Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of December 19th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Christmas Carol Medley”
“Silent Night”
“Noel Nouvelet”
“What Brings This Lovely Fragrance”

Lani Smith

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Something More will resume January 4th
 Session meets today following the service.
 Please join us Friday night at 7pm for the Christmas Eve service and Sunday’s service will
be in the fellowship hall
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.

Lighting of the Advent Candle - Love

The DeWitts

Reader One: In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon
as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ (Luke 1:39-45)
Reader Two: Sometimes when we are trying something new, or when we are facing a difficult
decision, or when we want to celebrate something, or when we just feel lost and alone and
uncertain about life, the universe and everything, we need a blessing. We don’t always think of it
that way, or word it like that. We say we need advice, or support, or companions, or someone to
come along beside and lift us up again so we can see more than the tops of our shoes. We seek
a blessing.
For many of us, we go home; we ask mom; we talk with dad, or brothers and sisters, close
friends, those we grew up with, those who know us best. We want them alongside; we want to
be in their presence. Somehow, we know that being there, being home will make all things
better. Maybe it won’t be fixed, or solved, or wished away, but at least we won’t be alone. We
seek a blessing.
Reader One: Mary, faced with an incomprehensible burden and gift, ran to Cousin Elizabeth’s
house, looking for someone who knew a little of what she was going through, looking for a place
to hide until the reality of her condition could become something real. As she received a
blessing, so now we seek a blessing.
Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope, of peace, of joy and today, love, as a
sign that we know what it means to bless and to be blessed. We light these candles as a sign
that in Christ Jesus, we have been blessed. It’s time to go home.
Four candles are lit

*Advent Hymn

“Once in Royal David’s City”

Hymn 183

*Prayer of Confession:
Holy One, You established Your realm anew on earth in the advent of Jesus. By Your authority
vested in Him and His obedience to Your purpose, the power of evil was overcome, sin and
death were defeated. Yet we live as though this were not so, as though human power were
supreme, as though we could save ourselves. O God, we confess the fears that grip us, and the
credence we give to false prophets and worldly wisdom.
(offer silent prayers)
As members of this society, we are both the oppressed and the oppressors, and greatly in need
of Your deliverance. Forgive our sin, and set us free from all that would hold us in bondage.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

Proclaiming the Word of God
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Anthem

Ruth 4: 1-6, 9-10
“A Vaughan Williams Christmas”

Douglas Wagner

Sermon
The Kinsman Redeemer, a Christmas Story
So far, we have learned that the story of Ruth was a historic record of two real people in the
historic lineage of Jesus. And we have also learned that her story was told in such a way to make
it a parable, teaching lessons about running away from God versus returning back to God. But
the most important lesson from the story of Ruth, which we will learn today, is about the ancient
law of the kinsman redeemer, which is what allowed Boaz to rescue Naomi’s family and what
continues to allow Jesus to redeem us. But in order to get to this wonderful part of Ruth’s story,
let’s revisit events up to this point.
The first scene of the story of Ruth opens tragically. Hoping to escape famine, a man named,
“God is my king,” chooses instead to run from God by moving his family out of the Promised Land
to go live in a forbidden country. There over a period of ten years, the troubles he had hoped to
escape catch up with both him and his two sons; all three die, leaving those who depended upon
them – their wives – in desperate circumstances. Running from God always brings not only
personal devastation but perhaps also pain and suffering to those you love.
So Naomi, Elimelech’s widow, hearing that life was better in Israel, decides to go back home. She
is able to convince one of her Moabite daughters-in-law to return to her own people, but the
other daughter-in-law, Ruth, refuses to leave her, making a vow of faithfulness to both God and
Naomi that only death would ever separate the two of them.
Scene two then opens with the two destitute widows having now arrived back home in Bethlehem
without any means of supporting themselves. While Naomi gives in to bitter despair, her daughterin-law Ruth takes on the personally risky task of gleaning food for both of them from the local

