such a vow was both unnecessary as well as foolish.
We can glance back at verse 9 and remind ourselves that Jephthah has already given the Lord
advanced credit for any victory he might win. It is assumed before he goes that he will be going
in the name of the Lord God of Israel.
Now granted, the bravest, noblest, most seasoned warrior is going to be a little on edge just
before battle, and especially when going up against a formidable foe.
But remember that Jephthah had just given the king of the Ammonites an Israeli history lesson,
so he obviously knew about the exodus from Egypt and also a great deal about Israel’s victories in
taking and keeping the land.
He knows that the odds don’t shake God up. After all hadn’t Gideon defeated the hoards of Midian
with only 300 men just about 95 years earlier? And it had been obvious to all that this was the
hand of the Lord.
Nevertheless, in his faltering faith, Jephthah offers God a bargain. Friends, it is an insult to the
God who has provided our eternal salvation and assured us Heaven, to presume to cut a deal with
Him about some petty endeavor in this life.
This reminds me of the story of the woman rushing home from a doctor’s appointment.
She was running behind schedule and she still had to pick up her prescription, get the kids
from the baby-sitter, get home and make supper, all in time to make it to her seven-yearold’s recital. As she began to circle the busy Wal-Mart parking lot, looking for a space, it
started pouring rain.
Weary from her day, she sighed and prayed, “Oh God, you know what kind of a day I’ve

had. I just can’t take anymore. If you would please grant me a parking space close to the
building so I don’t get soaked, I promise my family and I will start going to church again
this Sunday.”
She hadn’t even finished her prayer when she saw the taillights of a car about to back out
of the best space in the whole parking lot, right next to the handicap spots. She made
straight for it and as she pulled in, she said, “Never mind God, something just opened up!”
It is also an arrogant presumption to offer for His help something that we ought to have been
giving God anyway. “Oh, Lord, I’m going in for this job interview, and if you help me get it I will
tithe and give offerings for missions and to help the poor.” “Oh, Lord, if you help me (or my

loved one) win this battle with this disease or this malady I will strive to serve you better in the
church and in my life.”

The Lord would ask, how might you be serving me in the church and in your life, even in the
midst of the trial? Nowhere in the Bible is there an admonition to give your life to the Lord and
the church in service, only when everything is going right and only when the Lord has delivered
you from all your trials.

Jephthah shouldn’t have offered God any frivolous vows in exchange for His help. If you’re going
to offer worship and sacrifice to the Lord, just do it from a worshiping heart and it will be
accepted by Him. And do it, even if His help does not seem forthcoming. He is God. As Job said,
“Though He slay me, I will hope in Him,” Job 13:15a
On the other hand, Biblical instruction is that no vow is ever required of you, but if you do make a
vow, be sure to keep it. Deuteronomy 23:21-23
So it was Jephthah’s folly to make this vow in the first place; especially one so specific. If he felt
he had to secure God’s blessing with a vow he could have said, “Lord, when this is done and you

have given us the victory I will go to the temple and make a sacrifice of thanksgiving to You.”

That would have been acceptable as long as he kept his vow. But as we already learned, no vow
was necessary and since “the Spirit of the Lord” was already upon him, such a vow was
apparently made out of insecurity and a moment of doubt.
So as we certainly often learned from the life of Abraham, a man or woman could be a person of
faith, wish to do God’s will, yield themselves to God service and even be used by God, but still be
in error as to the true nature and character of God and what would please Him and what would
grieve Him.
So what can we take from this story that is valuable lesson for us today?
First, we should clearly learn that bargaining – making a vow – with God is neither wise nor
needed; we know God wants and is already working to bring about the best for our lives. But
also we should remember that having made such a vow, we better not fail to honor it, for to do
otherwise shows us to be fools. Ecclesiastes 5:4-5
Next we should learn from the Bible’s absolute honesty that God doesn’t cover up His people’s
sins, rather He exposes them so that they might repent and so that those who see the sin
and the consequences might exercise wisdom and avoid the same follies.
He also exposes them to bring glory to His name, because where sin increases grace abounds Not
that our sin helps God’s grace to abound, but that by contrast, the gloriousness of God’s grace is
made manifest in contrast to the utter ruin caused by sin. (Rom 5:20-21).
So in our story today we are given the picture of a man who is no different than any one of us.
He is a man who believes in the one true God and has great faith, and yet is still capable of
faithlessness, even when he should have known better. Are we, even as New Testament
believers, prone to these faults? If you think not, you are self deceived.
While you and I are made of the same stuff as Jephthah, and equally capable of folly and error
and insecurity and doubts, we serve the same God of Jephthah, who glorifies His name through
the yielded vessel, helps in time of trouble, grants approval through faith – that is, justifies the
sinner – and because He accepts us through the atoning work of His Son and grants to us His
righteousness, never again mentions our sin or dredges up our past.
For we have no past in Christ, except that “…
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” Rom 6:4

