Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of June 26th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World &
Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Priere a Notre Dame”

Boellman

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Let’s go to the Blair’s for a picnic after church, bring your favorite picnic food, a lawn chair
and join us for great food and fellowship.
 We welcome Miriam Amos, granddaughter of Lee & Joan Richwine, who is playing the
organ in Bill’s absence.
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.
*Call to Worship (based on Psalm 16: 5-11)
One: The Lord is our chosen portion and our cup.
All: We bless the Lord, who gives us counsel.
One: Our hearts are glad; our souls rejoice.
All: We bless the Lord, who protects our paths.
One: The Lord shows us the path of life.
All: We worship the Lord, who is our joy.
*Hymn of Praise

“Jesus Shall Reign”

Hymn 341

*Prayer of Confession
God of never-ending journeys, we can become tired and anxious in our travels. You call us to
new tomorrows while we linger in stale yesterdays. Give courage, compassionate God, to
those who are nervous about stepping out. Give refreshment to those who are thirsty and
tired. Give compassion – and a sense of humor – to those who are leading, that they might
have the patience to put up with Your sometimes stubborn people. Most of all, assure us of
Your presence with us at each juncture: feeding us, watering us, renewing us, challenging us,
and always leading us forward to Your promised land. Amen
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Song

2 Samuel 23: 1-7
“You Are My All in All”

Praise Team

Sermon

The Last Words of King David: 2 Samuel 23:1-4 (Acts 13:36)

Disclaimer: Material from this message was adapted in part from messages found on the Sermon Central website.

“Tis well.” Said George Washington.
Stonewall Jackson said, “Order A. P. Hill to prepare for action! Pass the infantry to the front
rapidly! Tell Major Hawks … Let us cross over the river and sit under the shade of the trees .”
“Hold the cross high so I may see it through the flames!” cried Joan of Arc.
P. T. Barnum asked, “How were the circus receipts in Madison Square Garden?”
“Friends applaud, the comedy is over,” sighed Beethoven.
Jesus cried out, “It is finished!”
What do all these quotes have in common? They are famous (and some not so famous) last
words. Last words, and farewell speeches, are what people are often remembered for. We think
of General MacArthur saying, “Old soldiers never die, they just fade away.”
Today we finish up our stories from the life of David with his last official words as King. These
were not his very last words, he lived a while longer, but this is what he wanted us to hear,
consider, and remember.
The oracle of David, son of Jesse

The word “oracle” is no longer commonly used, but it simply means “a declaration, or a wise, or
prophetic statement.” Here, I believe, through the inspiration of God, David was doing all three;
summarizing his life, seeking to pass along some wisdom, while also speaking of another
promised king yet to come. Let’s see what we might learn from these wise and prophetic words.
First, let’s consider BACKGROUND, David’s and ours.
With God, background doesn’t matter. David wasn’t ashamed of his background or family. He
freely admits that his father was Jesse, a common farmer. David grew up tending sheep near the
little town of Bethlehem. Shepherds were among the lowest of the lower class; theirs was the job
that no one else wanted. As the eighth son, David got the family shepherding duties. He wasn’t
even regarded important enough to be called home for a family banquet with a distinguished
guest, where the sons had been specifically invited.
But David wasn’t ashamed of his roots. He was proud of them. He must have marveled at the fact
that God had plucked him out of the pasture to be the shepherd of Israel. Being described as “a
head taller than all the others,” King Saul had looked like a king. David was simply described as a
red head, short and slight of build.
This lets us know that…God can use ANYBODY.
The prophet Amos was another shepherd, whom God used to deliver His message to the people
of Israel.
Nehemiah was a mid-level politician, a cupbearer in the service of the Persian king, whom God
used to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
Peter, James and John were fishermen. The religious leaders of the days considered them
“uneducated men.” God used them to light the fire that started the Church.