farmer’s fields, which was allowed by Israeli law for widows, orphans, and even foreigners, if the
locals would honor such for a despised Moabite.
Then, through a series of lucky coincidences – remember a coincidence is God acting
anonymously – Ruth arrives at the field of Boaz, both a godly and wealthy man who is also a
relative of Elimelech. Having already heard of her and Naomi’s circumstances and now watching
her work, Boaz not only asks a blessing on Ruth for seeking “refuge under the wings of the Lord,
God of Israel,” he himself becomes a part of that blessing by insuring that Ruth will be protected
from harm while always being able to glean more than enough food for her and her mother-inlaw.
Having returned home with an abundance of food, as Ruth is telling of Boaz’s generosity, Naomi’s
bitterness begins to transform into a glimmer of hope when she realizes that just maybe Boaz
would become their “kinsman redeemer” who could restore back to them, not only their land,
but also a secure future along with the family name. Naomi and Ruth returned home looking only
for a favor but they also found grace as God worked behind the scenes blessing these two women
through the generosity of Boaz. Whether we recognize it or not, God’s providence is
always working to bring about good for those who love Him and have called upon His
name.
Scene three opens four months later, with Ruth regularly bringing home plenty of food from
Boaz’s fields. Naomi can see that Boaz is affectionate towards Ruth, possibly even loves her, but
for whatever reason he has taken no steps towards becoming their kinsman redeemer. So Naomi
decides that it is time for Ruth to act.
Now in order to understand the importance of being a “kinsman redeemer,” we need to learn
what this ancient law did for Israelites like Naomi and Ruth, who found themselves in desperate
physical circumstances. And how the divine concept of kinsman redeemer still works to rescue us
from our desperate spiritual circumstances.
According to Israel law, the kinsman-redeemer had to be a close relative who, if willing, could act
to redeem – to buy back – a family, who was in a time of crisis and unable to rescue themselves.
This kinsman redeemer could:

Buy back property that out of poverty had to be sold, returning it to the one who was
forced to sell. (Leviticus 25: 25-38)




Buy back the freedom of any relative who, out of poverty, had been forced to sell
themselves into slavery. (Leviticus 25: 39-43, 47-55)
Avenge a family murder, claiming blood for blood (numbers 35:19)
Or redeem a family line from disappearance by marrying a childless widow in order raise
up children in her deceased husband’s name (Deuteronomy 25:5-10).

However, there were three important requirements necessary to qualify as a kinsman redeemer.
1. The redeemer had to be a blood relative of the person being redeemed: a brother, an
uncle, or a cousin.
2. The redeemer also had to be able, usually financially, to redeem what was lost.
3. And the redeemer had to be willing to do so, knowing that this action will never
personally benefit themselves but only the person whom they are redeeming.

Boaz was quite eligible on the first two accounts. Not only to serve as a redeemer for Naomi’s
land, but also in marrying Ruth to raise up children in her husband’s name. But for whatever
reason Boaz had not signaled his willingness to be that kinsman redeemer.
If Boaz could be persuaded to do so, this would be the best of all outcomes for the two widows.
Because otherwise Ruth would have to continue gleaning for the rest of her life, or she could
marry another man in the village who would insure their livelihood, but he would not be able
restore either their land or their family name.
Since Boaz hasn’t acted in their interest, Naomi decides its time for the two of them to see if they
could make something happen. She instructs Ruth to get cleaned up, put on her best clothes and
some perfume and go to a midnight rendezvous with Boaz while he is sleeping out on the
threshing floor guarding their recently processed barley harvest. There she was to essentially
offer herself to him - trusting that he will take the hint and move ahead with marriage.
But this idea of “meeting on the threshing floor” was quite risky - it’s a lot like parking in Lover’s
Lane or sneaking into the hayloft - a tempting setting for a romantic encounter. It would have
raised a few eyebrows as people passed this story around. “Uncovering a man’s feet”, in this type
of setting, was often a sign that you were ready for sexual intercourse. This doesn’t mean that
Ruth was prepared to go that far on this encounter, but she is definitely making the statement
that she is willing to marry Boaz and be his partner. It is also a gesture of trust, that Ruth knows
she can make herself vulnerable to Boaz and not be taken advantage of.
Startled awake in the middle of the night to find a woman lying beside him, Boaz is delighted to
hear Ruth asking him to “spread your cloak over your servant.” The Hebrew word translated here
as cloak was the same word Boaz used to describe God’s wings of refuge. Thus, Ruth was
asking Boaz to answer his own prayer for her.
Delighted by her request Boaz now tells her why he had not acted earlier.
 First, because he thought he was too old to be attractive to her. Being young and pretty,
Ruth could have found many a younger man willing to marry her.
 Second, because while he could be her kinsman redeemer, there was another relative even
closer who had the first right to make such a claim.
Promising, if possible, that he would act as she requested, Boaz sends Ruth home before daylight
with another heaping load of grain thus signaling to Naomi the success of their daring plot.
You know the rest of the story. When asked, that closer relative is qualified and able, but
unwilling … not wanting to risk his own inheritance in becoming a kinsman redeemer for Ruth.
Thus Boaz is thus free to marry Ruth and together they bear a son named Obed, “servant of
God,” who is the delight of both his mother and his grandmother Naomi, and who then grows up
to become the grandfather of King David and also in the time of Jesus. An interesting final twist
to this tale, is that the closer relative who wished to preserve his family name, was the only one
unnamed in Ruth’s story.
------------------That’s a nice story you say, but how then does this ancient law enable Jesus to be our savior?
First you need to know that God is a loving God, but also just. In His desire to rescue us, God
cannot break or set aside any of his own laws concerning sin and justice; All of us have sinned
and our sins have enslaved us under death (Romans 3:23, 6:23). Thus we all are doomed to die unless a