Response to the Word of God
“His Strength is Perfect”

Hymn

Hymn 637

Affirmation of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and
earth, of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died
forsaken. He descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the
tomb. He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth.
We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church,
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.
Doxology

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Hymn 44

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Father, we ask You to bless not only our friends and relatives but all those that You care deeply
for. Show them a new revelation of Your love and power. Holy Spirit, we ask You to minister to
their spirit at this very moment. Where there is pain, give them Your peace and mercy. Where
there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence through Your grace. Where there is need, we
ask You to meet their needs above and beyond what they even expect. Bless their homes,
families, finances, their goings, and their comings. We ask this in the name of Your Son, our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“Lead On, O King Eternal”

Hymn 508

The Sending Forth
Benediction (2 Peter 3: 17)
Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both
now and forever. Amen.
Postlude

”Hymn to Joy”
The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in
memory of our loved ones, Roy & Sally Cram.

Wayne Wold

Joys- November 14th
Joy- Afghan offering $4280
Concerns- November 14th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank had medical procedure done
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) not doing well, chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) recovering
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Carolyn- (friend) diagnosed with bone cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Trish Berghorn- passed away, prayers for family
Garland Craun- passed away, prayers for family
Casdorph: Sarah- (friend) has Delta variant after being vaccinated
Chryssikos: Kathy- home
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
John & Bobbi- (friends) John’s mom passed and now Covid
Larry & Barbara- covid in insolation
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Dominic- (Ann Marie’s brother) doing better
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) doing better
Howard- (Tom’s brother) problem with legs
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Graboyes: Leslie’s mom, Janice, nursing home, hospice, not eating
Leslie’s dad- fell broke hip, recovering from surgery
Brenda & Willie-(friend) Brenda under hospice care
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy & Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
McGuire: Catherine, in Springtree in Roanoke

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Palmer: Jim (friend) heart attack and bypass surgery
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis, looking for rheumatologist
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, recovering from surgery
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, nursing home, pray for Salvation
Thomas Blythe- (friend) back in hospital, having tests run
Winberry: Chris- heart issues
Prayers for Afghanistan citizens
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different
Prayers on ways to help Massanetta, who are hosting 50+ Afghan immigrants
Prayers for the missionaries that were kidnapped in Haiti

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of November 14th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
5¢ a Meal Offering
Session
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More
6 pm Quilters
Sunday: November 21st
10 am Worship
Harvest Home Potluck
Youth Tree Decorating
Prayer Time following service

November Birthdays
Betty Easter-18th
Bill Rutledge- 23rd
Dianne Fain- 29th
Barry Schubert- 30th
November Anniversaries
Dick & Lois Diddams- 25th
Harold & Janet Neal- 29th

Afghan Collection to date: $4280

Harvest Home Potluck November 21st
Prepare your favorite fall dish to share and join us as we celebrate
Harvest Home following the service.

First Responders “Christmas Snack Trees”
Our youth group will once again be collecting “edible decorations” for Christmas Snack Trees
that we will be decorating on Sunday, November 21st. These small trees filled with goodies
will be delivered to First Responders, who find themselves working during the Christmas
season, hoping to spread a little cheer to them from the folks at BPC.
Over the next few weeks we hope you will be generous and donate these snacks. We ask
that you drop them off at the church office. All snacks should be wrapped and small enough
to hang on the tree. Granola bars, snack size candy, small bags of chips, dried fruit and nuts
are some examples of what we need.
We plan to “decorate” the trees after the Pot Luck on
November 21st. We invite you to join us after the Pot luck to help our youth decorate these
small trees as we remember our Bedford First Responders.

