
      Bedford Presbyterian Church 
                                        105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia 

     From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years) 

 
 

        Week of February 6th                                       

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you  
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are 

uncomfortable to attend service yet. 
 

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

 

         A Biblically Guided Christian Community, 

Loving God, Loving Others, 

Serving the World & Growing Disciples 

 



        The Approach to God  
 

         

        One: The peace of Christ be with you 

        All:   And Also with you                

 
 

        Prelude                                          “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here”                                           Bach   

 

       Welcome and Announcements  

 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.  

 Something More will meet Tuesday, at 3 pm.   

 Session retreat will begin at 10am this Saturday and the regular Session meeting will 
follow.  

 Next Sunday the 13th will be Scout Sunday  

 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.  
 
 

*Call to Worship      

One: We have entered this sanctuary to worship God – 

All:   But what would God have us do when worship is over? 

One: Do justice, love kindness, walk humbly with our God. 

All:   Love neighbor as self and God above all else. 

One: We have entered this sanctuary to worship God – 

All:   That we may reenter this world to boldly serve God. 

 

*Hymn of Praise                                       “O Worship the King”                                          Hymn 2 
 

*Prayer of Confession:   

God our Father, You sent Your Word to bring us truth and Your Spirit to make us holy. Through 

them we come to know and live in fellowship with You. Forgive us our sins of Idolatry, when we 

worship anything other than You alone. Forgive us our sins of silence when we fail to share Your 

good news of Jesus as Savior. Forgive us our sins of omission and commission when we repent 

under the gentle prodding of Your Holy Spirit living within us. Help us to worship You, one God in 

three Persons, by proclaiming and living our faith in You.  We ask You this, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, one God, true and living, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon  
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
All:   In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to 
         new life.  
 

 *Gloria                                                   “Glory to the Father”                                       Bill Rutledge  
 

                                                       Proclaiming the Word of God  

 Introduction to Scripture   

 Scripture                                        1 Samuel 2: 12-17, 4:12-18 
 



Anthem                                            “Arise and Come to Jesus”                                         Drennan   

 Sermon                                    Ichabod: The Fall of the House of Eli 
Disclaimer: Material from this message was adapted in part from messages found on the Sermon Central website. 

 

During a service at an old synagogue, when a particular prayer was said, half the congregants 
stood up and half remained sitting. The half that was seated started yelling at those standing to 
sit down, and the ones standing yelled at the ones sitting to stand up. The new rabbi didn't know 
what to do. So he decided to consult the oldest member of the synagogue. Hoping that the 98-
year-old elderly man would be able to tell him what the actual tradition was, the rabbi went to the 
nursing home to talk with him. 

“Is it the tradition to stand during this prayer?” 
The old man answered, “No, that’s not the tradition.” 
“So the tradition is to sit down for the prayer?” 
The old man answered, “No, that’s not the tradition.” 

The rabbi was confused. “But the people argue all the time, yelling at each other about whether 
they should sit or stand.” 

And “THAT,” the old man interrupted, “is the tradition!” 
 

Over time, people can get so lost in the habits of faith that they forget about the real reason why 
they are doing what they are doing.  Focusing on the ritual and forgetting about their relationship 
with God, they play the role of Christian, but their hearts are far from God.  Today’s story 
illustrates just such forgetfulness or fakery… and in response asks us this question:  
 

Is God missing in your life?    
Do you look like a Christian, but without having a real relationship with Him? 
 

Remember, at the heart of it all, Christianity is about our personal  relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ.  If we get our relationship with Jesus right, the rest will fall into 
place. Get this wrong, and nothing will be right.  So, don’t lose God in the midst of your religion.  
Which is what today’s story is all about.   
 

With perhaps the exception of young Samuel who is growing up in the presence of the Lord - 
literally sleeping beside the Ark of the Covenant in the Tabernacle - the people of Israel in the 
days of Eli the Priest, have traded their faith in God for a religion of tradition and good luck 
charms. As in the days of the Judges, everyone was still doing what was right in their own eyes. 
And because of this, the word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not 
widespread (3:1).   
 

Thus today’s is a cautionary tale about what happens when you forget God and begin worshipping 
the creature more than the Creator.  Let’s first summarize the story of the fall of the family of Eli, 
then we will unpack its lessons for us. 
 