kinsman who is both able and willing pays the price to redeem us from death; hence the law of
the kinsman redeemer.
So, let’s now look at Jesus’ qualifications to be our kinsman redeemer.
First, the kinsman redeemer has to be A NEAR RELATIVE BY BLOOD. In Ruth’s story, Boaz
was the nearest relative both able and willing to be her redeemer. That Jesus might become our
redeemer is the reason for his incarnation; being born as a human. He became flesh and blood
like us in order to be related to us – our near relative. This qualifies Jesus to be our Kinsman!
The Apostle Paul opened his letter to the Romans declaring himself to be a messenger, sent to
share the “good news of [God’s] Son, who was descended from David according to the

flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by
[his] resurrection from the dead… (1:1-4).
Then the letter of Hebrews actually describes how Jesus qualifies as our blood relative.
[Jesus] the one who [redeems] and those who are [being redeemed] all have one
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,
saying, ‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters …
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear
of death. (2:11-15)
There’s a popular song that sings with God as our Father, brothers all are we… Now you know
how true that thought is.
Second, the kinsman redeemer needs to be ABLE TO REDEEM. Before a kinsman can even
hope to redeem someone they themselves must be free and not a slave. A drowning person
cannot save another one who’s drowning! Boaz was a free man, in debt to no one and with
sufficient resources to be Ruth’s kinsman redeemer.
What resources does Jesus have making Him able to be our redeemer?
Because Jesus Himself was free from sin. Thus He was able with His death to pay the price for
our sin. Scripture tells us that….
God made [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God 2
Cor. 5:21

And being God’s son, Jesus has sufficient resources in His one life to redeem all our lives. One of
my most treasured Bible verses tells me
That when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. Galatians 4:4-5
That then is the purpose for which Jesus came into the world; in order to be our kinsman
redeemer. Now you know that Jesus has both the blood relationship and the God given ability

to be our redeemer even though the price demanded of Him will be His life for ours. Yet there is
one more requirement.
Relationship and ability alone are not enough; the kinsman redeemer also needs to be WILLING
TO REDEEM, willing to pay the needed price for our redemption. The unknown kinsman who
was nearer than Boaz, refused to be the redeemer after hearing that Ruth came with the
package! He did not want to mar his inheritance by raising up seed through a Moabite widow.
Boaz however knew all about Ruth, every little detail of her! Her ancestry, her history, was no
mystery to him and he was very willing! He knew her past and her present and he dearly wanted
to be a vital part of her future! In the same way Jesus has demonstrated His willingness to be
our redeemer. Jesus knows all about our past and present and He very much wants to be a part
of our future. Here’s another beautiful verse describing Jesus’ willingness
[Jesus] gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his
own who are zealous for good deeds. Titus 2:14

In describing himself, Jesus said, the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life a ransom for many, Matthew 20:28 Jesus also said, I am the good shepherd. I give my life for

the sheep.

So this is the most important lesson we need to learn from the story of Ruth. Boaz serving as the
kinsman-redeemer to Ruth is a beautiful illustration of how Jesus Christ can be our kinsmanredeemer. Jesus Christ fulfills all of the requirements. Yet, the debt He pays is not to buy us out
of physical slavery or restore property that was lost, but to redeem us out of our bondage of
death and to spiritually restore our family relationship to God our Father that was long ago lost by
Adam.
But like Boaz with Ruth, Jesus won’t force that relationship on us. Jesus must wait for each one of
us to come asking him to be our redeemer, to request that He spread His wings over us so that
we also might find our refuge in Him.
---------------------------I hope you take this message to heart so that you might rejoice in the family relationship you now
share with Jesus your redeemer brother. And if you haven’t sought refuge under the wings of
Jesus your kinsman redeemer, don’t hesitate to do so today….your very life now and in the future
depends upon this.
But perhaps you haven’t yet figured out why I would call this a perfect Christmas message? Let
me answer your question in the words of a beautiful Appalachian Carol.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
why Jesus my savior did come for to die,
for poor on’ry sinners like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
Well, now you know why.
Christmas celebrates the birth of God’s son, who came to be our brother, our Kinsman Redeemer,
so that He may bring us all back home to where we belong.
Let’s bow our heads and thank God our Father for Jesus our Brother.

