
       Bedford Presbyterian Church 
                                        105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia 

     From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years) 

 
       

  Week of March 27th                                           

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you  
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are 

uncomfortable to attend service yet. 
 

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

 

         A Biblically Guided Christian Community, 

Loving God, Loving Others, 

Serving the World & 

 Growing Disciples 



 

         
                 

                                                                  THE APPROACH TO GOD  

 

         One: The peace of Christ be with you 

         All:   And Also with you       

 

        Prelude                                                         “Ave Verum”                                                       Mozart   
 

 

        Welcome and Announcements  

 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.  

 Please join us today following the service for a Potluck Luncheon  

 Something More will meets Tuesday at 3pm  

 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.  
 
 

 

*Call to Worship   
One:Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, for the word of the Lord is upright and all His work is  
        done in faithfulness. The earth is  full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
All:  By the word of the Lord the heavens were made and all their host by the breath of His  
        mouth. 
One:Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. For He  
        spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm. 
All:  The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations.  
        Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord. Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon  
        us, even as we hope in You. 
 

*Hymn                                                          “Psalm 33”                                              Trinity Hymnal  
 
*Prayer of Confession  
How is it that we walk through each day and so many times do not see you in the faces and 

lives of the world around us? Can it be that too often our heads are bent on winning, achieving, 

and having, so that we miss chances to look into the lives of our family, our friends, the 

stranger? Help us, God of life. Give us the courage to befriend one in need, to do the right 

thing, even in the face of criticism, to spend everything on the priceless ointment of loving You 

and Your world. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon  
    One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
    All:   In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to  
             new life. 

 

 *Gloria                                                   “Glory to the Father”                                       Bill Rutledge  
 
  

                                                  PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD      
 

 Introduction to Scripture   

 Scripture                             1 Samuel 18: 1-12, 23: 15-28, Proverbs 18:24 

 Hymn                                               “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                          Grant Wall  



 

 

 Sermon                                   Jonathan, a friend closer than a brother  
Disclaimer: Material from this message was adapted in part from messages found on the Sermon Central website. 

A British publication once offered a prize for the best definition of a friend. Among the thousands 
of answers received were the following: 

 “One who multiplies joys, divides grief, and whose honesty is inviolable.” 
 “One who understands our silence.” 
 “A watch that beats for all time and never runs down.” 

The winning definition read: “A friend is the one who comes in when the whole world has 
gone out.” 
 

Isn’t that the truth? By that definition most of us have many acquaintances, but few if any real 
friends.  Our story this week is of just such a friend, who like that definition came in when the 
world had gone out. 
 
You’ll remember from last week’s tale that having killed Goliath young David was at the peak of 
his popularity; soon afterward, he was working in Saul’s Court as his armor bearer and harpist.  
David then went on to become a talented soldier and leader of the King’s military.  He was 
described as, a man of valor, a warrior, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence; and the 
Lord is with him.’  At the time Saul loved him greatly and he had everyone’s approval. (16:18-21).    
 

Until one day Saul heard the villagers singing, Saul has killed his thousands and David his ten 
thousands. This awakened an insane jealously in Saul’s heart that would eventually consume his 
life.  Now both hating and fearing David, King Saul spent the rest of his reign – possibly from 
seven to ten years – unsuccessfully seeking to find and kill David; a story which we will deal with 
in more depth next week. 
 

We don’t know for sure when David wrote the words of the 23rd Psalm, but you’ve got to wonder 
if it was during these dark years of constantly fleeing from Saul, because in verse 4 he says, 
“even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil…”  Some of you 
know how David felt. I’m talking about those valleys in our lives that take us lower than we’ve 
ever been before. The ones where we feel as if we just can’t go on and that the whole world has 
caved in on us. Some of you are there now.  But it was also during this period of David’s life that 
God showed His faithfulness and His love for David by providing him with Jonathan, the truest 
friend that anyone could ask for; which is the story we will tell today.  
 