The third chapter of the book of 1st Samuel opens with the story of the boy Samuel serving as an 
assistant to the priests at the Tabernacle of the Lord in Shiloh.  Having been dedicated to the Lord 
from birth, at the age of three, he was placed under the tutelage of Eli the current High Priest and 
Judge of Israel.  Living here in a close daily relationship with God, Samuel is destined to grow up 
to be the greatest Priest and Judge since the days of Moses and Aaron;  the person who will be 
able to restore Israel back to its faith.   
 
 



But being very old, Eli is currently letting his two sons Hophni and Phinehas serve as the 
attending priests of the tabernacle. Which is a real problem because they are wolves in priests 
clothing. Not believing in God, they use their priestly office to bully and rob worshipers who come 
to the Tabernacle while sleeping with the women who are serving at the Tabernacle. Because the 
people have complained to him, Eli knows all this but the best he can do is scold his sons about 
their danger inherent in sinning against God. 
 

Not surprisingly a prophet soon arrives to inform Eli that because he has allowed his sons to 
abuse their priestly roles and to rob God of His sacrifices, that not only will his days as a priest  
soon be ended but also his entire future family line will be removed from that position forever.  
The truth of this prophecy would be signaled by the simultaneous death of his two sons on the 
same day. 
 

Later, knowing that Samuel has had his first nighttime conversation with God, Eli commands him 
to repeat God’s message. As Samuel fearfully relays the same prophecy of condemnation on Eli’s 
family, all the aged priest can reply is, “It is the Lord; let Him do what seems good to Him.” 
 

Soon after that the prophecy is fulfilled.  Their arch enemies, the Philistines, have declared war on 
Israel.  After the first day’s battle went poorly for them, the Elders of Israel decide that their 
future victory would be assured if they brought God along to the fight. 
 
So Hophni and Phinehas fetch the Ark of the Covenant down into the Israeli Army camp.  While 
the presence of the Ark encourages the Israelis, it has the opposite effect of further emboldening 
the Philistines so that in the next battle, Israel’s defeat would be decisive and tragic.  That next 
day, along with the death of Hophni and Phinehas, 30,000 of Israel’s soldiers were slaughtered, 
and the Ark of the Covenant was captured and carried back to the Philistine capital of Ashdod.  
The surprising story of the Ark of the Covenant’s seven month residence in Ashdod’s Temple of 
Dagon will have to wait for another day as we come to the sad conclusion of Eli’s tale. 
 

Upon hearing that both his sons are dead and that the Ark has been captured, Eli falls over 
backward, breaks his neck and dies.  Next, hearing that her husband has died, along with the 
capturing of the Ark, the wife of Phinehas goes into premature labor and with her dying breath 
names her orphaned son “Ichabod;” which means, “The Glory Has Departed from Israel.”   
 

Now you know why, even though it sounds pleasant to our non-Hebrew ears, this is one Biblical 
name you should never bestow upon your child.  And you also know why Washington Irving 
named his vain schoolteacher, who was chased out of Sleepy Hollow by the Headless Horseman, 
Ichabod Crane; because he too, quickly departed.  So let’s move along to what lessons we can 
learn from, The Fall of the House of Eli. 
------------------------- 
Limping back from their first day’s defeat, the leaders of Israel ask, “Why has the Lord put us to 
rout today before the Philistines?”  The question was right but it wasn’t addressed to God. They 
were just venting their frustrations without the intention of really seeking God.  How do we know? 
In the very next line, we find them answering their own question. “Let us bring the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh, so that He may come among us and save us from the 
power of our enemies.” (4:3) 

 
That will solve the problem, just bring along the Ark of God and we will win the war. Our Bible 
uses the phrase  “so that He [God] may come among us,” but the King James and other 
versions say “so that IT may go with us,” which is a better translation, because in a reflection 



of their current spiritual malaise, the people of Israel were trusting in IT – the physical presence 
of the ARK!  Rather than trusting in and appealing to God, Israel was treating the ARK as their 
“good luck charm” that would insure their success. 
 

The Ark is a chest made of acacia wood and covered with gold.  Placed within it are two tablets of 
the Ten Commandments, a jar of manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded (Heb 9:4-5).  Over the gold 
plated lid or ‘mercy-seat’ were two cherubs with outspread wings.   This is where the Lord would 
make His presence known when He spoke with Moses. 
 

