Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of February 20th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“May Jesus Christ be Praised”

Harold DeCou

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Something More will meets Tuesday at 3pm with Philip Parker presiding.
 Next Sunday will be a Soup & Pie Potluck Luncheon. Bring your favorite soup, pie or dish
and join us following the service.
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.
*Call to Worship
One: Let us hold fast to what is good,
All: Rejoice in hope,
One: Persevere in prayer,
All: Give joyfully in love,
One: Stand firm in one spirit,
All: Strive side by side with one mind and worship God with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.
*Hymn

“Stand Up and Bless the Lord”

Hymn 11

*Prayer of Confession
This is the day that You have made, Lord. Help us to rejoice in it and be glad! Remind us of the
privileges we enjoy as Your people, to come to You in these moments, to confess our sins, to
receive forgiveness and give it. To pray and sing and listen, to renew our fainting spirits, to rest
in all Your promises. Open our eyes to see You, Lord. Open our ears to hear Your Word. Visit us
through Your Holy Spirit and help us to celebrate our faith. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Anthem

1 Samuel 7:2-14
“How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place”

Daniel Kallman

Sermon

Here I Raise My Ebenezer

It was a difficult time for the people of Israel. Years earlier their army had been routed by the
Philistines who now controlled large swarths of the Israeli countryside. Even the Ark of the
Covenant, the symbol of God’s presence and power, had been captured by the Philistines, but
they didn’t keep it for long. It brought sickness among their people. So they returned it to Israel.
Now it was residing in neglect at Kiriath Jearim. However, no one wanted to have anything to do
with it, especially after the deaths of 70 men who had dared to look within this sacred treasure.
The people of Israel were scared of their enemies and frightened of their God. They said, “Who
can stand in the presence of the Lord, this holy God” (1 Samuel 6:20)? But after twenty years of
suffering and hardship, they had finally come to their senses.
Once again they sought the Lord and in response Samuel met with them. Samuel had been
serving as a judge of Israel for many years. He had traveled from town to town settling their
disputes with one another. Now he was meeting his people as a representative of the living God,
serving both as priest and prophet. He said to them, “If you are returning to the LORD with all your
hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the
Lord and serve Him only, and He will deliver you out of the hands of the Philistines” (1 Samuel
7:3). The Israelites listened and they obeyed. They put away their Baals and the Ashtoreths and
rededicated themselves unto the Lord.
In response, calling the people together, Samuel told them to meet him at Mizpah, a hilltop north
of Jerusalem. There he led them in a rededication service. It began with a libation, a sacrificial
offering of water that was poured out before the Lord, perhaps a declaration that they wished to be
cleansed of their sins. They also fasted and publicly renounced their sinfulness. Additionally,
perhaps for the first time, they acknowledged that Samuel was indeed their true and divinely
appointed leader.
Their gathering did not, however, go unnoticed. The Philistines were evidently close by, and they
decided to crush this public display of religious devotion. Gathering their forces they began
marching towards Mizpah. The Israelites could hear them coming, the sounds of a mighty army
drawing nearer, and they were frightened. They said to Samuel, “Do not stop crying out to the
LORD our God for us, that He may rescue us from the hand of the Philistines” (1 Samuel 7:8).
Instead of being frightened by the approaching enemy or swayed by the fear of his own
countrymen, Samuel continued to do with what he had planned. This was a service of
recommitment and he knew that it must be sealed by a whole burnt offering, a young lamb offered