Jesus had worked as a carpenter for thirty years before beginning to preach. His hometown folk
were so offended at what he now claimed to be, that they tried pushing him off a cliff.
Jeremiah said he was too young to serve the Lord. When God called he replied, “Ah, Lord God!
Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.”
Moses was an 80 year old man with a criminal record and a stutter, again working in the middle
of nowhere as a shepherd, when God called him to lead over a million Israelites out of slavery in
Egypt.
The truth is God uses whomever He wants. God can use anybody to do something great for His
kingdom; even you.
Second, whom God calls He EQUIPS.
The man whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel:

David went from being a forgotten shepherd, to the servant of a king, then a fugitive from that
king, until one day himself becoming the king. He began with a slingshot and a harp and ended
up writing hymns to God that are still read and sung the world over.
“God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.” God gives us the ability to do what he calls
us to do. It doesn’t matter what our backgrounds are. Some of us are from middle class, and
some are not. Some are phenomenally talented like Bill Rutledge – I can say that now because he
is not here to blush – others aren’t. Some are bold in public, and some are shy. Some of us were
raised in the church, and some of us weren’t. It doesn’t matter what our background was. All
that matters is, if we are willing, God can equip us for the job he has planned for us. He took a
ragtag bunch of disciples that included fishermen, a tax collector, a political radical, among
others, and turned the world upside down. In some ways it’s not even a matter of our own will or
desire – remember Jonah, the reluctant prophet – it’s about God’s decision to call and equip us.
When God calls, He will equip.
This is true because God is… Our SECURITY.
The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, His word is upon my tongue. The God of Israel has spoken, The Rock of
Israel has said to me:

David was aware that what wisdom he had, came from God; his psalms continue to comfort and
they were often prophetic. The term “Rock” occurs frequently in the Old Testament as title for
God relating to stability, safety, and security.
When we think of rocks we may think of our Appalachian Mountains. They have been worn down
by the ages, but they remain strong, steady and sturdy. They aren’t going anywhere. They have
stood the test of time, weathered storms, winds, rain, and earthquakes. We have topped them for
coal and blasted car tunnels through them with dynamite, but they have not collapsed.
In Psalm 62, David wrote, “For God alone my soul waits in silence; from Him comes my salvation.
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken.”
As He was for David, God is also our ROCK.

The old hymn says, “Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee.” When the storms of
life batter us, God is our Rock that offers us stability, safety and security.
Now we come to that portion of David’s declaration which can be read two different ways.
One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like the sun rising on a
cloudless day, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land

Here, David paints an idyllic picture of a leader, but was he referring to himself?
For the most part David was an excellent king in Israel. He was the measuring stick against whom
all future kings of Israel were measured, but he wasn’t perfect. David’s early reign showed
promise as one who ruled in righteousness (2 Samuel 8:15). Then came the affair with Bathsheba and
Uriah, along with his failure to discipline his own sons. In these stories, David was shown to be a
sinful man who did not consistently rule in the fear of God. David was not the picture of
perfection. Older translations of David’s next words appear to acknowledge this (cf. 2 Samuel 23:5 KJV).
So might he be saying something else here? Speaking of someone else?
David described this righteous ruler as “like the light of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless
day, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.” What ruler could ever live up to this description?
Pastor and Biblical commentator Gordon Keddie notes,
“The messianic implication is inescapable. The coming of Christ is in view. Ultimately, the

fruit of the land is Jesus Christ, the ‘Branch of the Lord’ (Isaiah 4:2). He is the ultimate
Davidic king, under whose scepter his believing people will enjoy the goodness of God both
in time and in eternity.” Gordon J. Keddie, Triumph of the King: The Message of 2 Samuel, 233–234.

So this is perhaps where the Spirit of the Lord was again speaking through David of another king
yet to come. David said,
He has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper
all my help and my desire?

David was remembering a promise; the covenant that God had earlier made with him. At the start
of his reign, David had wanted to build a “house”—that is, a temple—for God. However, God had
replied, that rather than David building a house for God, He would build a house—that is, an
everlasting royal dynasty— through David. Through the Prophet Nathan, God said to David,
“Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days

are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who
shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever…. And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever”
(2 Samuel 7:11b-13, 16).

David’s offspring to whom God was immediately referring was Solomon, but ultimately God was
referring to David’s Greater Son, Jesus Christ. God promised David that through his lineage He
would establish the kingdom of Christ which would then endure for all eternity. Assured of God’s
good purposes toward him, David said, “will He not cause to prosper all my help and my desire?”
David trusted God’s promise that this would be so.