Today’s scripture lesson introduced us to Jonathan, King Saul’s Son, who upon meeting him after 
the conquest of Goliath immediately took such a liking to David that the two bound themselves 
together in a covenantal friendship – a brotherhood – that would even last beyond Jonathan’s 
death. After that battle, Jonathan took off his own robe and gave it to David along with his armor, 
his sword, and even his bow.  Then, three times in the years to come, even at the risk of his own 
life, Jonathan would intercede with his father to save David’s life. This also we will hear more 
about next week, but for today let’s look at the qualities of Jonathan that made him one of the 
greatest, perhaps most under acknowledged, hero of faith ever recorded in our Bibles.  
 

Here is what you need to know about Jonathan.  First that he was probably at least ten-years 
older than David and already a fearless soldier of great capability and fame.  While David was still 
a teenager shepherding sheep, Jonathan was commanding 1/3 of Saul’s army and performing 
acts of valor in war quite comparable to David’s duel with Goliath (1 Samuel 14) . Coming into Saul’s 



court, David would certainly have known of Jonathan’s heroic exploits.  That he himself became 
such a great warrior was most likely due to his military training under Jonathan’s mentorship. 
At their first meeting, surely Jonathan recognized young David’s future as a very capable warrior, 
but even more so he recognized in David a deep faith in God which he himself shared.  Unlike his 
father, Jonathan remained completely faithful and reliant upon God all his life. Like David it was 
his faith that made him so courageous; as exampled by an earlier time when the Philistines were 
again raiding the land and out of fear most Israelis had gone into hiding, so Jonathan decided to 
carry out a solo attack on the enemy. 

Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, ‘Come, let us go over to the 
garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will act for us; for nothing 
can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few. (14:6).   

In the fight that followed, Jonathan singlehandedly killed over 20 soldiers thus routing the enemy 
and rallying his own troops to chase the fleeing Philistine army.  That day Jonathan gave Israel a 
great victory. Later Jonathan would recognize this same burning faith in young David as he faced 
Goliath, which was most likely why the king’s son and a no-name shepherd boy so quickly bonded 
in firm friendship. 
 

Along with his faith in God, also came a humility of spirit; Jonathan trusted God to guide his 
life. Watching David grow as a valiant warrior, Jonathan quickly realized that the Spirit of God 
which had left his father now lived powerfully in David and for that reason he also protected 
David even while knowing that instead of himself, David would be the next king.  
 

Again unlike his father, Jonathan was not jealous to protect that which was not his.  He was 
willing to let God’s anointing go to whomever God chose and so he spent the rest of his life 
protecting David from Saul’s murderous attempts. One of the last times they met before his own 
death, even as his father’s army was out looking to kill David, Jonathan went to him in one of his 
hideouts to encourage and strengthen him.  He said to David, ‘do not be afraid; for the hand of 
my father Saul shall not find you; you shall be king over Israel, and I shall be second to you; my 
father Saul also knows that this is so.’ (23:17). 
 

This courageous, humble faith and a deep abiding love for God, is what made Jonathan perhaps 
the Bible’s best example of what Jesus would later describe as living by the Greatest 
Commandment.  Because he loved God with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength, Jonathan 
also loved David as he loved himself and would gladly have given his life in defense of David.  
 
At first, knowing of their deep friendship, Saul kept his attempts to kill David from his son’s 
knowledge (20:1-3); But having twice dodged Saul’s thrown spear and another time having to sneak 
out of his home by night to avoid a morning execution, David knew his life was now in grave 
danger.   
 

At first, not believing that his father wanted to kill David, who was both Saul’s son-in-law and 
recognized as one of his most faithful servants, Jonathan devised a test to see if Saul was really 
plotting David’s death.  When this proved to be true, Jonathan then defended David’s loyalty to 
his father the king, only to have Saul now hurling both curses and another spear at his own son.  
After which Jonathon secretly went to warn David that his life truly was in danger.  But before the 
two of them departed they again reaffirmed their covenant that even their descendants would 
remain friends forever.  

Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in peace, since both of us have sworn in the name of the Lord, 
saying, “The Lord shall be between me and you, and between my descendants and your 
descendants, forever.” ’ So David got up and left; and Jonathan went into the city. (20:42) 
 



As the book of Proverbs would teach us…. 

