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             Week of April 21st                                 

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you  
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities. 

 
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

 

                          Bedford Presbyterian is a Biblically and 

Prayerfully Guided Christian Family of 

Disciples, Loving God and Serving Others 

 
 

 



 

 

         The Approach to God  
 

         

    One: The Peace of Christ Be With You                                   

    All:   And Also With You 

 

 
   Prelude                                         “The Lamb Has Overcome”                               Carol Cymbala  
 
 Words of Welcome  
 

 Minute for Missions                       Bedford Domestic Violence                                     Cori Davis 
 

   Call to Worship  
One: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let  
         us come before Him with  thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song. 
All:   We come to worship God. 
One: For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. In His hand are the depths of 
         the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to Him. The sea is His, for He made it, and His  
         hands formed the dry land. 
All:   We come to worship God. 
One: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for He is our  
         God and we are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care. 
All:   God, our creator and sustainer. We are Yours and we  worship You. 
 

   Hymn                                          “Come, Let Us Praise the Lord”                                       Hymn 9 
 
  *Prayer of Confession:  

Wondrous God, we confess that at times our doubts and fears override our hope and faith. 
Forgive us when we lose sight of the joy of Your love and instead fall into despair and gloom. 
Lift up our spirits, Lord, and help us to remember the promise of new life here and now, not just 
the hope of resurrection for the future. We give thanks for Your Son, Jesus, who continues to 
offer us new life, who continues to turn us around and upside down, who continues to break 
down the walls of death in our lives. Forgive us, restore us and renew us. In the name of our 
risen Savior, Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive)  
     One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.  
      All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to  
              new life. 
 

*Gloria                                                  “Glory to the Father”                                                 Rutledge 
 
                                                    PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD 

Introduction to Scripture    

Scripture                                                       2 Samuel 9   
 
Anthem                                         “This is the Day the Lord Has Made”                         Mark Hayes   



Sermon                                                   A Seat at the Table  

2 Samuel 9- Then David said, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul, so that I could show him 

kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and 

they summoned him to David; and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” 3 

Then the king said, “Is there no one remaining of the house of Saul to whom I could show the kindness of 

God?” And Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan, one who is disabled in both feet.” 4 So the 

king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of 

Ammiel, in Lo-debar.” 5 Then King David sent messengers who brought him from the house of Machir the 

son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 6 Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, came to David and fell 

on his face and prostrated himself. And David said, “Mephibosheth.” And he said, “Here is your servant!” 7 

Then David said to him, “Do not be afraid, for I will assuredly show kindness to you for the sake of your 

father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the land of your grandfather Saul; and you yourself shall eat at 

my table regularly.” 8 Again he prostrated himself, and said, “What is your servant, that you should be 

concerned about a dead dog like me?” 

9 Then the king summoned Saul’s servant Ziba and said to him, “Everything that belonged to Saul and to all 

his house I have given to your master’s grandson. 10 You and your sons and your servants shall cultivate 

the land for him, and you shall bring in the produce so that your master’s grandson will have food to eat; 

nevertheless Mephibosheth, your master’s grandson, shall eat at my table regularly.” Now Ziba had fifteen 

sons and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “In accordance with everything that my lord the 

king commands his servant, so your servant will do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table as one of the 

king’s sons. 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica. And all who lived in the house of 

Ziba were servants to Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he ate at the king’s 

table regularly. And he was disabled in his two feet. 

Have you ever been reading the Scriptures and been struck by what you read? Maybe what you read was 

so profound because in that moment what you were reading was so applicable to a thought, feeling, or 

situation you were going through right then. Maybe it was the moment you first truly believed; a moment 

when you were seriously questioning Almighty God and His Word; a moment when a passage you had 

read before – perhaps many times – took on a whole new meaning for you. It was that last scenario for me 

when I came across this passage again a decade ago.  