unto the Lord as a visible and tangible declaration of their devotion. So here is the scene. The
Philistines are advancing up the hillside beating on their shields and shouting insults. Meanwhile
with danger surrounding them on every side, Samuel is calmly offering a sacrifice to God. He has
placed himself and all of those with him in harm’s way. With undrawn weapons, the Israelites are
worshipping the Lord even as their enemy approaches. Without divine intervention all would be
lost.
But all was not lost because the Lord was ready to protect a people who had rededicated
themselves unto Him. As he had done in the past, he spoke once again in the voice of thunder.
For the Israelites the thunderclaps were a message declaring His presence and protection. For
the Philistines, however, the thunderous message was one of outright terror. They were in the
presence of a God who could utterly destroy them, just like the plague that had afflicted them
when they took the Ark of the Covenant. In panic they turned and fled and the Israelites chased
them down the slopes and across the valleys with great slaughter all the way back to their cities
on the seacoast.
Then after the battle was over Samuel once again gathered the people together and he did
something that had been done on many other occasions throughout the history of the people of
Israel. He erected a memorial stone, a monument to God’s deliverance and he called it
Ebenezer, which means “stone of help.” He said to the people, “Thus far the LORD has helped us”
(1 Samuel 7:12). And indeed He had. Throughout the remainder of Samuel’s life, the Philistines
were subdued and Israel was even able to reclaim some of its lost territory.
So what does this marvelous Biblical account have to say to us today? There are three truths and
one very poignant reminder that we need to take to heart. Here’s the first one and you’ll find it
repeated throughout the pages of the Bible. In fact, our pastor spoke about it two Sundays ago.
Repentance precedes revival. In fact, it always precedes revival. There can be no revival for us
as individuals, as a church family, indeed as an entire nation, until there is genuine, heartfelt
repentance.
Israel suffered under the oppressive hand of the Philistines for over twenty years. During that time
Samuel was their judge and their divinely appointed leader. He was a good and godly man but
that didn’t make any difference. I am confident that he did his best to lead the people of Israel in
the right way. Nevertheless, nothing happened. They were still a desperate and defeated nation
until they came to Mizpah and publicly confessed their sins. Repentance is required for divine

deliverance. No repentance, no revival. And it’s just as true today as it was three thousand years
ago.
Let me be straightforwardly honest. America needs a revival. We have not had the kind of revival
that genuinely transforms the nature and character of a nation in well over a hundred years. We
have strayed from God. We have turned our backs on him. We have become a morally corrupt
nation. We no longer honor His Word or trust in His guidance. Now, like Israel we find ourselves
confronting a multitude of problems and facing a multitude of enemies. We will not escape them
on our own. No matter what we do, they will overwhelm us. We need to remember and heed what
this single verse of Scripture declares, “If my people, who are called by my name will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven and forgive their sin and will heal their land” (1 Chronicles 7:14).
Here’s the second truth. Faith conquers fear. Always has. Always will. Even though the people
of Israel were shaking in their sandals as the Philistines approached, Samuel was cool, calm, and
collected. Why do I know that? Because he continued offering the sacrifice even in the face of an
impending disaster. He didn’t run for cover. He didn’t allow the circumstances of the moment to
get in the way of his devotion to God. In my mind I can see Samuel standing before the altar with
his hands extended toward heaven, trusting in the Lord in this, their greatest hour of need. The
writer of the New Testament book, 1 John, declares, “Perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18).
The kind of love that the author of this book is describing is not an emotional sentiment or feeling.
He is talking about the kind of love that expresses itself in a faithful declaration of absolute
dependence upon God.
How different this scene is from what took place on board a sailing vessel in 1736. John Wesley
was on his way to America to preach to the Indians. During that voyage a storm engulfed the ship.
Everyone was frightened except for a group of missionaries known as Moravians. They were
calmly singing. Wesley made his way across the heaving ship and asked, “Aren’t you frightened?”
“No,” they answered. “Not even the women and children who are with you?” he continued. “No,”
the Moravians said, “Not even our women and children.” They had faith, something which Wesley
did not possess at that point in his life. Fortunately, a few years later in a little chapel on
Aldersgate Street in London, he found what he so desperately needed, an unshakeable faith in
Christ and in Christ alone, and that made all the difference for the thousands upon thousands who
were led to Christ during his remarkable ministry.