As a symbol of God’s presence the Ark led the people into the Promised Land. Now Israel wants 
the Ark to lead them into victory in their war. But the Ark was only the symbol, never a guarantee 
of God’s presence. This day, Israel had no desire to seek God or to understand His will, they just 
wanted the presence of the Ark to fulfill their goal and achieve their purpose.  Does this sound 
familiar? Many do NOT seek God truly for God’s sake. 
 

• They don’t seek God to do God’s will; they seek God to do their will. 
• They seek God to gratify their needs. So God is only as good as He is of use. 
 

We lose God when we emphasize a ritual or object over and above our RELATIONSHIP with God. 
When we focus only the forms, what we get is a RELIGION not FAITH. This is superstition at best 
and idolatry at worst. We have lost God! 
 

It’s like hanging a cross at our front door and believing that everything will be fine in the house. 
“Bring out the cross and Dracula will run.” 
 

It’s like putting the ICTHUS fish on your bumper to let everyone know that you are a good 
Christian, so they will forgive your bad driving. (and that’s the reason why I don’t put a fish on my 
bumper). 
 

Two cars were waiting at a stoplight. The light turned green, but the elderly man didn't 
notice it. A woman in the car behind him begins pounding on her horn yelling at the man 
to move. The man doesn't move.  Screaming in frustration at possibly missing her chance 
to get through the intersection, suddenly she hears a tap on her window and looks up into 
the barrel of a gun held by a very serious looking policeman. 
 

Telling her to shut off her car while keeping both hands in sight, the policeman quickly 
cuffs and hustles her into the patrol car. Too bewildered by the chain of events to ask any 
questions, she is driven to the police station where she is fingerprinted, photographed, 
searched, booked and placed in a cell. 
 

After a couple of hours the cell door is opened. She is escorted back to the booking desk 
where the original officer is waiting with her personal effects.  He hands her the bag 
containing her things, and says, "I'm really sorry for this mistake. But when I pulled up 
behind your car while you were blowing your horn, and screaming a blue streak at the car 
in front of you, I noticed the "Choose Life" license plate holder, the "What Would Jesus 
Do" and "Follow Me to Sunday School" bumper stickers, along with the chrome plated 
Christian fish emblem on the trunk … so naturally I assumed you had stolen the car." 

It’s your relationship with God, not any paraphernalia, crosses, or bumper stickers you wear that 
proves your Christianity. Christianity is not a religion of rites, rituals, or symbols. It is all about 
your relationship with God, or its nothing.  
 

There is no magical power inherent in any object or method. The power lies with God. 



Though their hearts were far from Him, Israel’s leaders tried to manipulate God into giving them 
victory with the presence of the Ark.  God is not our servant. We cannot use Him for our 
purposes. We don’t bargain with God; we submit to Him. 
 

Here’s a modern example of treating the symbols of faith as good luck charms. The book of Acts 
records that, God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that when the handkerchiefs or 
aprons that had touched his skin were brought to the sick, their diseases left them, and the evil 
spirits came out of them.” (Acts 19:11-12) 
 

But it is God who did the healing, it was faith in God that brought about the healing, not the 
handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched Paul. Our faith is in God, period. Not in the objects He 
uses - the forms, the rites, the rituals, the methods.  
 

And when we begin to pooh pooh Catholics for venerating saintly relics, remember that it is 
supposedly “evangelical” television preachers who will gladly send you a blessed handkerchief for 
what ails you, or a bottle of water from the Jordan River to pour into your baptismal font.  
 

Our first lesson from all this is quite clear.  It is not the method, rituals, or tokens that 
make us Christian, it is only our personal and living relationship with God. It’s all about 
Him! You focus on the ARK minus the RELATIONSHIP, you get nothing! 
 

Our second lesson then flows from the first. We cannot expect God’s blessing without 
repentance.  As the story in 1st Samuel tells us, the people sent to Shiloh, and brought from 
there the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas 
came along with it. (4:4) 
 

The people come to take the Ark and the priests go along.  The two sons who were abusing their 
priestly role, stealing from the offerings and sleeping with the women at the temple come along 
with the Ark as God’s official representatives.  Do you see how exactly opposite this is from what 
should have happened. Instead of the priests seeking God and giving direction to the people, it 
was the other way around; the people called the shots and the priests followed.  
 