Our world doesn’t trust promises; we are driven by guarantees. Since our things don’t last, we
want everything guaranteed: cars, houses, computers, and anything else that we buy. This car
comes with a 3-year/50,000 mile warranty, but for an extra fee it can be extended to 10 years
and 100,000 miles. Mufflers often come with lifetime warranties. Whose lifetime: the muffler’s,
the car’s, or ours? God’s guarantees are eternal. Long after our cars have been turned to scrap
metal, God will still be there.
And God always HONORS His promises. God’s Word is permanent and unchanging; His decisions
are not dependent on our actions. That’s the distinction between God’s covenants – His promises
– and our human guarantees. Warranties always have conditions that must be met – like don’t
use this car for commercial purposes, don’t drive in a war zone – or the warrantee is voided. God
honors His covenant with us even when we fail Him.
Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever
2 Samuel 7:16

God made this covenant that the Savior would come through David’s descendants before David
was found guilty of lying, adultery and murder. We would expect God to rescind His covenant and
choose someone else, but that wasn’t the case. As Scripture would teach us, even when we
fail Him, God remains faithful (2 Tim. 2:13). Jesus said that God’s Word is truth. Despite the
problems that David had, God held true to the covenant that He had made.
God’s has also made a covenant with us; offering us salvation through His Son Jesus Christ. The
offer is as good today as it was ten years ago. It doesn’t matter where we come from or what
kind of life we have lived; God still offers us salvation. It doesn’t matter if we never knew Him
until recently, or if we’ve walked away from Him. The offer of salvation and blessing is on the
table for us to claim for ourselves and live with the same hope as David.
David’s last words were
But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away… And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.

The problem is that there are people out there who actively leading people away from God. God
has also made them a promise. Evil people will get their reward. There are a lot of wolves in
sheep’s clothing leading people away from God. It doesn’t matter what their motive is, if they are
leading people away from God, God promises to destroy them.
So, be careful. Don’t let someone become a substitute for the security found only in God. God is
our Rock. No one else is.
-------------------------------This brings us to the conclusion; what lesson should we learn from these last words of David?
It doesn’t matter if we grew up rich or poor. It doesn’t matter if we grew up in the church or out
of the church, or what church we grew up in. It doesn’t matter what we’ve done. It doesn’t
matter what kind of education we have. It doesn’t matter what our ancestry was. It doesn’t
matter if we move in high class circles or not. None of that stuff matters.
All that matters is our commitment to God. We have to trust God and act on that trust.
David trusted God. David never forgot where he came from and Who got him to where he ended
up. David knew that without God, he would probably have lived his life out as a shepherd in total
obscurity. For the most part, David was a godly king. He did commit sins that really messed up

his family, yet he did fulfill the role God had given him. David’s time was always looked back on
as a golden age for Israel. As the Apostle Paul concluded, “For David, after he had served the

purpose of God in his own generation, died, was laid beside his ancestors, and experienced
corruption” (Acts 13:36).

And yet that which he accomplished, as a man after God’s own Heart, and God’s promises that he
passed along, still bless us to this day. Looking back we see David as a larger than life character.
Next week as we celebrate Independence Day, we are reminded that we see George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln the same sort of way.
As our historic leaders, they are larger than life to us. No one can seem to measure up the
standard they set. The point is that David, George Washington, and Abraham Lincoln took their
trust in God and put it into action. What counts at the end of the day are God’s promises to us
and our commitment to God.
God still calls for us to trust him and act on that trust. God may ask us to do something we never
thought we could. But where God calls, He equips. And where we fail, God never fails. These
are promises we need to keep close to our heart, and certainly live by whether as a shepherd or a
king.
Let’s pray about this.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
“Beautiful One”

Worship Song

Praise Team

Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and
earth, of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died
forsaken. He descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the
tomb. He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth.
We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church,
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.
Doxology

“Praise God from Whom all Blessing Flow”

Hymn 34

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
All that we are, all that we ever hope to be: all come as a gift from You. So help us now in our
giving to be freed by that reminder. Receive these offerings from who we are and what we have
and for what we hope, and use them in Your gracious service for turning this world upon Your axis
of providence. This we pray, these we give, in the name of Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

Hymn 261

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction (from 2 Thessalonians 3:16)
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be
with you all.
Postlude

“Prelude and Fugue in G Minor”

To God be the Glory!
The flowers are given by Philip and Sherry Parker.