• Out of nowhere I was reading through 2 Samuel and I finished chapter 9 and I had to stop, put my 

Bible down, smile and chuckle because of what our gracious, kind and loving Heavenly Father was 

reminding me of in that moment. The truth is simple in that it is easy for God to do; but at the same time 

it’s impossible for you or me to achieve or earn by ourselves. God does this out of the abundance of His 

love for us, a people who often quickly and sometimes egregiously run from Him, perhaps denying Him, 

and questioning Who He is and what He has promised. 

What is the setting for our passage? The chapters leading up to 2 Samuel 9 are loaded with important 

historical events: in 2 Samuel 1 David grieves the deaths of both King Saul and Jonathan, David’s friend. 

Chapter 2 tells us of David’s being made king over Judah and the beginning of a civil war that ends in 

Chapter 4, resulting in David being inaugurated as king over all Israel in Chapter 5. The Ark of Covenant 

was brought to Jerusalem in Chapter 6 and the Davidic Covenant is made by God in Chapter 7. David’s 

military victories bringing peace to ancient Israel are described in Chapter 8, so it was, that with peace 



over the land and God’s covenant to make both David’s house and kingdom last forever that we arrive at 

Chapter 9.  

• What we’ll do from our passage is use David’s actions as a type or minor example of what Almighty 

God does and who He is. Put another way, we will not miss the forest for the trees, in that David actions 

are like small trees immediately in front of us, with God’s actions being like a massive endless forest– 

which are much bigger, impactful and awe-inspiring. 

Covenant Keeping God 

As mentioned before, peace surrounds David and the Old Testament people of God – finally! And instead 

of trying to expand his kingdom’s borders, demand allegiance from the people, or find ways to grow his 

personal wealth, what does David do? He purposes to do good, or as he said “show kindness.” But the 

focus of that kindness is directed in a strange direction. It may not be strange to you or me, but culturally-

speaking, for that time in history, the focus of his kindness was in a dangerous direction – the extended 

family of the previous king. Why would that be an issue??? 

• That extended family was viewed as a constant threat to the new royal family. Because of that it 

was common for the outgoing ruler’s family to be completely killed off so as to prevent an uprising of that 

family and those people still loyal to them.  

• In 2 Samuel 4 we read of how then 5 year old Mephibosheth, was picked up and carried away by 

his nurse who was trying to save his life after the deaths of both Saul and Jonathan. Her aim was to simply 

keep little Mephibosheth alive to save him from what she knew was coming. It’s there that we also read 

how he became lame. (v4) Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was 5 

years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled, 

and as she fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.  

• Knowing that someone would soon be looking for even young Mephibosheth made the nurse leave 

quickly knowing his life and her life because of him, were both in grave danger. Mephibosheth likely lived 

with that same great fear all the days of his life from that one to the one described in our passage.   

What was the reason or foundation for David wanting to show kindness? Answer found at the end of v.1, 

for the sake of Jonathan, his friend. For what it’s worth, my position is that David and Jonathan were such 

good friends that their friendship is a model for biblical God-honoring Christian friendship. Their 

friendship, if fact, convicts me to be a better friend to my friends! This is the same position held and 

promoted by the true Christian church since the time of David and Jonathan; and the same Xian church 

and traditions would say any claim that more was going on than what the Scriptures state is a post-

modern misreading and misinterpretation and thus an incorrect and false conclusion. Was David’s desire 

random or was it based on something deeper and more meaningful? It was most certainly based on 

something deeper and more meaningful! Do the Scriptures record it? Why as a matter of fact they do. 

Where? In 1 Samuel 20.  

• Saul, still king at that time, was growing more paranoid over losing his kingship to David. Because of 

this Saul had attempted to kill David on multiple occasions. In an effort to keep David alive, Jonathan 

offered to help David escape to safety. At their last meeting before David fled, both David and Jonathan 

made a covenant with each other. But as we read that covenant stretched farther than just those two 

men. 