When the Ark arrived in Camp, Israel was so assured of victory by just its presence that they 
raised such a shout of celebration, it shook the ground and could even be heard by the Philistines 
from afar. But shouting, no matter how loud, won’t bring God near, only repentance does. 
 

As King David told God in his prayer of confession, 

 
Of course Israel’s dependence on the Ark, backfired. The next day 30,000 soldiers died, the rest 
fled back home. Hophni and Phinehas as predicted also died.  Upon hearing the news, their father 
Eli died as did Phinehas’ wife in childbirth leaving her new born son Ichabod orphaned, never to 
be heard of again. The glory – God’s presence - truly had departed from Israel, but He 
had done so long before the Ark was captured by the Philistines.  
 

We lose God, when we focus our eyes on any objects, forms, rites, rituals or methods, above our 
relationship with God.  If our relationship with God is not right, nothing else works. If our 
relationship with God is right, everything else will fall into place. 
 

For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased. The sacrifice 

acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. Psalm 51:16-17 



We also lose God when we leave sin un-repented, un-confessed. As the Lord, through told Eli 
concerning the unrepentant sins of his two sons … 

 
Dear friends, God created us to KNOW Him. We broke that relationship when we sinned. God sent 
His Son Jesus to restore that relationship when Jesus offered Himself on the cross as punishment 
on our behalf. Repentance of our sin and Faith in Jesus is what reconciles us with God.  
 

To know God’s presence is to deal with our sin squarely; confess and repent. When we call on 
Jesus, He will forgive us and renew us. Then, only then, can we experience God’s presence and 
victory in our life… and we won’t need any bumper stickers to let others know of our living faith.  
 

Let’s pray about this.  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                       Response to the Word of God       

Affirmation of Faith                                Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only 

Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. On the third day He rose from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He 

will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Who we are and what we do gives us a name, and those who know us best come to know that 

name. So as we share of ourselves, as we give of what we have, in imitation of the one who 

shared Himself completely – gave of all He had -- may we always live up to the name “Christian” 

that has been bestowed upon us.  May we always bring honor to our Lord and Savior Christ 

Jesus, who gave His life so that we might live forgiven. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Hymn of Preparation                              “Bread of the World”                                       Hymn 693 
 

Communion                                        “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                                       Bach 

                                                           “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                              Callahan  

 

 

 

 

 “Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me shall be  treated with contempt.”  1 Sam 2:30 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
     

Closing Hymn                                   “There is a Redeemer”                                            Hymn 117 

                                                              The Sending Forth 

Benediction  

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Romans  15: 4-7 

Postlude                                     “The Acts of God are Righteous”                                      Walther   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                        Joys – January 30th    
 Joy: Meyers- the tremendous support for the Boy Scouts  
 Joy: Toney, grandson Wesley, doing better, back at work and gaining weight  
                                                      Concerns- January 30th                                                                                                  
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care 
Barnes:  Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer 
     Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer 
Benton: Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer  
     Carolyn- (friend) diagnosed with bone cancer  
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer 
     Troops deployed to South Africa  
     Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid  
     Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer  
     Chris & Tonya- covid  
Boone:  Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) heart procedure  
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers 
     Prayers for friends to come to the Lord 
     Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s 
     Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure    
     Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities 
     Aunt Herta- broke hip, pneumonia  

 Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 
     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 
     Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith 
     Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery 
     Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling 
     Roy – more medical testing  
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) foot is not healing  
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem  
     Their children- having difficulties 
     Christopher- grandson- cancer   
     James- fell on ice, bruised ribs, sore  
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) hospice 
      Sue & Ron(in laws) to find rehab for Ron  
      Ellen- AAA, CAT scan maybe surgery  
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis    
     Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant  
Graboyes: Leslie’s dad- fell broke hip, recovering from surgery    
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse 
Harris: Judy- having difficulty swallowing, eating 
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 
     Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo   
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy & Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care  
     Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration  
     Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots  
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             
     Steven-(son’s boss) going blind  
     Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches  
 