J.S. Bach

Joys- June 26th
Joy- new daughter for Nick & Tiffany Stetson, Samantha Rose, 28 weeks, 1lb 4oz.
Joy- McManis: grandson graduated Marines, now in Wisconsin
Concerns- June 26th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Barefoot: Jim & Joy, both mild cases of covid
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Faye McDaniel (friend) husband has severe health issues
Tracey Thomas- (daughter’s friend) chemo, lupus
Travel mercies
Blair: Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Boone: Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) undergoing tests
Sarah Walker- (daughter) arthritis in neck
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Aunt Herta- broke hip, pneumonia
Mike Neighbors-(friend) stroke
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
DeHart: Dawn’s mother radiation treatments
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Fleming: Steve Trombecky- heart condition, in hospital
James Anthony- (son) recovering from bypass surgery
Foster: Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Ellen- trouble breathing
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Betty- upcoming shoulder surgery, possible heart surgery
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
European conflicts, to find solutions
Ron back problems
Gang wars

Narwid: Ed- recovering at home
Neal: Janet- mass found on lungs, breathing better
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Parker: God’s intervention in Ukraine
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Katherine Tabor- (friend) stage 3 cervical cancer
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Smith Farris- (friend) recovering from surgery, pneumonia
Tom Richardson- (friend) hospital, afib
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments and follow Dr’s prescription for living
her life
Watkins: Joy- needing veterinarians for animal hospital
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues. Some improvement
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers for family

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons. Nations to stand up for
freedom.
Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us
Prayers for our constant responders
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10 am Worship
Communion
Prayer Time

Happy 4th!
Office closed
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Farmers
Market Prayer
Table

10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time

17
10 am Service
Session mini retreat
Prayer Time

24
10 am Service with
Rev. Lowell Sykes
Prayer Time

31
10 am Worship with
Rev. Philp Parker
Prayer Time
Potluck

28
Cancer
Group, 6pm

Confirmation Confirmation
retreat
retreat

June Clerk’s Corner
 You’re invited! A Deacon/Session & all interested others mini-retreat
to be held on July 17, following worship. The focus will be on
challenges and changes facing the post-Covid church. Lunch provided!
 With the death of Roy Cram on May 26, 2022, membership is now at
104.
 Roy came to us in a roundabout way from Maine as a retired career
employee with NOAA. He had an exuberant personality which always brought out the positive in
everyone. He took his spiritual walk very seriously and tried to live with integrity. Please attend his
memorial this Saturday the 25th and stay for lunch.
 Special thanks to Nick DeWitt for running the audio visuals for the Children’s Choir School
performance.
 Preparing for the next generation: John Salley, with assist from Judy Blair and Lori Stetson, will
teach a condensed Confirmation Retreat Weekend on July 29 – 31 at the Smiths’. Attendees may
join the church at the July 31 service.
 Coming soon to a Sunday School near you: The Fearless Conversation series begins with Is God in
Control of My Life?
 Think you know your Bible? Trivia questions will be emailed during the summer, with a verbal
contest every Sunday.
 Thanks for that: John Blair serviced the lawn mower and continues to replace lights.
 A cancer support group will begin meeting on the 4th Thursdays with Venus Gould leading.
 The Prayer Table continues to be well-received. Please sign up or drop by and show your support.
 Take note: The October Community Concert will not be held due to continuing concerns about
Covid infections.
 Thank you for your generosity! Finances are on target for this time of year.
 The church received a $3,000 memorial gift from Joyce Abbott’s estate and a $2,500 memorial gift
from Dorinda Hopkins. As directed earlier by Session, the money will be used for church repairs.

Future Important Dates:
 Saturday, June 25—Funeral service for Roy Cram with potluck to follow
 Sunday, June 26—Picnic at the Blair’s following worship
 Sunday, July 17—Joint retreat with Deacons/Session and interested others for a report on challenges
and changes facing the post-Covid church. Stated Session will meet following if needed.
 Sunday, July 31—church membership opportunity will be offered for confirmands. Along with a
special recognition of the 50th anniversary of female church officers. There will also be a Potluck
luncheon.
 Sunday, September 4—Aloha Sunday with potluck

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of June 26th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Picnic at the Blair’s
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Sunday: July 3rd
10 am Worship with
Communion
Prayer Time following service

June Anniversaries
Philip & Sherry Parker - 28
July Birthdays
Lois Diddams - 2
Helen Heinrich - 4
Ryan Johnson- 6
Margaret Morris - 9
Charlotte McManis- 11
Janet Yodis – 13
Larry Compter- 18
Weebie Clarke - 22
Nancy Van Dyke - 22
Jay Gould – 31

On July 17th, following worship, the Session and Deacons will be
having a mini-retreat to discuss "Challenges and changes facing
Post-Covid churches." You are also invited to attend. This event
should last between 1-2 hours and a Light lunch will be provided.
If interested please let me know so we can be prepared. – John Salley.