Worship Song
Doxology

Response to the Word of God
“We Adore You”

Paul Baloche

“Doxology for the Christmas Season”

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
God, You have shown us in Jesus the call to sacrificial loving, giving, and serving. Following
Your leadership, we offer You our lives, our time, ourselves, as sign and symbol of our
commitment to being faithful disciples in caring for the poor, comforting the sorrowing, and
advocating justice for the oppressed. Bless our giving and our gifts in Your service. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Hymn 180

The Sending Forth
Benediction
This Christmas and all year long, may you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of
Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi,
and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and
forever.
Postlude

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Dale Wood

Joys- December 19th
Joy- Thomas Blythe home from hospital
Joy - to see Jay & Venus, continued prayers
Joy- Bill Walker- (Sonya’s dad) referred to cardiologist, waiting for test results
Joy- Christy Boone had a nice visit with Joyce Abbott
Concerns- December 19th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank had medical procedure done
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) not doing well, chemo
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Carolyn- (friend) diagnosed with bone cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Troops deployed to South Africa
Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Boone: prayers for family of cousin that passed away
Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) waiting on PET scan results
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Dominic- (Ann Marie’s brother) doing better
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) doing better
Howard- (Tom’s brother) problem with legs
Georgia Chapman-doing better
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Gould: Lyle- (son) passed away, prayers for family
Graboyes: Leslie’s mom, passed away, prayers for family
Leslie’s dad- fell broke hip, recovering from surgery
Brenda (friend) passed away, prayers for family
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Harris: Judy- having difficulty swallowing, eating
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy & Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots

Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
McManis: those suffering from starvation in foreign countries
Areas hit by tornados especially hospitals
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis, looking for rheumatologist
Brett- friends 4yr old, brain infection, recovering from surgery
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, recovering from surgery
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Bill Walker- (Sonya’s dad) referred to cardiologist
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Toney: Wesley-(grandson) Crohn’s disease
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, nursing home, pray for Salvation
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues

Prayers for Afghanistan citizens
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different
Prayers on ways to help Massanetta, who are hosting 50+ Afghan immigrants
Prayers for the missionaries that were kidnapped in Haiti
Prayers for those that were affected by the tornados

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of December 19th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Fourth Sunday of Advent- Love
Session
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Tuesday: No Something More, will resume January 4th at 3 pm
Friday: Christmas Eve Service, 7 pm
Saturday: He Is Born! Merry Christmas!
Sunday: December 26th
10 am Informal Worship in the fellowship hall
Prayer Time following service
December Birthdays
Kathy Chryssikos - 24
Jade Creasy - 28
Gayle Mauser - 30
December Anniversaries
Roy & Libby Monk - 20
January Birthdays
Gerald DeWitt - 4
Christy Boone - 8
January Anniversaries
Bill and Janet Yodis - 24

December 26th, Informal Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall
Please join us for this informal service
and stay for refreshments.
If you care to bring left over cookies and treats,
we will gather after the service to enjoy the goodies!

Bedford Ministerial
New Year’s Eve Service
Friday, December 31st, 7pm
at Word of Life Evangelical Church
912 Burks Hill Rd, Bedford

Biblical Book Notes
We are coming to the day when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. On this topic and so many others, the church library
has good reads to offer! The following books will be available at the back of
the Sanctuary for checkout, or browse the library collection anytime. If you
cannot make it in person, contact Lynne Palmer, your church librarian, who
can arrange for home delivery.





Rick Warren, The Purpose of Christmas. In this brief and readable gem, Warren
reminds us that this is a time for celebration, salvation and reconciliation.
Fulton Oursler, The Greatest Story Ever Told. Oursler invents a fictionalized narrative
to flesh out New Testament events with imaginative dialogues. In this book Jesus emerges
as “the compassionate, forceful Son of God, sent into the world to bring new life and
hope…”
J. Vernon McGee, Ruth and Esther, Women of Faith. This book highlights the
relationship of the Book of Ruth to redemption.

ENCOUNTERING GOD THROUGH HIS CREATION
How does God make Himself known unto us
through His creation? This will be the subject
of a class that Reverend Parker will be teaching,
beginning on Sunday, January 9th at 9 am.
The class will meet in the fellowship hall.
During this class we will explore how God has
revealed Himself through His creation in the
pages of the Bible and down through the
centuries of Christian history. We will also
explore how God can reveal Himself to us when we spend time outdoors. Please sign up by
contacting Rev. Parker or calling the church office.