McManis:  those suffering from starvation in foreign countries  
       Areas hit by tornados especially hospitals  
Morris: Robert, (sexton) wife Lisa, home, on heart monitor, doing well  
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 
      Forensic scientists who deal with crime      
      Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home 
      Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma  
Narwid: Ed- Lynchburg Gen, covid 
Neal: Harold, home, on oxygen  
       Whitney Janet’s (friend) kidney removed  
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease  
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis 
     Brett- home, doing well and seizure free   
     Joseph- covid  
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications  
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 
      Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer 

 Scheurer:  Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer  
       Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  
       Sonny (son) colon cancer, recovering from surgery 

 Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord  
         Bill Walker- (Sonya’s dad) good results from tests         
         John & Sonya- travel mercies  
 Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer 
        Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression 
        Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube  
        Dr. Fessler-passed away            

 Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 
        Duncan Elliston- (fireman) 
        Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer 
        Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery 

  Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS 
        Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) end of days 
 Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues. Some improvement 
        Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers far family   
  
                 

 Prayers for Afghanistan citizens  
 

 Prayers for our nation and our President 
 Prayers for those dealing with loneliness       
 Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 
 Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected  
 Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different 
 Prayers on ways to help Massanetta, who are hosting 50+ Afghan immigrants 
 Prayers for those that were affected by the tornados  
 
 

 

 

 



 

                                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.  

You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office, 

 Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm. 

       

Activities for week of February 6th                                              

 Sunday: 10 am Worship  

                9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall          

                Communion  

                Prayer Time following service                        

 Monday: Cubs 

 Tuesday: 3 pm Something More 

                 6 pm Quilters  

 Saturday: Session retreat, 10 am – Session   

 Sunday:  February 13th            

                 9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall                                            

                 10 am Worship  

                 5 ¢ a Meal Offering 

                 Scout Sunday  

                 Prayer Time following service 

                      
     

         February Birthdays 

           Judy Blair - 6 

           Lester Heinrich - 7 

         Janice Yule-12 

            Heather Poindexter -12 

             Elizabeth Creasy -13 

           BJ Poindexter -13 

          Ken McManis -13 

            Rev. Frank Avery -15 

            John Salley   -23 

           Janis Easter - 26 

           Richard Overstreet-27 

             Karen Overstreet -28 

 

            February Anniversaries 

            Jim & Judy Harris - 13  

                Rev. Frank & Tinkie Avery- 14       

 

   

 

 



 

 

Bedford Christian Ministries Association 

217 West Washington St., Bedford, VA 24523 

Hours: 9:00-12:00 AM Days: Mon., Tues., Fri. 

Phone: (540) 586-2633  

 

 

 

 Bedford Christian Ministries acts as a center for Bedford County residents in need of help due to 

unemployment, illness, family disruptions or other unexpected emergencies.  It aims to avoid homelessness 

and hunger and helps our clients to become self-sufficient. 

 BCM’s services include providing food, clothing and household items such as linens, dishes, 

cooking utensils, etc., financial aid for fuel, dental and vision care, prescription medicines, limited health 

care needs and other misc. emergencies. 

 Our clients are families and individuals who are victims of abuse, accident, flood, fire, loss of job, or 

similar circumstance. All need support, encouragement and love which we strive to provide through BCM. 

 Bedford Christian Ministries was organized by ten area ministers in 1984 as a not-for-profit 

organization. Now we are 30+ Churches strong and have been partnering with United Way of Central 

Virginia since 1992.  We are staffed entirely by volunteers who serve our clients at our West Washington St. 

building which we share with another local ministry, Shepherd's Table. 

 Money and grants are solicited from churches, businesses, individuals, and foundations.  Volunteers 

are needed to greet and interview clients, to sort and dispense clothing and household goods, to bag and 

distribute canned and packaged foods, and to provide financial aid. Our volunteers give of their time and 

energy an average of two mornings per month.  Working at the center is an enjoyable and rewarding 

experience. 

How can you help? 
 

*Volunteer your time   *Donate from your resources 
                     *Donate clean clothing            *Contribute household items 
                     *Give to the food pantry            *Share your concern and love 
 
 
 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Please fill out & cut on dotted line_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

 

Please have someone contact me as I am interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities at 

Bedford Christian Ministries.  (A tour of BCM can be arranged for individuals or a group.) 

 

NAME :        _____ 

 

ADDRESS:        _____ 

 

PHONE/EMAIL:       _____ 

 

CHURCH:         _____ 

 

“For, brethren…..by love serve one another”  Galatians 5:13 