• As part of the covenant we read in 1 Samuel 20:15 Jonathan saying: Do not cut off your steadfast 

love from my house forever, when the LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of 

the earth. Later in v.42 Jonathan also says: Go in peace, because we both have sworn in the name of the 

LORD, saying, ‘The LORD shall be between me and you, and between my offspring and your offspring, 

forever. ‘ 

Therefore, David in 2 Samuel 9, was doing what he had covenanted to do. The language from David and 

Jonathan’s covenant in 1 Samuel 20:42 is interesting. This is the case because covenants and covenant-

making are themes interwoven through each book of the Bible – from Genesis to Revelation. In fact, 

traditional Presbyterians understand and embrace the covenants of Scripture so much that the 

frameworks of our theological system of doctrine, including who is a church member, why we baptize 

babies and even church government to name a few, are based upon our understanding of these 

covenants. But those frameworks are not established and upheld by covenants made between people – 

like David and Jonathan. Those frameworks are all based on God’s covenants made by God with His 

covenant people across all time and history. 

• David, in our passage, is merely following God’s example. One of those framework covenants – the 

Abrahamic Covenant - is found in Genesis. In Genesis 12 God tells Abram to leave his country and for his 

obedience God promised to make a great nation from him and that nation would bless all the families of 

the earth.  

• In Genesis 15 God confirms this covenant using a custom of that day, by passing alone between a 

host of animals split in half. No Abraham did NOT pass through, also as this was a unilateral covenant to be 

kept and accomplished by God alone. 24 years after God called Abraham and his family out of his 

homeland, God also provided a sign to tell the world of His covenant with Abraham – the sign of 

circumcision. 

• God reaffirmed this covenant in Genesis 17 by saying to Abraham: I will make you exceedingly 

fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you and I will establish my covenant 

between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you… and I will be their God. Jonathan and David’s 

covenant has nearly identical language. That’s purposeful because their covenant was witnessed by God 

and made in the name of God also. 

We continue to believe and promote and find confidence in the same promises God made to Abraham 

today; we even give a sign of that continuing promise to believers and their children in baptism. 

Beautifully, we will continue to do that until the ultimate fulfilment of that covenant arrives in the person 

of Jesus Christ at His second coming. 

A Seat at the Table 

That brings us to the high point of our passage! David remembered his covenant with Jonathan and his 

family, a member of that family has been found and brought to David, and Mephibosheth approaches the 

king’s throne. Mephibosheth knew the customs of the day. Because of that, he was likely trembling in fear 

assuming that his death was imminent. David, likely knowing what thoughts and emotions were 

overwhelming Mephibosheth, wasted no time in breaking the tension and fear. In v.7 of our passage David 

exclaims: Do not be afraid, for I will assuredly show kindness to you for the sake of your father Jonathan. 



• Did Mephibosheth know about David’s covenant with Jonathan? There is no way to know for 

certain, but it didn’t matter whether Mephibosheth knew, understood, or even wanted the benefits of the 

covenant in that moment – the fact was he was to benefit and be blessed by the kindness, the generosity, 

the care, the provision and the love of the king! 

• Did David put any stipulations on Mephibosheth before bestowing the kindness; were there any 

number of tasks for him to complete in order to earn that which was promised? No! All Mephibosheth had 

to do was to receive the blessings of the king with thanks and with joy.  

From an outsider’s perspective Mephibosheth had everything going against him; there was no reason for 

the king to show him these kindnesses and that level of mercy! Physically Mephibosheth was of no use to 

the king; he was born an enemy of the king; he had no rights to the king’s house, and culturally he 

should’ve been dead already. Why, then, would the king pause and give him any time, any energy, any 

resources and any blessings?!?! Because the heart of the King is overflowing with compassion, forgiveness 

and most importantly covenant-keeping steadfast love for all generations forever and ever! 

• Beloved of Christ, before the all-powerful, all-knowing, omnipresent God of the universe… we are 

ALL Mephibosheths!!!! We were born enemies of the king, we could not ever earn His blessings or favor; 

by the very sins we commit we are, by our own natures, no use to the King of kings and Lord of lords!!! 