 

Jonathan was just such a friend.  While courage is also a good quality to have, it is faith, love, 
and loyalty that made Jonathan such a true friend.  Jonathan was also loyal to his own father – 
he stood by Saul even when he knew that his father was in the wrong – except when it came to 
deserting David.  Recognizing that God’s anointing was now resting on David, Jonathan willingly 
placed his own aspirations below David’s future; you shall be king over Israel, and I shall be 
second to you. 
 

Our modern word for their kind of friendship would be a “bromance.”  Jonathan and David were 
kindred spirits in so many ways, they were both natural leaders of men, equally impulsive, equally 
brave, equally convinced that God was behind Israel. Their close friendship was forged out of a 
mutual commitment to faith, loyalty, and love.  
 

Throughout his life and reign, David would eventually collect eight wives and sire over eighteen 
children. While we do not know the name of Jonathan’s wife, we do know that he had a young 
son named Mephibosheth, who became crippled when the nurse fleeing at the news of Jonathan’s 
death dropped him. After he established his rule, David sought out the youth in order to honor 
Jonathan’s memory and their lifelong covenant of friendship.   He restored to Mephibosheth all of 
his family’s property and inheritance from grandfather Saul and further honored Mephibosheth by 
inviting him thereafter to daily eat at the king’s table.    
 

So here we have the story of a friendship that transcended personal ambition, family differences, 
and even the circumstances of war. It was a friendship based on their mutual recognition of God’s 
will for Israel as expressed through the life of David. It’s a friendship that lasted because both 
parties were committed to it despite their own needs and desires. And it’s a friendship that can be 
a model, not just for our friendships, but for our commitment to Jesus Christ, the one who is the 
true and eternal King, not just of Israel, but of the whole world. 
--------------------- 
What then can we take home from this story of the friendship between Jonathan and David?  
Certainly that all true friendships require similar qualities of faithfulness, loyalty, and 
love … but to have such a friendship you also need to be such a friend.  If you want to 
have a friend like Jonathan, you have got to cultivate a heart like Jonathan.  
 

Let’s consider Jonathan’s LOYALTY.  Jonathan was loyal to his father in all other matters unless it 
came to betraying his loyalty to God and David as God’s anointed. Many years later,  Jonathan 
would come to the end of his own life fighting beside his father Saul in yet another battle 
defending Israel from their Philistine enemies (1 Samuel 21).  Yet, when he finally became convinced 
that his father was indeed trying to kill his friend, Jonathan said to David, whatever you say, I will 
do for you (20:4).  That is the voice of loyalty. Jonathan knew that protecting David would cost 
him the throne--maybe even his own life, but he was willing to risk his kingdom for his friend. 
 

How might such loyalty translate into your life? 
 

What are you willing to risk for your friends? 
 

Jonathan risked a kingdom; you probably don’t have a kingdom to risk, but would you risk 
comfort?  Popularity?  Resources?  Reputation? 
 
While Jonathan was willing to risk everything in order to protect his friend; but I don’t think 
Jonathan would have helped David hide a drug habit, or keep suicidal thoughts a secret, or 

Some friends can lead us to ruin, but a true friend is closer than a brother       Proverbs 18:24 NCB 



anything else like that.  Doing such things for a friend would actually be disloyal, because those 
things would endanger that friend, not protect him. 
 

So if you want to cultivate a heart like Jonathan’s heart, you must develop a heart of loyalty for 
your friends.  
 

 That might mean staying with and listening to your friend cry deep into the night when you 
really want to be at home in bed.  

 

 That might mean confronting your friend about their bad habit even at the risk of ending 
your friendship. 

 

 That surely will mean sometimes saying to your friend, as Jonathan said to David, 
"Whatever you say, I’ll do for you." 

 

So a main characteristic of Jonathan’s heart was loyalty, a second was LOVE. 
 

Three times the Bible says, “he loved David as he loved his own soul.” 
 

Jonathan certainly liked his life as the king’s son and yet he willingly risked his own life to protect 
David’s. That, my friends, is a picture of Godly, Biblical friendship.  Such love for a friend doesn’t 
come along every day.   
 

You may have many friends, but how many of them would lay down their life for you?  How many 
of them would you lay down your life for?   
 

Jesus would later say that such willingness to lay down your life for another is the ultimate proof 
of true friendship (John 15:12-13).  And Jesus proved His own love for us by doing just that even 
before we considered ourselves His friend (Romans 5:6-8). 
 