Now to the third truth. Creation voices Creator. Granted the wording is a bit convoluted, but not
the truth which it summarizes. God can reveal Himself through His creation. In fact, He can even
speak through that which He has made. Remember what took place when Moses and the
Israelites met the Lord at the mountain of God. He spoke to them in the voice of thunder. In fact,
in the book of Exodus, Chapters 19 and 20, it appears that Moses and the Lord actually spoke to
one another. They entered into a dialogue, Moses addressing the Lord and the Lord responding in
the lightning and thunder, an encounter that made the Israelites tremble with fear, but one which
Moses seemingly understood. For right within this encounter on the mountain you find in Chapter
20 the very first recitation of the Ten Commandments, God’s declaration of the way the Israelites
were to live with Him and with one another.
But that’s not the only time that God has spoken in such a manner. In the New Testament, in the
Gospel of John, Chapter 12, Jesus prayed out loud declaring, “Father, glorify your name.” In
response the Scriptures tell us, “Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it and I will
glorify it again.’ The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel
had spoken to him” (John 12:28-29). In that same way on the day of battle at Mizpah, God clearly
made His intentions known through the forces of nature, and His name, His power and glory were
proclaimed in such a majestic manner that the Philistines fled in terror.
So, there you have it, three truths clearly proclaimed in Chapter seven of 1 Samuel, and indeed,
reiterated over and over again throughout the Scriptures. Repentance precedes revival. Faith
conquers fear. Creation voices Creator. Remember them. They are important. Also, take to
heart one poignant reminder, one concluding thought that each of us needs to treasure. We have
a God who is our “stone of help,” our Ebenezer. Remember what Samuel said as he set up the
memorial stone, “Thus far has the Lord helped us” (1 Samuel 7:12). In other words, the Lord has
gotten us out of this mess and He will be there for us in the future as well. The same is true for
us. The Lord is our stone, our rock, the One to whom we can cling when the going gets tough.
He is the one who can deliver us from our enemies, whomever and whatever they be. Whether
we’re facing individual trials, challenges confronting our families or even our church, or events that
impact the entire nation, our God is there for us. When we turn to the Lord and cry out for help, He
will not desert us. He is our stone of help. We can join with that great hymn writer, Sir Isaac Watts,
and cry out, “O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy
blast, and our eternal home.”

With that in mind let me conclude with this story. Years ago I met a through hiker on the
Appalachian Trail. I met him in a lovely little town in southwestern Virginia named Damascus. We
were having dinner at a local pizza restaurant. Striking up a conversation with this hiker, he
shared a bit of his life’s story. A former drug addict with a criminal history, he had decided to hike
the trail as a means of self-therapy, separating himself from the things that had been destroying
his life, as well as providing an opportunity for some real soul searching as he climbed the ridges
of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Along the way he had met some Christians right there in
Damascus. They had befriended him with food and fellowship so that he could take a break from
his trek. They had also introduced him to Jesus, but at first he wasn’t too interested. As he himself
said, “Religion up to that point had not been a very important part of his life.” Then one night as
he was camping alone up in the mountains near the town, a raging storm swept through that
region of the state. The winds were howling and trees were falling. He didn’t mention it, but there
might have been some lightning and thunder as well. The next morning his new friends at the
church went in search of him. They were fearful that he had been injured during the storm. They
found him. He wasn’t hurt but he had been transformed. He had met the Lord in the storm. He
had come to terms with the waywardness of his life and had repented. His fear, not just of the
storm but of what the future held in store for him, had been replaced with faith. For he had heard
the voice of God in the midst of the storm, a voice that calmed his fears, not only of the trees
crashing down around him, but of those inner doubts, which for so long had assailed him. That
night he had clung to his stone of help, the presence of the Lord Almighty, the Ebenezer of his
soul, and for him, and indeed for each and every one of us, that and that alone is sufficient.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
Worship Song

“Come, Thou Fount”

Robert Robinson

Affirmation of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. He
descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the tomb. He
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. We believe
in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of
healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.
*Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

“Doxology”

Hymn 44

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“Enjoy You Forever”

Junko

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His
power that is at work within us, to Him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Postlude

“All Creatures of Our God and King”

Harold DeCou

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration
of the marriage of Marion Lunsford Bond to Francis B. Avery
on February 14th, 1987 in this church.