And yet, by the covenant-keeping nature of Almighty God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit - by His very nature 

which cannot help but show love to His chosen ones, He provides a seat at His banqueting table!  

You who have repented of your sins and turned to Christ and Christ alone in faith to receive what the 

Father has promised through Him – your seat is already reserved. It is HARD to believe, yes! But don’t just 

take my word for it, believe what God has said about you in His Word. (Eph2:4-7) God, being rich in mercy, 

because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, [He] made 

us alive together with Christ… and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus. Why has He done this? Eph2:8-9 So that in the coming ages He might show the immeasurable 

riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For [it is] by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

I close with the words of the song “Mystery of Mercy” by Caedmon’s Call, which I think sums all this up 

beautifully. And no, I will not be singing it. 

I am the woman at the well, I am a harlot // I am the scattered seed that fell along the path // I am the son 

that ran away // And I am the bitter son who stayed. 

I am the angry man who came to stone the lover // I am the woman there ashamed before the crowd // 

And I am the leper that gave thanks // And I am the nine that never came. 

You made the seed that made the tree // That made the cross that saved me // You gave me hope when 

there was none // You gave me only your Son. 

My God, my God, why hast thou accepted me // When all my love was vinegar to a thirsty king // My God, 

my God, why hast thou accepted me // It's a Mystery of mercy and of song - The song that I sing. 

 

 

 

 

 



                                         RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Worship Song                                           “The Table”                                                   Chris Tomlin  
 
Affirmation of Faith  
You, O God, are our Shepherd. You provide everything we need. You let us rest in green 
meadows and lead us beside quiet streams. You renew our strength and guide us in ways that 
bring honor to Your name. Even when we walk through difficult valleys, we will not fear, for You are 
never far away—protecting and comforting, guarding and guiding every step we take. You give us 
a seat at Your table--a feast for us in the presence of our enemies. You welcome us as friends and 
lavish Your blessings on us. We know that Your goodness and unfailing love will continue to 
pursue us all the days of our lives, and that after our lives here are over, we will spend eternity in 
Your presence. 
                                         
Doxology                             “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”                          Hymn 34 

Prayer of Thanksgiving     
Gracious and loving Heavenly Father, we thank You for showing us that nothing can ever 
separate us from Your love. Thank You for restoring our inheritance in Christ and for inviting us to 
sit at your table. Let us not keep Your invitation to ourselves, but help us to continually pray that 
our families, our neighbors and indeed, all peoples and nations of the earth would one day find a 
seat at Your table. To that end, bless these offerings today in Jesus’ name and for His glory. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
 

*Hymn                                               “Wonderful, Merciful Savior”     

                                                              THE SENDING FORTH 
Benediction  

   
Postlude                                      “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”                    Robert Hobby  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

April 2024 

Sun Mon Tue   Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 1 2 3 
Something 

More, 3 pm 

 

4 5 
 

6 
Men’s Breakfast  

7 
10 am Worship 

Communion 
    

8 
 

9 
  
  

 

10 

 Something 

More, 3 pm 

  

11 
  

12 
 

13 
Greg Neal 

Memorial  

14 
10 am Worship 

5¢ a Meal 

BCM collection  
 

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
Something 

More, 3pm 

 

18 
 Cancer Group 

19 
 

20 
  

21 

10 am  Worship 

Rev. Shawn 

Morrison  
 

22 

   

  

   

23 

 

24 
Deacons, 

1:30 pm  

 

Something 

More, 3pm 

25 

  

26 
 

 

 

27 
 

28 
  

10 am  Worship 

Session   
   

  

29 
  

30 
  

  

    

 

 

 

 

 



                                                             Joys- April 21st                       

  Joy- to have Bill Hopkins, Mary Wilkes, Ron Morris, Sandy Scheurer in service and Russell  

           brining offertory forward.  