Finally there is FAITHFULNESS.   A main reason why David found such a soul mate in Jonathan 
is because they shared a common faith.  This is a Biblical teaching that a lot of people these days 
find difficult to hear, but if you want to have a friendship like the one between Jonathan 
and David, it has to start with having the same faith. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14 is a verse that is usually applied to dating and marriage, but its real application 
is much broader. That verse says,  

 

Other translations say, “do not be yoked together with unbelievers.”   Understand that this verse 
is not saying that you can’t have any non-Christian friends; but it is saying that you should not 
allow yourself to be yoked, or bound together with a non-Christian. That means your most 
intimate friendships, friendships that bind you together – which does include your marriage – 
should possess a common faith. That was true in Jonathan and David’s case; it should be no less 
true in mine, or in yours. 

 
What that means Christian is that if your closest friend is an unbeliever, then you are on 
dangerous ground. You see, a yoke is a wooden harness that a farmer places on the shoulders of 
two oxen or horses, to bind their strength together into one effective tool for plowing and clearing 
land. The problem with wearing a yoke, though, is that both animals must be pulling with the  
 

Do not be mismatched with unbelievers. For what partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? 

Or what fellowship is there between light and darkness? 2 Corinthians 6:14 

Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company ruins good morals.’ 1 Corinthians 15:33 



same strength and in the same direction. If you’re not pulling together with your friend towards 
God, your friend will be pulling you away.  As the Apostle Paul once pithily advised ….  
 

Jonathan’s heart was a heart of loyalty, love, and faith towards God, which also made him a true 
friend for David.  If you want similar friends who will accept you, understand you, challenge you, 
and stick by you whatever the cost, then you can do no better than to begin cultivating your own 
heart like that of Jonathan’s 
 

Of course, that’s quite a task; it sounds like a lot of work.  It’s probably too much to do on your 
own.  That’s okay, because God is willing to help you do it. 
And this is certainly something worth praying about – beginning with yourself.  
 
                                                  RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD            

Solo                                                 “When the Load is Hard to Bear”                                Townend  
 

Confession of Faith                                  Philippians 2: 5-11  

We believe in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness.  And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 

the point of death – even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted Him and gave Him 

the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 

Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.   
 

              

Doxology                                 “Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow”                      Hymn 34 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
    

Hymn                                          “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!”                                  Hymn 90  

                                                            THE SENDING FORTH                            

Benediction (2 Thessalonians 2: 16-17…3:16)  

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 

eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every 

good deed and word…  And, may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in 

every way…   
 

Postlude                                                 “Ach Gott und Herr”                                           Kauffmann  

 

 
 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory and honor of 

my children Chad Noell and Amanda Stanley on their birthdays, Becky Noell. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                          Joys- March 27th 
   Joy- Barbara Nichols- good turnout for Caring and Aging Workshop- will be offered again  
   Joy- James Fleming shared joy of having grandson and his girlfriend visiting                             
                                                        Concerns- March 27th                                                                                                      
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned  
Barnes:  Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer 
     Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer 
Benton: Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer  
     Carolyn- (friend) tests being done, not cancer   
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer 
     Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid  
     Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer      
     Harvey Clarke- Weebee sleeping most of the day now  
Boone:  Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) procedure successful 
     Karl Elleffson- (friend) hospice care  
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers 
     Prayers for friends to come to the Lord 
     Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s 
     Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure    
     Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities 
     Aunt Herta- broke hip, pneumonia  
     Mike Neighbors-(friend) stroke 

Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 
     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 
     Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith 
     Roy – more medical testing  
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) foot is not healing  
     Lisa McKinney- (friend) lost her husband  
Fleming: Christopher- grandson- cancer   
     Paul Trautman (friend) severely ill  
     James Anthony- (son) physical and emotional needs  
Foster: Ellen- back in hospital, doing better   
     Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home  
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis    
     Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant  
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse 
Harris: Judy- having difficulty swallowing, eating 
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 
     Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 
Hopkins: prayers for family on passing of Dorinda  
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy & Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care  
     Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration  
     Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots  
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             
     Steven-(son’s boss) going blind  
     Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches  
    Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling 