Celebrating 50 years as a BPC member, Dorinda Hopkins!!!
Let’s wish her congratulations and many more
years as a member!

For the next two Sundays we will be taking a look at the life of Saul, the first king of Israel.
Next Sunday, February 27, we will examine the first part of Saul’s reign, 1 Samuel 8:1 - 15:35,
with a special emphasis on 1 Samuel 10:17-27. The sermon is “The Man Who Would Be King.”
On March 6, we will examine the second half of Saul’s kingship,
1 Samuel 16:1 - 31:13. The sermon for that Sunday explores the topic of jealousy and how it
destroys everything around it. These two sermons are based upon extensive passages of
Scripture. However, they read like an exciting novel. So don’t be afraid to tackle them.
You will be blessed.

Something More will continue while John is away.
Meeting at 3pm on Tuesdays, with Rev. Philip Parker presiding.

Joys – February 20th
Joy: The Boy Scout contributor of plastic for recycling
Concerns- February 20th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Carolyn- (friend) tests being done, not cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Troops deployed to South Africa
Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Boone: Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) procedure successful
Karl Elleffson- (friend) cancer
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Aunt Herta- broke hip, pneumonia
Mike Neighbors-(friend) stroke
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) passed away
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
Roy – more medical testing
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) foot is not healing
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Christopher- grandson- cancer
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) passed away
Sue & Ron(in laws) found rehab
Ellen- AAA, surgery Monday
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Graboyes: Leslie’s dad- fell broke hip, recovering from surgery
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Harris: Judy- having difficulty swallowing, eating
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy & Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
McManis: those suffering from starvation in foreign countries
Areas hit by tornados especially hospitals

Morris: Robert, (sexton) wife Lisa, health complications, doing better
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
European conflicts, to find solutions
Narwid: Ed- Lynchburg Gen, pneumonia, doing better
Neal: Harold, home, on oxygen
Whitney Janet’s (friend) kidney removed
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis
Brett- home, doing well and seizure free
Joseph- covid
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, recovering from surgery
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Bill Walker- (Sonya’s dad) good results from tests
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) end of days
Nancy- possible cancer, more testing
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues. Some improvement
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers far family

Prayers for Afghanistan citizens
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected with the virus
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different
Prayers on ways to help Massanetta, who are hosting 50+ Afghan immigrants
Prayers for those that were affected by the tornados

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of February 20th
Sunday: 10 am Worship with Rev. Philip Parker
9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More
6 pm Quilters
Sunday: February 27th
9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall
10 am Worship with Rev. Philip Parker
Soup & Pie Potluck Luncheon
Prayer Time following service
February Birthdays
John Salley -23
Janis Easter - 26
Richard Overstreet-27
Karen Overstreet -28

Soup & Pie Potluck Luncheon
February 27th.
Bring your favorite Soup, Pie, dish or
dessert to share after the service
and join us in fellowship.

BPC Monthly Budget and Expenses

FORECAST
BUDGET
2022

ACTUAL
JANUARY
2022

DESCRIPTION
TOTAL UNRESTRICTED INCOME
$
TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSE
$
Unrestricted Income Greater than Expenses/(Exp Grtr than Inc) $

195,935.00
199,084.16
(3,149.16)

$
$
$

CONGREGATIONAL GIVING FOR GENERAL OPERATIONS

150,175.00

$

$

ACTUAL
YTD
2022

11,553.46 $ 11,553.46
14,901.35 $ 14,901.35
(3,347.89) $ (3,347.89)
9,719.65 $

Thank you for your ongoing support of your church.

9,719.65