  Joy- James Fleming, birth of great granddaughter, Mia Rose   

                                                            Concerns-April 14th                                                                                      

Avery: Tinkie, hospice care 

Barnes:  Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer  

Benton: Tracey Thomas (daughter’s friend) more surgery  

Blair: Ecumenical youth group  

Boone: Christy, thyroid surgery in May  

      Daughter- unemployed 

       Rosalind Reynolds, (friend)  upcoming surgery 

Callahan: Mary Jane (friend) in remission  

    Steve Chaffin (friend) blood clots  

    Donnie (husband) home 

Compter: two brothers- unbelievers 

     Prayers for friends to come to the Lord 

     Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure   

     Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities  

     Vicky-(friend) recurring lymphoma 

     May- (friend) breast cancer   

     David- came through surgery   

     Joe- (friend) successful surgery, long recovery  

Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 

     Garrett Winslow – struggling, autism  

     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 

     Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith 

     Lory Graham- (friend) health issues, wife caretaker 

     Brenda Wilkerson- UVA- seizures  

     friend in CO, second surgery  

DeHart: Dawn’s mother gall bladder surgery  

     Michael Rutter- septic shock, amputation 

Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer 

Fleming: Dominick (Ann Marie’s brother) heart surgery successful recovery is continuing   

Foster: Ron (brother-in-law)  in home  

     Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia  

     Tom 

     Prayers for everyone on dialysis   

     Ellen possible kidney transplant  

     Donna- (friend) husband in hospital, surgery went well  

  Goode: prayers for Eunice, health issues 
       Rodney & Connie Groggins (husband’s cousins) Connie Alzheimer’s, Rodney caregiver,  

      Cynthia- (friend) physical therapy  

      Those held hostage in Gaza  



      Larry (brother-in-law) heart attack  

  Grigg: Beth Falwell- starting cancer treatments  

      Chris Mays- diabetic complications  

Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 

     Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 

Kuhn- Kibbey: Dot- fell broken ribs, vertebrae, long recovery   

Lambert: brother doing better  

     Niece emergency surgery    

Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             

     Steven-(son’s boss) going blind  

     Barbara (Al’s sister) intense headaches 

     Gayle- doing better 

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 

       Forensic scientists who deal with crime      

       Rev. Pam Ledbetter  

       James Morgan (cousins husband) spot on lung 

       Ron- home, waiting for tests   

Monk: Libby’s mother, stroke, Oakwood  

Narwid: Ed- not doing well 

Riley: Christine, stroke, Elks Home    

Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 

       Scott- (son-in-law) doing well    

Scheurer:  Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer  

        Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  

        Sonny (son) doing well  

Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) that she comes to the Lord  

Stetson: Nick, Tiffany, Savannah- Savannah, back home  

Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 

      Two firefighters who suffered falls 

      Russell- surgery delayed AFib  

Van Dyke: continued prayers for Dot and Dick Kibbey  

Webb: Shawn caretaker to aunt and grandma    

Weeks: Edith- home, continued healing   
 

 Prayers for our nation and our President 

 Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 

 Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons.  

 Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us  

 Prayers for Ukraine                

 Pray for World Peace             

 Prayers for Israel  

 

 

 

 



 

                                                              ANNOUNCEMENTS       

Activities for week of April 21st                                          

 Sunday: 10 am Worship with Rev. Shawn Morrison                     

 Wednesday:  1:30 pm Deacons  

               3 pm Something More  

 Thursday: Choir Practice 10:30 am                     

 Sunday: April 28th                                             

               10 am Worship  

               Session  

                
                

   April Birthdays 

   Tricia Schubert - 23 

Al Mauser - 24 

    Richard Tate - 29 
 

  April Anniversaries 

         Fred and Sandy Scheurer - 22 

          John and Sonya Smith – 30 

 

 
 

Flower Calendar  

The 2024 Flower Calendar is posted and ready for volunteers to sign up for two consecutive 

Sundays (an arrangement will last for two Sundays). Individuals can sign up or two individuals can 

share. The Calendar is located on the wall in the hallway on the right hand side of our Sanctuary. 
 

 

 

 