McManis:  those suffering from starvation in foreign countries  
       Areas hit by tornados especially hospitals  
Morris: Robert, (sexton) wife Lisa, lung cancer, radiation 
 
 
 Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 
      Forensic scientists who deal with crime      
      Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home 
      Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma  
      European conflicts, to find solutions  
      Elisa Morris- (daughter-in-law) degenerative eye disease 
Narwid: Ed- recovering at home 
Neal: Whitney Janet’s (friend) kidney removed  
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease  
       Heather Casdorph- hit in the head by horse  
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis 
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications  

 Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 
      Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer 

 Scheurer:  Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer  
       Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  
       Sonny (son) doing well 

 Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord  
         Bill Walker- (Sonya’s dad) good results from tests         
 Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer 
        Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression 
        Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube  

 Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 
        Duncan Elliston- (fireman) 
        Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer 
        Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery 

  Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS 
        Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments and follow Dr’s prescription for living   
        her life    
 Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues. Some improvement 
        Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers far family   
  
                 

  
 

 Prayers for our nation and our President 
 Prayers for those dealing with loneliness       
 Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 
 Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons. Nations to stand up for  
 freedom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
                                                           ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.  

You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office, 

 Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm. 

       

Activities for week of March 27th                                                   

 Sunday: 10 am Worship   

                9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall      

                Potluck Luncheon following service  

                Prayer Time following service                        

 Monday: Cubs 

                Prayer Walk, 6 pm  

 Tuesday: 3 pm Something More 

                 6 pm Quilters  

 Sunday:  April 3rd                

                 9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall                                            

                 10 am Worship   

                 Communion  

                 Prayer Time following service 
                          

 

April Birthdays 

Margaret Lambert - 4 

James Fleming- 11 

Sherry Parker  - 18 

Tricia Schubert  -  23 

Al Mauser -  24 

Alex Forté  -  26 

Richard Tate  - 29 

 

April  Anniversaries 

   Dave and Lori Stetson    - 1 

    Ron and Margaret Morris   - 8 

    Russell & Scarlett Stevens- 8 

      Fred and Sandy Scheurer  - 22 

     John and Sonya Smith    - 30 

 

 

A special ‘Thank You’ to the Blair’s, Barbara Compter, Jan Easter, James and Chris Fleming, 

Margaret Morris, Philip Parker and the Stetson’s for their help cleaning the Foster’s yard,  

‘Many hands made light work!’ 



 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Financial Report- Thank You for your ongoing support  

DESCRIPTION

 BUDGET 

FORECAST   

2022 

ACTUAL 

FEBRUARY        

2002

ACTUAL 

YTD        

2022

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED INCOME 195,935.00$  19,493.88$   31,047.34$ 

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSE 199,084.16$  12,847.67$   27,749.02$ 

Unrestricted Income Greater than Expenses/(Exp Grtr than Inc) (3,149.16)$    6,646.21$     3,298.32$   

CONGREGATIONAL GIVING FOR GENERAL OPERATIONS  150,175.00$  11,138.00$   20,857.65$ 

Thank you for your ongoing support of your church.

 
 

 

 

In 2021 Church members who shopped at Amazon and Kroger generated an 
additional $100.00 contribution for our Church. 

If you regularly shop at either of these stores or Food Lion, please register  
Bedford Presbyterian Church as your charity of choice. 

   

SHOP ONLINE! –  on your web browser or cell phone app go to 

Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com). Register Bedford Presbyterian as 

your charity of choice and Amazon will donate .5% of your entire eligible 

purchase price to the church.  For more information:  https://smile.amazon.com 

 

 

SHOP ONLINE or IN THE STORE – Link your Kroger Card to Bedford 

Presbyterian Church as your charity of choice and a percentage of all your 

purchases will be contributed to the church.  

For more information:  https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards 

 
 

 WISH TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD?   

 -- Go to the Bedford Presbyterian Website and look for the DONATE button.  
Donations through the website will be charged a 2% processing fee by the 
Presbyterian Foundation.   

For more information: 
https://www.bedfordpresbyva.org/donate.html 
 
 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.bedfordpresbyva.org/donate.html


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Saturday March 19th marked an important and bittersweet event in our ministry with Afghan 

refugees. With dinner on Saturday, we concluded meal service. 
 

Our first new Afghan neighbors arrived on our campus on October 20th. By that following 

Saturday, there were enough here to begin meal service three meals a day, seven days a 

week. That offering continued until Saturday. For almost exactly five months, the generosity 

of the Massanetta Community has made it possible for us to extend hospitality in a new way. 

That generosity has come in the form of congregations and individuals who have donated 

funds, and also in the 120+ volunteers who have served meals during that time. It is truly 

amazing what you have accomplished. At last count 185 Afghan refugees have either been 

through our campus, or still currently reside here for a total of 8,700+ guest nights. This is 

only possible because of you! 
 

While meal service has concluded, ministry continues. There are still just under 40 Afghan 

men, women, and children on our campus today. The difference is there are few enough 

people (many are young children), that we are making arrangements for them to be able to 

cook their own meals in our cottages. Of the families still here, Church World Service tells us 

that we can expect one to two families to be placed into permanent housing each week, 

meaning we will likely have some presence of Afghan refugees on our campus through most 

of April. 
 

Even as this phase of our partnership with CWS winds down, we continue to welcome people 

from all around the world to the Shenandoah Valley. Alongside the Afghans, a Syrian family 

has just departed for permanent housing who had been with us over a month, and we expect 

a Congolese family of ten to be moving into one of our cottages in the coming days. 
 

This will likely be the last update on this program unless something new develops. So let me 

close with gratitude. Your generosity, whether it came in the form of donations of funds, time, 

or prayer has welcomed the stranger. You have given shelter and food to people who have 

fled unimaginable hardship. You have answered Christ's call to serve those in need. 

Massanetta could not have done this without you. Thank you so much for making this ministry 

possible. 
 



In Christ, 

Clayton Rascoe 

Executive Director 

Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center 

 

 

MARCH CLERK’S CORNER 
 

 
 Bill Yodis served as our commissioner to the February 17 

Presbytery meeting.  The necrology for 2021 was read including our 
own Al Toney. 

 Every little bit counts!  Two-Cents-a- Meal received $63,000 in 2021.   
 With the transfer of Betty Easter and the ordination of Michelle 

Abrahamson, membership now stands at 106.  
 Give this man a hand!  Paul Van Dyke has completed entering register information from 

1843 to the present.  To retrieve some of the data, he had to read through old Session 
minutes.  The register project entailed thousands of hours of work. 

 Hot off the press!  Our church information brochure has gone to pint.  The hope is to mail 
out before Easter. 

 Mm-m-m good!  The Soup and Pie luncheon on Sunday, February 27 had a good variety of 
soups.   

 There’s more:  Sunday, March 27 will be the Favorite Recipe potluck. 
 Did you notice?  For better flow, a second server is being used to serve communion in the 

balcony. 
 Looking for a way to help?  Welcome couples are needed.  Once a month, this couple will 

follow-up with visitors.   
 Didn’t miss a beat:  Philip Parker led Something More while John is away. 
 Everyone is asked to check their email address for Lana because it has changed.  Her 

email is:  bedfordpresbyterian@aol.com. 
 Prayers are asked for Lisa Morris, our sexton Robert’s wife, who is undergoing cancer 

treatment. 
 John Blair has installed more LED bulbs downstairs. 
 The heat pump at Center Street had a loose connection.  All were checked and it is now 

running fine. 
 The Tips for Caring for a Loved One workshop was an excellent presentation with 17 

people attending.  This information being so vital, a similar event is planned for May 
 It’s back!  The Farmers’ Market Prayer Table will be set up twice a month.  Beginning in 

May, the Market will be held on Saturdays.  
 Accountant Chrystal Akershoek corrected some pesky IRS filings.  As a result, we should 

be getting a refund soon!  Also, she charged much less than the going rate.   
 Always a good thing!  Expenses are running slightly below budget.    

 
Future Important Dates:   

 Sunday, March 27—Favorite Recipes Potluck 
 Sunday, April 10—stated Session meeting 
 Thursday, April 14th – 7p.m. Maundy Thursday Tenebrae and Communion service 
 Sunday, April 17—Easter Sunday   
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